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Japan 


Senior Defense Official Leaves for FSX Talks 
OW 1804083589 Tokyo KYODO in English 0811 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


jText] Tokyo, April 18 KYODO—Senior Japanese 
Defense Agency official Masaji Yamamoto left for the 
United States on Tuesday for talks on joint development 
of Japan’s next generation support fighter called the 
FSX, the Defense Agency said. 


While in Washington, Yamamoto, head of the Equip- 
ment Bureau, will meet Robert Kimmitt, undersecretary 
of state, William Clark, acting assistant secretary of 
siate, and other Defense Department officials. 


Japan and the United States, which signed a preliminary 
agreement and exchanged memoranda of understanding 
to codevelop the FSX, have failed to reach final agree- 
ment over differences on what the U.S. calls “certain 
clarifications” necessary for a formal go-ahead of the 
project. 


The U.S. has asked Japan to provide at least 40 percent 
of the work in both the development and production 
stages to U.S. defense contractors, according to govern- 
ment sources. 


Uno Concerned About Trade Surplus With U.S. 
OW1804041089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0304 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 18 KYODO—Foreign Minister Sos- 
uke Uno said on Tuesday that Japan's expanding trade 
surplus with the United States may cause a variety of 
problems in diplomatic terms. 


Nearly half of the total U.S. trade 4ef:.it stems from 
trade with Japan, he noted. 


The United States had a 4.65-billion-dollar trade deficit 
with Japan in February, which accounted for 44.3 per- 
cent of its total trade deficit in that month, according to 
U.S. Commerce Department figures. 


Meanwhile, a top-level Foreign Ministry official said 
Uno needs to meet U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
at an early date to prevent trade dispute from damaging 
bilateral cooperative ties. 


The official, who declined to be named, said, however, 
that no date has yet been set for such a meeting. 
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MITI To Launch Foreign Chip Promotion 
OW 1704120489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1125 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—Japan’s Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI) will launch 
“access plans” under which it will encourage domestic 
companies to procure and use foreign-made semicon- 
ductors, a ministry official said Monday. 


The ministry will establish a special internal committee 
to monitor the process to make sure that the plans are 
adequately implemented. 


The official announced the plans at its meeting for 
“expansion of foreign semiconductor market access” 
held at the ministry Monday. 


Some 200 Japanese users of foreign-produced sernicon- 
ductor products, foreign trading houses and manufactur- 
ers attended the meeting. 


The ministy called for Japanese users at the meeting to 
team up with foreign producers to help them expand 
their share of the market here. 


It specifically urged Japanese autoparts makers to make 
specifications and “test criteria” available to foreign 
semiconductor suppliers at an early stage of new product 
development. 


Nearly 80 percent of imported foreign-made semicon- 
ductors in Japan are being used by automotive-related 
companies. 


The meeting followed an appeal by the U.S. Semicon- 
ductor Industry Association (SIA) to the U.S. trade 
representative office last month, condemning the Japa- 
nese semiconductor market as being closed to foreign 
chipmakers. 


The ministry held a similar gathering in 1987 after Japan 
and the U.S. signed an agreement in 1986 to improve 
U.S. access to the Japanese semiconductor market. 


The U.S. claims the accord will hand to U.S. chipmakers 
20 percent of the Japanese market by 1991. In January, 
total foreign market share in Japan stood at 9.8 percent, 
up from 9.0 percent a year before but far below the figure 
promised, the ministry data showed. 


At Monday’s meeting, four Japanese and foreign semi- 
conductor organizations, including Japan’s International 
Semiconductor Cooperation Center (INSEC) and the 
Distributors Association of Foreign Semiconductors 
(DAFS), reported their plans in line with the ministry’s 
plans. 
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INSEC’s plan include the compilation of information 
useful for the promotion of foreign-made semiconduc- 
tors and the undertaking of surveys on problems between 
suppliers and users. 


DAFS will focus their activities on product exhibitions, 
sales promotion and exchanges with the U.S. semicon- 
ductor industry. 


U.S. Complaint Over Car Phone Mart Rebutted 
OW 1704135489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1337 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—A senior official of the 
Posts and Telecommunications Ministry, commenting 
on the reported U.S. complaint over Japan's car phone 
market, said Monday that the issue of U.S. access has 
already been settled through earlier talks between the 
two countries. 


Vice minister Yusai Okuyama told reporters that Tokyo 
and Washington earlier agreed on the allocation of 
Japan’s urban areas to two car phone systems. The 
Tokyo-Nagoya region is earmarked for the system devel- 
oped by Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. (NTT) 
and other areas for Motorola Inc. of the United States. 


The U.S. Trade Representative’s Office is reportedly 
dissatisfied that the Motorola car phone cannot be used 
in Tokyo, the biggest single telecom market in Japan. 


The U.S. also pointed to what it regards as excessive 
restrictions on the use of Motorola’s mobile phone 
system for trucks. 


Shigeo Muraoka, vice minister of international trade and 
jndustry ministry for international affairs, said earlier in 
the day that the U.S. may impose sanctions on Japanese 
telecom companies. Muraoka was reporting on his week- 
long trip to the U.S. for meetings with senior U:S. 
officials, including Trade Representative Carla Hills. 


Okuyama said that in view of the earlier agreement 
between the two countries, it is impossible to allot car 
phone frequencies to the Motorola system in the Tokyo 
vicinity. 


He said, however, that his ministry is studying a possible 
relaxation of licensing and other regulations covering 
mobile phone service for trucks. 


Industry sources here, however, did not rule out the 
possibility that the U.S. may take retaliatory measures 
under section 301 of its trade act if the issue is not 
resolved to its satisfaction. 
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Export, Import Contracts at Record High 
OW 1304133589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1210 GMT 
13 Apr 


[Text] Tokyo, April 13 KYODO—Export and import 
contracts reported by Japanese traders swelled to record 
monthly highs in March, according to a government tally 
released Thursday. 


The Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MITI) valued last month's export contracts at 25,905 
million dollars, up 16.0 percent over a year before, and 
import contracts at 16,104 million dollars, up 16.3 
percent. 


In fiscal 1988 ended March 31, export contracts rose 
15.1 percent to 257,738 million dollars and import 
contracts 19.3 percent to 165,867 million dollars. The 
import total was a record annual high. 


Matsushita To Produce VCR’s in Beijing 
OW'1704104189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0906 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Osaka, April 17 KYODU—Matsushita Electric 
Industriai Co. on Monday announced it has signed an 
agreement with the Beijing Municipal Government to 
produce videotape recorders [VCR's] (VTRS) in the 
Chinese capital. 


Matsushita is the second Japanese electrical manufac- 
turer to conclude such a pact with China on VTR 
production after Hitachi, Ltd. Hitachi recently obtained 
approval from the Coordinating Committee [for Multi- 
lateral Export Controls] (COCOM) regarding its VIR 
technology transfer agreement with China. 


The disclosure of the latest agreement foliows the com- 
pany’s formal refusal to transfer VTR technology to the 
Soviet Union in order to avoid violating rules of 
COCOM, which regulates the flow of strategic technol- 
ogy to the Communist bloc. 


Matsushita was able to conclude the pact with Being 
because of the recent relaxation in the application of 
COCOM rules with regard to China, Matsushita officials 
said. 


Officials said the proposed YTR plant would be built 
near a color TV cathode ray tube plant in Beijing, being 
built by Matsushita and the Beijing Municipal Govern- 
ment. Production is scheduled to start in July. 


Monthly production capacity of the new plant will de 
20,000 to 30,000 tubes. Components to be produced will 
use metalworking and large-scale integration (LSI) tech- 
nology, supplied by Matsushita. 


Consultations are also under way with Beijing on a joint 
VTR production venture. 
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Soviet Minister Noncommittal on Territories 
OW 1804051589 Tokyo KYCDO in English 0439 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 18 KYODO—Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno and Soviet Merchant Marine Min- 
ister Yuriy Volmer agreed on Tuesday to promote bilat- 
eral ties, Japanese officials said. 


Uno, in a meeting with Volmer, reiterated Japan's long- 
standing call for settling a bilateral territorial dispute and 
concluding a bilateral treaty. 


The foreign minister told Volmer that all the five major 
Japanese political parties call for the return of the four 
islands off Hokkaido seized by the Soviet Union at the 
end of World War II. 


Volmer, currently on a visit to Japan as head of a 
friendship delegation, remained noncommittal on Uno's 
request, the officials said. 


Volmer will attend a general meeting here on Wednesday 
of a Japanese parliamentary group promoting friendship 
with the Soviet Union. 


White Paper Urges Cooperation in Fishing 
OW 1804041789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0338 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Apn! 18 KYODO—Japan should carry 
Out joint scientific investigations with other nations of 
fishery resources in the major fishing grounds of the 
open sea in order to secure effective management of such 
resources, a governmeni fishery report recommended 
Tuesday. 


The Fiscal 1988 fisheries white paper, submitted to the 
cabinet for approval Tuesday by Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Tsutomu Hata, also suggested 
cooperation with other countries on fishing operations in 
their 200-mile zones to help them develop their fishing 
industries. 


The report pointed out that pelagic fishing has become 
more difficult for Japan amid the rising tide of nations 
clamping down on the activities of Japanese fishing 
boats in their 200-mile zones, as witnessed by the drastic 
cutbacks on haul quotas and stricter fishing regulations 
imposed by the United States and the Soviet Union. 


In this connection, the report called for “orderly fishing” 
by Japanese vessels as the representatives of a “‘respon- 
sible fishing nation,” both in the open sea and in other 
nations’ 200-mile zones, and warned against illegal fish- 
ing by Japanese operators. 


Ministry officials said that the report especially called for 
taking steps to prevent Japanese fishing vessels being 
shut out from the pelagic fishing, which currently 
accounts for 20 percent of Japan's total fish hauls. 
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According to the paper, Japan’s annual fish catches have 
leveled off at slightly over two million tons in the 12 
years since 1977 when major nations imposed 200-mile 
zones on a full-scale basis. 


It said that about 15-20 years ago, pelagic fishing occu- 
pied the top position in Japan’s catches, surpassing 
offshore and coastal fishing, but the hauls from the 
pelagic fishing dropped to 2.34 million tons in 1987, 
almost unchanged from the previous year. 


Against the backdrop of this severe fishing environment, 
the number of those engaged in offshore fishing feil to 
85,000 in 1987, down 7.4 percent from the previous 
year, nearly double the ratio of decline over the past few 
years, the report said. 


The report attributed the drop to a retrenchment in the 
number of fishing boats by 500, mainly offshore drag-net 
and salmon fishing boats, due to substantial cutbacks in 
catch quotas in the 200-mile zones of the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union. 


But the report pointed out at the same time that the 
consumption of marine products has been steadily nsing 
for the past few years, with spending on fish in the 1987 
average household budget rising for the first time in 
three years. 


Conspicuous was the consumption in the latter half of 
1987, presumably due to growing demand for fish among 
health-conscious people, the report added. 


Takeshita To Meet Sihanouk in Bangkok 
BK 1604061089 Hong Kong AFP in English 0451 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 15 (AFP)}—Japanese Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita will meet Cambodian resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk in Bangkok late this 
month, government sources said Sunday. 


Mr Takeshita is expected to reaffirm Japan's support to 
Prince Sihanouk’s efforts to settle the Cambodian issue, 
the sources said. 


The meeting between Prince Sihanouk and Mr Takeshita 
will be the first since they met in Tokyo in August la*t 
year. 


The meeting was arranged as Prince Sihanouk is to make 
a stopover in Bangkok en route to Jakarta where he will 
meet Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sien May 2-3, the 
sources said. 


Mr Takeshita is scheduled to arrive in Bangkok on April 
29 on the first leg of a nine-day tour of five of the six 
member nations of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 
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Mr Takeshita is scheduled to visit Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines before return- 
ing to Tokyo on May 7. 


He will not visit the sixth ASEAN member. Brunei. 
according to the sources. 


Afghan Guerrilla Leader Cancels Visit 
OW'1 704065389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0441 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Apnl 17 KYODO—Afghan guerrilla 
leader Gulbuddin i. ‘kmatyar has canceled a two-day 
visit to Japan scheduled to begin Tuesday [18 April], the 
Foreign Ministry said Monday. 


Hekmatyar, foreign minister of the Afghan interim gov- 
ernment formed by a seven-party rebel coalition, can- 
celed the trip because of an airline strike in Australia 
which he is currently visiting, the ministry said. 


h Prime Minister Arrives in Tokyo 
OW 1604115789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1113 GMT 
16 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, Apru 16 KYODO—Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Moudud Ahmed arrived in Japan Sunday for a 
three-day visit and talks with government leaders in 
which he will call for more Japanese investment in 
Bangladesh, officials said. 


Ahmed will call on Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita. 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno and Internationa! Trade 
and Industry Minister Hiroshi Mitsuoka on Monday. 


During his stay in Japan, Ahmed will also meet with 
Japanese busiress Jeaders to discuss prospects for invest- 
rents in Bangladesh. 


Requests Investment, Aid 
OW 1704093389 Tokyo F YODO in English 0830 GMT 
17 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Moudud Ahmed called on Monday for more 
Japanese investment in his country and for Japanese 
help for flood prevent’. neasures and a bridge project, 
Foreign Ministry offi ‘.is said. 


Ahmed made the request during a 35-minute meeting 
with Japanese Prim: Minister Noboru Takeshita at the 
latter’s official residence. 


Ahmed was quoted as saying Bang/adesh has been priva- 
tizing government-owned eriterprises and that invest- 
ment in Bangladesh is mcre profitable than in any other 
South Asian country. 
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The Bangladesh head of government, who is on a three- 
day visit through Tuesday [18 April] on his way from the 
United States, requested more Japanese investment in 
manufacturing industry. 


Ahmed, while expressing appreciation for Japan's aid 
after a large-scale flood hit his country last year, called 
for Japan to assist a flood rehabilitation and prevention 
program, on which the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) ts currently working 


Takeshita replied that he hopes exchanges in the private 
sector will increase and that Japan will study the issue of 
aiding flood prevention measures a‘ier the UNDP com- 
piles a report in June, the officials said. 


Ahmed also called for Jap: :\s assistance for a bridge 
project over the Jamuna P. er. 


Takeshita told Ahmed that Japan will decide on provid- 
ing assistance to the project after studying a feasibility 
study by the World Bank to be completed in May. 


Takaishi Indicted on Recruit Bribery Charges 
OW 18041153889 Tokyo KYODO in; English 1122 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokye, April 18 KYODO—The Tokyo District 
Prosecutors Office Tuesday indicted former Vice Educa- 
tion Minister Kunio Takaishi on charges of accepting a 
bribe from Recruit Co. in return for favors given to the 
information conglomerate. 


Prosecutors also indicted former Recruit Co. Chairman 
Hiromasa Ezoe and Hiroshi Kobayashi, former presi- 
dent of First Finance Co.., a financial arm of Recruit, for 
bribing Takaishi. 


Takaishi bought unlisted stocks of Recruit Cosmos Co., 
a real estate arm of Recruit Co., and later sold them at a 
huge profit, prosecutors said. 


The Recruit Cosmos stock deal was tantamount to a 
monetary donation and thus constituted bribery, they 
said. 


Ezoe and Kobayashi have already beer indicied on 
charges of bribing other persons involved in the Recruit 
scandal. 


According to investigators, Takaishi was asked by 
Recruit to use his influence to block the Education 
Ministry's plan to tighten regulations on job and school 
magazines publisiicd by Recruit when he was the vice 
minister. 


Takarshi 1s the !9th person and the second top-ranking 
bureaucrat indicted in the Recruit affair. 
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Former Vice Labor Minister Takashi Kato was indicted 
late last month on charges of accepting a bribe from 
Recruit in return for favors in connection with the 
company’s employment information business. 


Takaishi, 59, left the Education Ministry last June, 
before the Recruit scandal surfacec in the summer, to 
run for a seat in the House of Representatives on the 
Liberal Democratic Party ticket. 


He withdrew his candidacy after his involvement in the 
scandal surfaced. 


With Takaishi’s indictment, prosecutors have completed 
their investigations into the “bureaucrat route” of the 
Recruit scandal, according to political sources and those 
close to law enforcement authorities. 


Investigators will now step up their probe into politicians 
with possible connections to Recruit, the sources said. 


Foreign Ministry Fears 
OW 1804112589 Tokyo KYODO in English 0931 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 18 KYODO—A top-ievel Foreign 
Ministry official on Tuesday expressed the hope that the 
Recruit scandal will not have an adverse effect on 
Japanese diplomacy. 


The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, told 
reporters that the scandal has not yet affected Japanese 
foreign policies. 


The official, however, expressed concern over reports in 
this week’s editions of NEWSWEEK and TIME maga- 
zines about the Recruit scandai, saying they will damage 
Japan’s image abroad and indirectly have adverse effects 
on Japanese diplomacy. 


The two international magazines featured the scandal as 
the cover stories in their Asian editions. 


Radicals Suspected in Kansai Airport Explosion 
OW 1804021889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0149 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Kobe, April 18 KYODO—An explosion early 
Tuesday ripped through the warehouse of a construction 
firm in Kobe which is engaged in work on the new 
Kansai airport in southern Osaka. 


No one was injured in the blast which damaged a 
storehouse of Yorigami Couastruction Company. 


Police said they believe that the blast was the work of 
radicals opposed to the construction of the new airport 
off the coast of southern Osaka. 
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The blast, which occurred at around 1:30 am, also 
shattered glass in a company boat docked 70 meters 
away. 


A boat engaged in ccnstruction work on the airport was 
damaged by a blast in Nishinomiya, east of Kobe, in 
August 1987. 


IAEA Head Warns Against Thermal Energy 
OW'1704093189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0639 GMT 


17 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 17 KYODO—Hans Blix, director 
general of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), on Monday urged Japan to promote nuclear 
power generation, Foreign Ministry officials said. 


Blix told Japanese Pr.me Minister Noboru Takeshita 
that thermal power generation could result in warming of 
the earth because of emission of carbon dioxide. 


Blix, meeting Takeshita at his official residence for 30 
minutes, was quoted as saying there is a growing demand 
for electricity in developing countries and that many of 
them give priority to thermal power generation. 


He said atomic power generation cannot fully meet the 
growing demand. 


Blix said it 1s time for politicians to seriously consider 
measures to cope with the rising demand for electricity 
and emission of carbon dioxide. 


Takeshita told Blix that Japan will jointly host in Sep- 
tember with the United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP) an international conference of scientists on the 
environment and that politicians will discuss any mea- 
sures for solving environmental problems that the scien- 


tists may propose. 


Japan will advocate the safety of nuclear power plants 
and implement its policy of promotion of nuclear energy. 
Takeshita said. 


Blix asked Takeshita to take up the effectiveness of 
nuclear power generation in disci:ssing environment 
problems at the Paris summit meeting of seven indus- 
trial nations in July, the ministry official said. 


Takeshita replied that it is a good idea to discuss the 
en-tronment at the summit and that he would make a 
“realistic” approach to the question, the officials said. 
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Agricultural White Paper Urges Reform 
OW '1 104063689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0217 GMT 
1] Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, Apnl |! KYODO—Japan should step up 
agricultural reform efforts, especially in its farm subsidy 
and food distribution systems, to meet the demands of 
international competition, according to an annual gov- 
ernment report releaseu Tuesday. 


The 1988 white paper on agriculture, submitted to the 
cabinet, called for the introduction of market force 
principles into the rice distribution system and a general 
review of the current food control program. 


It urged a reassessment of the system whereby farmers of 
Staple items are paid substantial subsidies while less 
expensive imports are blocked from the Japanese mar- 
ket, but rejected calls to open the rice market in partic- 
ular to more imports. 


The report asked instead for international understanding 
that rice was a staple of the Japanese diet. 


The annual study, prepared by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fisheries, noted improvement in 
some restructuring effo:ts, including lower prices in 
wheat and rice and an improved leasing system of 
farmlands. 


In addition, it welcomed the development of high-grade, 
high-value products in line with consumer needs, includ- 
ing high-quality nce, black hogs, and matured tomatoes. 


But food self-sufficiency dropped below 50 percent for 
the first time in fiscal 1987 and will continue to drop in 
the future, the report said. 


Japanese food producers have responded by stepping up 
overseas activities in an effort to find cheaper raw 
materials and processed products ahead of the liberaliza- 
tion of Japan's beef and citrus markets over the next few 
years, the report said. 


Touching on Japan's fast growing restaurant industry, 
the report emphasized the need to improve the domestic 
processing and distribution system as agricultural output 
now stands at only one fourth of its capacity. 


Mongolia 


Collectives to 5-Day Work Week 
OW 1604111289 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1828 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, April 15 (MONTSAME)}—A num- 
ber of amenity service collectives in the Uvrhangai 
Aimag (province) have been transferred to five working 
days week. 
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Of late the central papers seriously discuss the question 
on the reduced working week. Mongolia is tne only 
socialist country which has a 7-days working week. 
Despite the arguments, the experiment of the Uvrhangai 
collectives has proved the sufficiency of being trans- 
ferred to the five working days. 


Batmonh Visits Two Fodder Economy Provinces 
OW 1604105589 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1655 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, April 14 (MONTSAME)} —{ Words 
indistinct] Party General Secretary, Chairman of the 
Great People’s Hural (National Assembly) Presidium 
Jambyn Batmonh payed a two-days visit to Tuv and 
Bulgan Aimags (provinces) of the country. The major 
purpose of his trips to these provinces is to see the living 
and working conditions of livestock breeders, to get 
acquainted with the spring sowing company and the 
delivery of young animals. 


Considerable successes have been achieved in the Lun 
Somon (administrative unit, Tuv Aimag) in the imple- 
mentation of the latest party plenary session decisions. 
In one of the country’s largest fodder economies, the 
Bayannur (Bulgan Aimag), the Mongolian leader was 
interested in the organisation here of the subsidiary . 
farm. Besides their basic tasks, the collective of the farm 
is engaged in poult-y farming, pig and rabbit breeding. 
Every year, the subsidiary farm gives 60 thousand eggs, 
over 4 tons of goose (flesh), chicken and rabbit meat. J. 
Batmonh welcomed the good start of Bayannur livestock 
breeders and suggested to set up a special goose-breeding 
cooperative, an effective and economic branch of the 


poultry farming. 


The builders of the Bulgan Aimag have raised critical 
remarks into the address of the local building construc- 
tion Organisations. 


Zone I { Workers Meeting Held 
OW 1604110989 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1829 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, April 15 (MONTSAME)}—An ideo- 
logical workers zonal meeting, opened in Ulaanbaatar on 
14th April, is discussing the improvement and renova- 
tion of the ideological work in the light of the (1988) 
party's Sth plenary session. 


Specific attention at the meeting has been focused at the 
upbringing of the younger generation. The party secre- 
tary Ts. Balhaajab said that the ideological workers face 
a responsible task to renew their activities. It is of special 
importance today when the ideas of the restructuring 
involve all spheres of public life, he added. We should 
change our attitude to a personality, should create favor- 
abie socio-political, economic and moral conditions for 


FBIS-EAS-89-073 
18 April 1989 


the comprehensive development of a man. The restruc- 
turing and renovation in the country’s political system, 
democracy and openness provide the working people a 
possibility to run the state and public affairs, he said. 


The zonal ideological meetings will 2!so be held in the 
town of Erdenet (northern area of the country), in the 
Hovd, Uvrhangai and Sukhbaatar Aimags (Provinces). 


Geneva Consular Convention Joined 13 April 
OW 1404093989 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1820 GMT 12 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, |? Apr (MONTSAME)}—The MPR 
[Mongolian People’s Republic] has joined the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations. The document 
{words indistinct] United Nations. The convention will 
come into force for our country on 13 April this year. 


The convention is the fundamental international legal 
document on normalizing consular relations between 
Participating states. Presently (about) 115 countries 
have joined it. 


PRC Air Route Agreement Signed in Beijing 
OW 1604103689 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1707 GMT 14 Apr 8&9 


[Text] U'aanbaatar, April 14 (OANA MONTSAME}— 
An inter-governmental Mongolian-Chinese agreement 
on air routes between the two countries was signed in 
Beijing. 


Document was signed by the Mongolian Ambassador in 
China Y. Ochir and the head of the China’s civil aviation 
board Hu Yizhou. 


North Korea 


Kim Il-song Condyles on Hu Yaubang’s Death 
SK 1804050589 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 16 Apr 8&9 


[Message of condolence sent by Kim I]-song to Comrade 
Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee] 


[Text] Beijing 


To Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee 


Upon hearing the sad news that to our sorrow Comrad« 
Hu Yaobang, :nember of the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee, has died, I, on behalf of the Central 
Committee of the Workers Party of Korea [WPK], the 
Korean people and on my own behalf, express deep 
condolences through you to the CPC Central Commit- 
tee, the Chinese people and the bereaved family of the 
deceased. 
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Comrade Hu Yaobang was a loyal communist soldier 
who had performed great feats for the Chinese party and 
people since he took part in the Chinese people's revo- 
lutron in his early years. 


He made a great contribution to strengthening and 
developing the great fnendship and militant unity 
between the peoples of Korea and China. Although 
Comrade Hu Yaobang died, his feats will shine long. 


[Signed] Kim Il-song, general secretary of the WPK 
Central Committee 
[Dated] 16 April 1989, Pyongyang 


No Tae-u’s ‘Anticommunist irenzy’ Criticized 
SK 1804055489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0449 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 18 (KCNA}—NODONG SI* 
MUN today condemns the No Tae-u group for crim 
schemes to intens?fy an anti-co..imunist fascist offer 

in South Korea. 


The news analyst says: 


The No Tae-u group ordered “emergency duty” to the 
police across South Korea from April 17 to May 5, while 
making “concentric investigation” into Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan and his companion. Crying for “eradication of 
leftist pro-communists,” the group is now conducting a 
scorched earth operation to stamp out the patriotic, 
democratic forces calling for independence, democracy 
and reunification. 


The anti-communist fascist frenzy of the puppets is a 
coup d'etat without a gun-report to obliterate the move- 
ment for independence, democracy and reunification 
daily growing in South Korea and eventually revive the 
Sanguinary dictatorship of the “Fifth Republic” and a 
last-ditch effort of those faced with the crisis of ruin. 


By openly suppressing the people who aspire after 
democracy and the reunification of the country, the No 
group fully revealed once again that the “June 29 decla- 
ration” and “July 7 declaration” are no more than 
deceptive declarations for the extension of the military 
government and permanent division. 


The puppets are scheming jo stamp out the democratic 
forces and build up the barriers of division higher with 
their anti-communist fascist frenzy. 


But the fascist bayonet-brandishing will not open a 
wayout for the puppets but precipitate their downfall. 


Unshakable is the will of the South Korean people to 
overthrow the military dictatorship and achieve inde- 
pendence, democracy and reunification through a 
nation-wide struggle. 
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The No Tae-u must immediately release Rev. Mun 
Ik-hwan and his companion and all other imprisoned 
democratic figures 2nd people and give up the criminal 
anti-communist fascist moves. 


Liaison Committee Issues Bulletin on Rev Mun 
SK 1804101289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1000 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 18 (KCNA) —The International 
Liaison Committee for the Reunification and Peace of 
Korea on April 10 brought out its bulletin Ne | of April. 


In an editorial titled “Rev. Mun Ik-hwan Visits Pyongy- 
ang With a Patriotic Decision Upon the Invitation of 
President Kim Il-song” the bulletin says: The South 
Korean authorities should draw a proper lesson from the 
just voices of the South Korean people on the Pyongyang 
visit of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and take an affirmative 
attitude towards North-South dialogue. But they are 
going to punish him by invoking the “National Security 
Law,” a fascist law. This fully reveals their real intention 
against North-South dialogue. 


The editorial earnestly appeals to all the forces which 
love justice and peace to bitterly denounce the South 
Korean authorities’ anti-dialogue moves and suppres- 
sion and actively turn out in a campaign to check and 
frustrate their scheme to punish Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and 
scrap the fascist laws in South Korea. 


An article of the bulletin says that South Korea has 
turned into a most dangerous nuclear base threatening 
the existence of mankind and this is a grave threat not 
only to the Korean people but also to the world people. 


The article expresses full support to the peace proposals 
of the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea. 


Rally Denounces Arrest of Mun I[k-hwan 
SK 1704154689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1526 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 17 (KCNA)}—Over 10,000 work- 
ing people of all walks of life in Pyongyang held a mass 
rally at the Pyongyang indoor stadium this afternoon 
bitterly denouncing the South Korean fascist clique’s 
suppression of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and the South Korean 
democratic forces. All the speakers at the rally noted that 
the No Tae-u military fascist clique on April 13 walked 
away Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, a well-known dissident who 
returned to South Korea after paying a visit to Pyongy- 
ang, immediately he alighted from the plane. They 
denounced this not only as a wanton violation of democ- 
racy and human rights, but also as an anti-national, 
undemocratic treachery negating the North-South dia- 
logue and barring the reunification of the country. 


Representative of workers Kim Tong-sik said: 
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Rev. Mun Ik-hwan visited Pyongyang in public as the 
South Korean authorities directly conveyed our leiter of 
invitation to him in accordance with the proposal to 
convene a political consultative meeting of leadership- 
level people in the North and the South put forward by 
the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song in his new 
year address for 1989 and his visit was a patriotic deed 
reflecting the unanimous desire of the whole fellow 
countrymen desirous of national reconciliation and 
unity, dialogue and reunification. 


The fascist clique is describing Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s visit 
to Pyongyang as “‘one that served the purpose of strategy 
towards the South” and “created social confusion.” This 
iS a preposterous pretext invented to suppress him. 


As for the “social confusion” and “division of national 
opinion” in South Korea, they are taking place not. 
because of contact and dialogue between us and theg 
South Korean people, but because of the fascist clique’s 
barring broad masses’ discourse on reunification and 
dialogue at the point of the bayonet, insisting only on 
“dialogue controlled by the government.” 


Referring to the fact that the No Tae-u clique is totally 
suppressing the patriotic democratic forces calling for 
independence, democracy and reunification labelling them 
as “leftist violent forces” at the instigation of the U.S. 
imperialists, he branded the traitor No Tae-u who has so 
far deceived people under the cloak of ‘“‘democracy” as a 
truculent fascist dictator strangling independence and 
democracy and a heinous enemy barring the North-South 
dialogue and reunification. 


Due to the fascist clique’s harsh suppression, the whole 
land of South Korea is placed in the state of “unde- 
clared” martial law and an age more rigorous and darker 
than that of the traitor Pak Chong-hui’s “‘yusin” dicta- 
torial rule and the Chon Tu-hwan military fascist rule 
has come to South Korea, he said. 


Noting that bayonet-brandishing is a last-ditch effort of 
those on the verge of destruction and it results only in 
adding fuel to the struggle of the people, the speaker held 
that the No Tae-u group must stop the fascist suppres- 
sive offensive at once and release Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and 
all other detainees. 


The working class of the northern half of the republic 
will fully support and encourage the South Korean 
workers and other sections of people in their struggle, he 
stressed. Representative of agricultural working people 
Pak Myong-chun said that now the traitor No Tae-u has 
no face and qualification to talk about dialogue, reuni- 
fication and “summit talks” before the whole nation and 
the world conscience. The traitor No Tae-u must 
promptly stop inciting confrontation and antagonism 
and laying artificial obstacles in the way of reunification, 
unconditionally and immediately release illegally 
detained Rev. Mun and all the political prisoners and 
step down without delay, the speaker emphasized. 
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Representative of youth and students Chang Hak-pin 
said the No Tae-u fascist clique has launched a wholesale 
reactionary offensive against students and other patri- 
otin, emtnratic forces of South Korea with Mr. Mun’s 
visit to Pyongyang as an occasion, in a bid to obliterate 
the patriotic, democratic forces struggling for indepen- 
dence, democracy an reunification and dampen the 
ever growing desire of the fellow countrymen for reuni- 
fication, thus bridging over the crisis of its rule. 


The entire youth and students in the northern half of the 
republic, the speaker added, will extend full support and 
encouragement to the South Korean students in their just 
Struggle against the No Tae-u fascist clique’s criminal 
moves to keep people suffering from the division. The 
speaker ardently called on the youth and students in the 
North and the South to rise in the struggle more valiantly 
to realise the great cause of national reunification with 
youthful fervor and in an indomitable fighting spirit. 


Speaking next, representative of Korean christians Rev. 
Yi Song-pong said Rev. Mun’s visit to Pyongyang was a 
just, patriotic great undertaking aimed to realise dia- 
logue for the sacred cause of reunification not only on 
the authorities-level but also on non-governmental level, 
put an end to the disgrace of national division and 
promote national reunification. 


He further said: The South Korean fascist clique 
detained and is trying to punish by invoking the fascist 
law the 70 odd years old reverend who set out on the 
righteous road for the country and the nation, praying 
for national unity and reunification. This is an unpar- 
donable act of devils violating even human ethics. 


The speaker held that the South Korean authorities must 
immediately set free Rev. Mun who has devoted himself to 
reunification and abrogate all the fascist laws including the 
‘National Security Law”. He fervently called on the South 
Korean Christian bodies and churches and other religious 
Organizations and all believers to more valiantly fight in an 
indomitable spirit to check the fascists’ suppression of 
Rev. Mun who .urned out for reunification. 


Attending there were Chong Chun-ki, alternate member 
of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland; 
Yun Ki-pok vice-chairman of the CPRF and head of the 
North side’s delegation to preliminary talks for the 
convocation of a nationwide meeting; Choe Tok-sin, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Chondoist 
Chongu Party and vice-chairman of the CPRF; Yom 
Tae-chun, Chong Tu-hwan and Yo Yon-ku, presidium 
members of the Central Committee of the Democratic 
Front for the Reunification of the Fatherland; Kim 
Tae-sop, vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Korean Social democratic party; leading officials of 
public organisations and heads of North side’s delega- 
tions to North-South talks. 
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Bursting forth at the meeting place were slogans “bitterly 
denounce the outrages of the military fascist clique in 
bestially suppressing the people of all strata calling for 
independence, democracy and reunification in South 
Korea!.”’ “South Korean fascist clique, immediately 
release Rev. Mun Ik-hwan who was unwarrantably 
arrested!.” “Down with No Tae-u, the murderer!.” 
“Smash the ‘two Koreas’ plot of the U.S. imperialists 
and the No Tae-u puppet clique!.” 


SKNDF Spokesman’s Statement on Arrest of Mun 
SK 1804052589 (Clandestine) Voice of National 
Salvation in Korean to South Korea 2200 GMT 

13 Apr 89 


[Statement of the spokesman for the South Korean 
National Democratic Front (SKNDF) issued on 13 
April] 


[Text] The No Tae-u ring, which entered the road of an 
all-out fascist offensive, committed the anti-national 
violence of blocking at the source the rallies to welcome 
Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang. They mobilized 
several thousand more than 10,000 police troops, despite 
the protest and denunciation of all fellow countrymen, 
and whisked away Rev Mun, who came home with 
valuable treasure for reunification, taking him from the 
airport to the Agency for National Security Planning and 
detaining him. 


This is an intolerable treachery against our people and 
nation who wish Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang 
to be connected to the road of reunification. It is also an 
intolerable challenge to world public opinion. 


Rev Mun’s visit to Pyongyang was the manifestation of 
his noble intense patriotism to build a bridge over the 
national division that has continued for over 40 years 
and to arrive at national agreement on this issue, and it 
was a patriotic undertaking that spoke for the ardent 
desire and will of the entire nation for reunification. 
That is why Rev Mun accepted the invitation to visit 
Pyongyang passed on by the authorities while the entire 
nation watched, left the country legally, and made the 
visit rightfully and openly. 


Through his visit to Pyongyang, Rev Mun met the 
respected President Kim II-song as he wanted, and reached 
an important agreement which is of epochal significance 
for the solution of the ‘ssue of reunification, thereby 
providing a valuable milestone for the realization of our 
nation’s cause of reunification. This is an event that the 
entire nation should heartily welcome, a matter calling for 
commemoration, and a gallant act. Rev Mun—a man of 
over 70 years of age who spent a great part of his career in 
prison struggling for the democratization of South Korea 
and national reunification and provided a short cut to 
reunification by visiting the North—is a symbol of the 
reunification movement. He should return welcomed by 
garlands of flowers as an envoy of reunification amid the 
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applause of the entire nation. Therefore, our fellow coun- 
trymen are now protesting and denouncing the No Tae-u 
military government for arresting Rev Mun and have 
committed themselves to hold rallies to welcome him 
despite the suppression. 


Nevertheless, the No Tae-u ring used the visit to Pyongy- 
ang by the off-stage opposition figures as a pretext to 
suppress the left-leaning procommunist forces, perpe- 
trating an anticommunist fascist rampage, and whisked 
away and arrested Rev Mun and suppressed the welcom- 
ing rallies with the force of public authority. This is an 
antinational crime aimed at shackling the nation’s aspi- 
rations for reunification and suppressing the reunifica- 
tion movement of the masses. This is an open maneuver 
to fabricate procommunism and totally suppress the 
national democratic movement so as to reverse the 
political situation to the dictatorship of the Fifth Repub- 
lic, to block the way to dialogue and reunification, and to 
enforce the policy of perpetual division. 


The No Tae-u ring has even taken off its mask of 
democratization and thrown away the signboard of dia- 
logue and reunification. If we let loose the No Tae-u ring, 
it will be impossible to carry out the liquidation of the 
Fifth Republic irregularities, North-South dialogue, or 
reunification. Reality demands that all the people rise up 
in a pan-national struggle to stop the revival of the Fifth 
Republic dictatorship and to force the No Tae-u regime 
out of power. The struggle to oppose the judicial action 
against Rev Mun and to have him released is the struggle 
to crush the No Tae-u ring’s fascist offensive and open 
the road to democracy and reunification. [he patriotic 
masses of all walks of life, including the students, work- 
ers, and peasants, should launch themselves into a daring 
struggle to have Rev Mun Ik-hwan, a patriot for reuni- 
fication, released and to punish No Tae-u, the traitor to 
reunification. 


Guns and bayonets are not almighty. The No Tae-u 
ring’s fascist violence against Rev Mun Ik-hwan and 
other democratic patriotic forces is an act of self-destruc- 
tion whereby they are digging their own grave. The No 
Tae-u ring should see reality squarely, immediately stop 
the anticommunist fascist suppressive offensive, release 
without delay the patriotic democratic figures, including 
Rev Mun and Yi Pu-yong, who are illegally arrested and 
detained, and step down from power. 


The United States is responsible for the present grave 
situation of fascist rampage in South Korea. Bush’s 
junket to South Korea was followed by the cancellation 
of the No Tae-u ring’s promise for an interim appraisal. 
Then this was followed by the fascist offensive and 
all-out suppression against the patriotic democratic 
forces under the manipulation of the United States, and 
Rev Mun was arrested and detained with the backing of 
the United States. The United States should stop the act 
of instigating the No Tae-u ring toward fascism and 
perpetual division and withdraw from this land. 
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The SKNDF, with all of the masses, will carry out to the 
end the struggle for national salvation to crush the fascist 
offensive of the U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u ring, 
to have Rev Mun and other patriotic democratic figures 
released, and to open a phase of independence, democ- 
racy, and reunification. 


[Dated] 13 April 1989 


South Korea 


Newspapers Dispute ‘Crisis’ Situation 


Violence Fueling ‘Crisis’ 
SK 1804064289 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
15 Apr 89 p 2 


[Editorial: 
Violence”’} 


“We Should Guard Against Rampant 


[Text] One word to describe the situation under which 
our country finds itself is “crisis. Depending on 
whether we can overcome this crisis or not, the people of 
this era may be condemned by our future generations. 
Also depending on how one views it, the present can be 
said to be the most important and difficult period in the 
long history of Korea. If we fail to overcome this crisis, 
we will lag far behind the advancing history. On the 
other hand, if we overcome this crisis well, we will be 
making our presence felt in all corners of the world as a 
resourceful people who are capable of liberating all 
people from human bondage and of using social contra- 
dictions and struggle as the source of energy for advanc- 
ing history. 


The problem is that at the moment we find it hard to 
work out an appropriate way to overcome this crisis. 
Moreover, even if we are successful in finding a way, it is 
extremely difficult to shore up national support, namely, 
the public consensus, for putting it into practice. 


Nonetheless, there is one thing that we are convinced 
will serve as a foundation, or at least a precondition, for 
overcoming the crisis. It is that under no circumstances 
can violence be tolerated. In a sense, Korea is not the 
only country that finds itself under the present crisis. 
The advanced countries are also faced with a crisis. Such 
superpowers as the United States and the Soviet Union 
that have enjoyed prosperity since the end of World War 
il must have assumed that their prosperity would last 
forever. However, their “good old days” have gone by 
and are now in a difficult position, namely, an economic 
impasse. They are now experiencing such serious public- 
afflicting difficulties as inflation, unemployment, trou- 
bled medical and educational systems, and housing 
problems. In these fields, too, they have not been able to 
find a way out. Capitalism in the United States which is 
combined with liberal democracy has been unable to 
cure such chronic troubles as crimes and drug problems. 
Had it not been for Gorbachev’s reform, the Soviet 
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Union which has adopted a controlled socialist eco- 
nomic system based on the theory of class dictatorship 
would have continued to drift toward its demise. 


This notwithstanding, the future for the two superpowers 
is not as dark as it seems. They have been in an 
uninterrupted quest for ways to overcome the crisis. The 
future of the two superpowers is not as dark because both 
have realized that they can never justify the use of 
violence with their ideologies. Nazi Germany, which 
championed national socialism, an offshoot of socialism, 
gave priority to the use of violence and converted each 
member of its society into a prisoner. What was the 
result? The deformed nationalism in a group of Third 
World countries that rationalize the use of any form of 
violence to ensure national security has brought to their 
people nothing but starvation. The United States has 
experienced McCarthyism just as the Soviet Union has 
graduated from its own Stalinism, both policies based on 
the use of violence, and both have now overcome them. 


This is not a lesson that we can learn only from abroad. 
Following national liberation, people dabbled in various 
kinds of ideologies as means to save the country and in 
the course of putting them into practice they resorted to 
terrorism. What results have they brought? The reckless 
games of playing with ideologies and the jockeying for 
position in power struggles have only led to the deaths of 
many innocent people. Arguing that some people can be 
sacrificed or hurt for the sake of a great cause, the 
champions of these ideologies beautified their use of 
violence, an act undertaken only out of their own per- 
sonal interests, and thereby painting it in the history as 4 
heroic act. Have we failed to repent our past wrongdo- 
ings? Our history following national liberation is studded 
with instances of the right and left in the North and 
South using violence in the name of government power 
and the left and right resorting to violence behind their 
claim for justice, peace, freedom, and antidictatorial 
struggle. Are we to repeat it? 


Yi Sung-wan, a political hooligan, is making his presence 
felt around and members of the Federation of Youths for 
the Defense of the Nation broke into the office of the 
National Democratic Alliance of Korea. As observed at 
Hyundai Heavy Industries, violent labor disputes, 
including the violence employed to put down the work- 
ers involved in the violent labor strikes, have spread to 
all sectors of the industries. On not a few campuses 
students threatened their teachers with violence. Violent 
demonstrations are being staged in various places to 
welcome back or to oppose Rev Mun Ik-hwan. Violence 
expressed in praise of Kim Il-song, including a visit to 
Pyongyang, and the response to it from the extreme right 
wing are heading for a showdown of “force.” One cannot 
but be concerned about and deplore the course our 
country seems to have chosen. 


The use of violence, whatever form it may be, should stop. 
No ideology and excuse can justify terror. Violent means 
in use at this juncture should be condemned as an antin- 
ational, antimasses, antifreedom, and antihistory act. 
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‘Crisis’ Rumors Called Groundless 
SK 1704084289 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
14 Apr 89 p 2 


[Editorial: ““Truth and Falsity About a Rumor of Crisis”’] 


[Text] A groundless rumor about a crisis is now on 
people’s lips, and they are not tired of speaking about it. 
This may be because our society is in the grips of 
restlessness. It is true that tension and uneasiness are 
high in our society because of the crackdown on dissi- 
dent figures in the wake of Rev Mun’s visit to North 
Korea, the extreme form of labor strife that can be 
observed in Ulsan, the unending restlessness on the 
campuses, and the widespread rumors of a nationwide 
strike on | May; but the spread of groundless rumors is 
very worrisome in view of our society’s health. A U.S. 
daily went so far as to hint at a possible coup d’etat in our 
country. This is very unpleasant. 


“ve still remember the yusin period and the Fifth Repub- 
lic when we were constantly vexed by rumors of crisis. 
Jusi as at present, groundless rumors constantly rubbed 
our nerves: In March we heard rumors that a crisis was 
about to be set in motion in April, and in August we were 
told to anticipate another crisis in September. When 
nothing happened, we were told to expect crises in the 
months to come. 


For about a year starting with the Sixth Republic’s 
inauguration we did not have any rumors of looming 
crises. However, we seem to have come into another 
round in a vicious cycle called groundless rumors. This is 
nothing but an expression of the uneasy situation as Well 
as an indication of the deteriorating social situation. 


This being the case, the rumors that are circulating should 
be seen as a sign of our social ills and of the need to cut out 
their cause and improve the situation as a whole. 


In general, groundless rumors and the like tend to arise 
when the foundation of a society is rocked. All societies 
are destined to experience some sort of crisis at one time 
or another, but rumors of crises do not raise their head 
every time societies are in trouble. The problem is that 
they arise when the people do not have trust in the ways 
and means that are supposed to deal with them. 


A survey of the words and deeds of the government and 
those involved in political activities who are supposed to 
cope with crises and seek their settlement shows that they 
can hardly win the public’s confidence in this regard. 


The first thing to cite is the uneasy political situation that 
has continued for months now. With the political groups 
inconsistent in carrying out what they are supposed to do 
and with such a situation continuing for months now, 
those involved in politics have failed to come up with 
anything that can allow the people to foresee what is 
going to happen in the future, something that a must be 
expected of them as a matter of course. 
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For example, the uncertain attitude of the political 
parties toward the case of Rev Mun and the confusion on 
the part of the rival parties regarding the need for talks 
among them make it impossible to foresee what will 
happen tomorrow. 


Needless to say, the people do not trust them when they 
fail to produce any predictability, not to mentiun the fact 
that it gives rise to social uneasiness. 


Also, the government should admit that the people’s 
confidence in it has dropped to an all time low recently. 
Time after time the government has been referred to 2 
a group of indecisive and weak pecple who are running 
about in confusion. Even the measures it has taken 
recently to restore public security have failed to calm the 
people, even though they are supported in principle by 
the people. Up until now, the government has not 
bothered to warn the dissident political groups for their 
openly challenging acts. And now, in the wake of Rev 
Mun’s visit to North Korea, it has begun to crack down 
on and investigate them. By doing so, the government 
proves that it lacks public support and that it is out of 
bounds as to what must be done first and what must be 
done later. 


Although we do not consider the current situation as 
anything approaching a crisis, we should not make light 
of the fact that it has given rise to a widespread rumor of 
crisis. As a matter of course, the government and those 
involved in political activity should deal vigilantly with 
the political situation. 


Also, we would like to note that a series of problems facing 
our society are being exaggerated a little too much and that 
there is a social atmosphere that seems to constantly 
encourage the people to be aware of a looming crisis. The 
case of Rev Mun’s visit to North Korea should not be 
regarded as such a shocking incident that can rock our 
society to its foundation, but as something that should be 
treated appropriately according to the dictates of law and 
for which we need to take some related measures in a 
cool-headed way. It deserves nothing more. In addition, 
the labor disputes are a part of the ordeals that our society 
must withstand and, therefore, we should find a way to 
lessen our suffering from it. Our entire society should 
stand firm and remain unaffected by such rumors rather 
than becoming easily excited. 


Campus Unrest Shows ‘No Sign of Abating’ 
SK 1804024889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] Campus unrest is getting worse as wild confron- 
tations between students and schooi management show 
no sign of abating. 


About 20 universities are ridden with student protests 
across the nation. Students want the freezing of tuition 
and more voice in school management. 


12 
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Korea University and Seoul National Teachers Col'sge 
went into suspension Saturday because of protracted 
student sit-in protests, followed by Hannim University 
in Chunchon, Kangwon-to. 


Yi Chun-pom, president of Korea University, indicated 
a strong stance against students with a statement that the 
suspension will last “until the campus restores its order.” 


Calling for lifting the suspension, however, 600 Korea 
University students staged sit-in protests in the central 
library yesterday. The private university student council 
also demands the resignation of president Yi, who was 
elected in controversial voting in March. 


Amidst outcry by students angered by the announcement 
of the suspension, president Yi and key faculty staffers 
resolved Sunday to punish ringleaders of the protest. 
Students plan a “massive” demonstration to denounce 
management. 


The school administration is considering calling in 
police to drive protesting students out of the campus, 
school sources said. 


Though negotiations are still underway, signs of compro- 
mise are not seen at Seoul National Teachers College. 
Students continued sit-in protests yesterday against 
tuition fee hikes and suspension of all classes. 


The college has been paralyzed by the sit-in protests 
since last month. The campus demonstrations became 
more violent after the death of a student who committed 
suicide by setting himself alight. 


Confrontations Lead to Class Suspensions 
SK 1804011089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
18 Apr 89 p 8 


[Editorial: “College Class Suspension”’} 


[Text] It’s been quite some time since the prestige and 
dignity of our institutions of higher learning began to 
deform. After more than 50 days of students sit-ins and 
subsequent class boycotts, Korea University suspended 
classes indefinitely over the weekend. 


Unceasing confrontation between students and faculty 
have been reported since Feb. 20 when the two sides 
clashed chiefly on election procedures for the school 
presidency. Infuriated with “brazen” acts by some stu- 
dents in demanding a say in choosing their university 
head, some professors canceled their classes, causing 
further paralysis to academic programs already degraded 
by students’ class boycotts. 


Then, the student group filed a suit with the prosecution 
Friday against their newly elected president Yi Chun- 
pom and former chief of academic affairs An Chang-il 
for alleged irregularities in admission of students. This 
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action obviously prompted the university administra- 
tion to resort to hardiine steps of suspending classes and 
considering such measures as expelling the student lead- 
ers who instigated campus unrest as well as requesting 
government intervention in resolving the crisis. 


Similar episodes have taken place at two other colleges, 
Seoul National Teacher’s College and Hannim College. 
Both of them are outbreaks of students’ grievances on 
intramural or technical affairs. Whatever the causes, 
these incidents have been predominantly unruly and 
lacking in due regard for our social and academic norms 
and values. 


The attitude of the students toward their schools and 
faculty raises a fundamental question as to their concept 
of human relations and the rights and prestige of profes- 
sors. It is our deep-rooted basic ethical dictate that 
students should be the last persons to belittle, denigrate 
or manhandle professors. 


The situation calls for urgent attention. It has become 
necessary for school authorities and professors to live up 
to what they really believe is righteous and appropriate 
in upholding their privileges and dignity in a genuine 
sense. Professors, students and parents must join in 
sober soul-searching to protect the integrity of campuses 
for the good of all. 


Legitimate students’ demands, meanwhile, should be 
earnestly listened to and must not be taken lightly. It will 
be counterproductive to offer mere lip-service or win- 
dow-dressing in response to student grievances directed 
at university development. Korea University students’ 
allegation of irregularities in admission of students must 
be investigated thoroughly. 


The appropriate guide here is down-to-earth talks and 
face-to-face dialogue among all parties involved. It is of 
utmost importance to pr-vent any possibility that pro- 
traction of such unrest may produce unsavory side 
effects at this important juncture of our society. 


House Panel to Discuss Unrest 
SK 1804042089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] The Education-Information committee of the 
National Assembly will meet tomorrow to discuss recent 
campus disturbances and the prosecution probe of staff 
members of the HANGYORE SINMUN, a progressive 
daily. 


Education Minister Chong Won-sik, and Culture-Infor- 
mation Minister Choe Pyong-yol will attend the session. 


The convocation of the House panel was unilaterally 
announced yesterday by its chairman Rep. Chong Tae- 
chol from the Party for Peace and Democracy. 
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Chong was about to discuss the holding of the session 
with representatives of the four parties, but their meeting 
could not be held due to opposition of the ruling Dem- 
ocratic Justice Party [DJP] and the internal problems of 
the Reunification Democratic Party [RDP]. 


So, Chong, backed by the three opposition parties, 
decided to convene the session despite the DJP’s objec- 
tion. It has not known immediately whether the govern- 
ing party will attend the session. 


The three opposition parties agreed to press the admin- 
istration hard in the session about the prosecution inves- 
tigation of the newspaper's staff members, claiming that 
it is a kind of government suppression of the press. 


They claimed that the suppression of the press should be 
halted immediately and Prof. Yi Yong-hui of Hanyang 
University, also working as an editorial writer of the 
Hangyore Sinmun, now under arrest, should be released 
at once. 


The parties also decided to discuss in the panel session 
ways of helping solve the worsening campus situation 
following the temporary closing of Korea University, 
Seoul Teacher’s College, and Hannim University. 


But, the DJP argues that the arrest of Prof. Yi and the 
probe of the newspaper’s staff members is not a kind of 
suppression of the press. 


A DJP spokesman said, “Yi was arrested on suspicion of 
violating the National Security Law, and his case cannot be 
brought before the Education-Information Committee.” 


“Furthermore, investigation is still going on, so the case 
should be discussed by other committees, such as the 
Legislation-Judiciary Committee after prosecutors end 
their probe,” he argued. 


Dissidents Allege Government ‘Witch Hunt’ 
OW 1804111389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0816 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 18 KYODO—Sixteen dissident lead- 
ers issued a statement Tuesday demanding that South 
Korean authorities stop what they said is an unfounded 
campaign of oppression. 


The statement, signed by 89 academics, clergy, artists 
and lawyers, accused Seoul officials of promoting a 
communist witch hunt against the dissident community. 


Authorities, they said, are using the recent arrest of 
dissident Rev. Mun Ik-hwan as an excuse to return to the 
systematic oppression of former President Chon Tu- 
hwan. 


FBIS-EAS-89-073 
18 April 1989 


The administration of President No Tae-u launched an 
inter-department effort to control dissident activities last 
week, days before Mun’s arrest in Seoul for an unautho- 
rized visit to North Korea. 


The dissidents said they would use hunger strikes to 
increase public awareness. 


Earlier the same day, eight university students stormed 
the office of a National Assembly member of the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party, hurling homemade firebombs. 
The students, calling for NO’s resignation, occupied the 
office for about 10 minutes before police took them into 
custody. 


Cabinet Ministers Meet on Labor Disputes 
SK 1804051589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0512 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


{Text} Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)}—Cabinet ministers 
tackling labor disputes decided Tuesday to call in 
replacement manpower, including military personnel, to 
cope with strikes that threaten key and strategic indus- 
tries and national or regional economies. 


They also decided to urge stern legal action against both 
management and labor if they resort to outlawed activ- 
ities in connection with disputes. 


The decisions were made in a meeting of the ministers of 
economic planning, trade-industry, home affairs, justice 
and labor called Tuesday by Prime Minister Kang Yong- 
hun. ; 


A resolution adopted at the meeting calls on the police to 
immediately intervene if management does not approve 
the lawful establishment of a labor union, if either side 
employs violence or if labor seeks to expel non-union 
company officials from the work site to stage strikes. 


In labor disputes at service industries such as the rail- 
road, subway, taxi, electricity, communications and hos- 
pitals, the government will intervene right after the 
cooling-off period expires if there is no progress in 
negotiations. 


Labor Affairs Minister Chang Yong-chol issued a state- 
ment calling for the “‘peaceful settlement of wage nego- 
tiations and nature labor-management relationship.” 


He called for unionists to repulse bids by “third parties” 
to influence labor disputes and said they should seek to 
solve their problems by themselves. He said activists and 
student radicals are to be blamed for the ongoing labor 
crisis. 
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500 Press Unionist Demonstrate in Downtown Seoul 
SK 1804074689 Seoul YONHAP in English 0733 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)}—More than 500 
members of the Korean Federation of Press Unrons 
Staged a street protest Tuesday in downtown Seoul 
demanding the immediate release of Yi Yong-hui, an 
editorial advisor to HANGYORE SINMUN, a liberal 
newspaper founded by dissident journalists last year. 


Denouncing Yi's arrest as suppression of the press, the 
journalists called on the government of President No 
Tae-u to abolish the National Security Law, which they 
said has been used to oppress “democratic forces.” 


“A series of acts of suppression directed against 
HANGYORE are clear evidence that the government 
lacks morality and honesty in handling the reunification 
issue,” said a statement released by the protesters during 
a rally in front of the Korea Press Center. 


The statement called for dissolution of the joint security 
investigation headquarters, charging it was set up as a 
“vanguard for supressing democratic forces.” 


The federation comprises 43 labor unions of newspapers 
and broadcasting companies and the nation’s sole news 
agency. 


Security agents arrested Yi, a journalism professor at 
Seoul’s Hanyang University, on charges of attempting to 
contact North Koreans in a bid to cover North Korea 
first hand for HANGYORE, and announced its plan to 
summon other senior HANGYORE journalists for ques- 
tioning. 


Opposition parties and dissidents protested the move as 
suppression not only of the nationalistic newspaper but 
also of the whole press. 


Yi’s arrest followed the arrest of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan on 
charges of violating the National Security Law with an 
unauthorized trip to Pyongyang iast month that shocked 
the nation. 


Government Rounds Up 200 Union Activists 
SK 1804082189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0756 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)—The South Korean 
Government, rounding up nearly 200 activists and hard- 
core union members in lightning strikes on factories in 
the metropolitan area Monday and Tuesday, signaled an 
intensification of its fight against radical labor actions. 


The powerful joint investigation team of public security 
agencies was activated for the first time in raids Monday 
on work sites in Suwon and Sungnam, south of Seoul, 
that netted 10 activists for questioning on suspicion of 
orchestrating illegal labor disputes. 


ie = 
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The crack team of investigators from the police, prose- 
cution and the Agency for National Security Planning 
also took 185 strikers into custody in predawn raids on 
four work sites in Puchon, west of Seoul. 


Of the 195, seven were arrested on charges of violating 
laws governing violence. Investigators also started a 
search for Mun Song-hyon, 36, a cochairman of “the 
National Council of Labor Activists Bodies,” and 
another suspected activist. 


They earlier arrested Un Pyong-ho, 39, chairman of the 
council’s Seoul chapter, and seven other labor activists 
on charges of third-party interference in labor disputes. 


Agents of the joint investigation team aiso arrested Pak 
Yun-chae, 38, owner of a business in Shinkil-Tong, 
Seoul, for violating the Labor Standard Act by withhold- 
ing payment of his employees’ salaries. 


The team is reportedly poised to pounce on some hard- 
core unionists of 56 firms who are planning to strike on 
May Day. Informed sources said investigators are exam- 
ining an unconfirmed report that warns of a coordinated 
strike on May |. 


The companies are 13 subcontractors of the Pohang Iron 
and Steel Co., 19 firms in the Masan and Changwon 
Industrial Complexes, seven firms in Sungnam and 17 
sister companies of the Lucky-Goldstar Co. 


USFK Korean Workers Threaten Strike 
SK 1804040689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] The 15 regional chapters of the U.S. Korea Forces 
Korean Employees Union (USFKKEU) decided yester- 
day to go on strike in the event that the union and the 
USFK [U.S. Forces Korea] fail to solve differences in 
On-going negotiations. 


The executive union council will set the date to start the 
strike and its method in line with the results of the 
negotiations. 


The union representatives and the U.S. military author- 
ities negotiated on a 10-point demand of the Korean 
employees including a 18.7 percent rise of pay and 
amendment of the percent labor stipulations in the 
Korea-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement [SOFA] in early 
February this year. 


The Korean Employees Union reported to the Ministry 
of Labor the dispute Feb. 27 as the union and the U.S. 
military authorities tried in vain to settle the dispute. 


About 19,000 unionized members began to vote to 
decide whether or not they would have recourse to such 
collective action as a general strike from April 7 onward. 
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Roughly 25,000 Korean nationals are working at U.S. 
military installations and facilities across the country. 


The Korean employees are entitled to launch the stop- 
page from May 10 because the SOFA labor law stipulates 
a 70-day cooling-off period, in case the union and the 
USFK fail to settle the dispute. 


Labor Unrest Reportedly Endangers Auto Industry 
SK 1604024389 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
16 Apr 89 p 8 


[By staff reporter Choe Won-sok] 


[Text] The domestic car industry is endangered due to a 
sharp decrease in exports entailed by the won apprecia- 
tion against the U.S. dollar and labor disturbances at 
makers of automotive parts. 


The nation’s three largest automakers—Hyundai, Dae- 
woo and Kia—have been forced to suspend production 
as they are unable to get sufficient parts. 


It is generally feared that the suspension of their opera- 
tions will be prolonged unless suppliers of automotive 
parts settle labor-management conflicts. 


In addition to labor turmoil at manufacturers of auto- 
motive parts, car makers are expected to see cuts in 
production as they are negotiating with their workers 
Over wage Increases. 


Many business experts apprehend that if labor distur- 
bances at makers of cars and their parts continue, the 
entire automobile industry will collapse in the near 
future. 


It is reported that 13 makers of such key automotive 
parts as springs, door frames and levers are now suffering 
from strikes by their workers, thus forcing the nation’s 
three largest car manufacturers to suspend production 
effective Friday. 


Among the 13 are Daewon Kangup which solely supplies 
springs and Hanil Precision Industrial which manufac- 
tures levers and oil presses. 


In the meantime, some eight makers of automotive parts 
are expected to lock out soon as they are embroiled in 
labor-management conflicts. 


Because of increasing labor-management conflicts at 
manufacturers of automotive parts, the operation ratio 
of the three makers dropped to 50 to 60 percent before 
they suspended entire production. 


Labor disturbances at Daewon Kangup, especially, dealt 
the most severe blow to Hyundai, Daewoo and Kia as it 
is the sole producer of, besides springs, chains, sheets 
and another nine automotive parts. 
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With five plants across the country, workers at the 
company have refused to work since they reported to the 
government the occurrence of labor disputes on April 10. 


As they are legally allowed to stage a general strike from 
Thursday unless labor disputes are solved, it is inevitable 
that the nation’s five car makers including Asia and 
Ssangyong will be forced to suspend production for long. 


Worker: at Daewon Kangup had reached a compromise 
over collective negotiations with management through 
six rounds of talks. 


However, they are now confronting with management 
over wage increases. 


In detail, they are calling for an average wage increase Of 
190,000 won including bonuses, while management !s 
refusing to accept the demand. 


With the suspension of production, Hyundai, Daewoo 
and Kia are unable to manufacture some 5,000 cars per 
day, suffering great damage in domestic sales and 
exports as well. 


The figure breaks down to 2,400 units for Hyundai, the 
nation’s largest car maker, 1,200 units for Kia and 1,000 
units for Daewoo. 


This month, Hyundai planned to produce 40,000 u: 
Kia 30,000 units and Daewoo 25,000 units. 


However, their total production amounted to about 
30,000 units as of April 15. 


The suspension of their production is also having an 
adverse impact on their partners and other makers of 
automotive parts, inflicting financial difficulties on 
them. 


In the meantime, the car industry manufactured some 
300,000 units during the first quarter of this year, 
accounting for about 80 percent of the 380,000 units set 
in the period. 


It is generally expected that production in the second 
quarter will be far below the first quarter's level due to 
the suspension of operations and soaring labor-manage- 
ment conflicts. 


As a result, the total production of motor vehicles 15 
estimated 1.2 million to |.3 million units this year, lower 
than the projected 1.51 million. 


But the figure will be hardly realized if labor-manage- 
ment disputes at car makers and manufacturers of auto- 
motives escalate in the second quarter. 


Exports of cars stood at some $100,000 units in the first 
quarter, down 34.2 percent from the 150,000 units 
registered a year ago. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The shipment in the second quarter is estimated at less 
than 100,000 units. 


As exports of cars had annually increased more than 30 
percent during 1985 and 87, the sharp decrease this year 
is Shocking not merely the car industry but also other 
business circles. 


The nation’s five car makers plan to complete negotia- 
tions with their workers over wage increases by early 
next month. The negotiations will start by the end of this 
month as their representatives agreed on early this year. 


After the completion of their own negotiations, they 
have sought to negotiate wage hikes with workers at 
suppliers of automotive parts. 


Automakers Turning to Imported Parts 
SK 1804025189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0242 GMT 


18 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)}—Korea’s major auto- 
makers, unable to get parts from some of their strike- 
plagued subcontractors, have urgently imported parts so 
that they can partially resume production. 


Hyundai, Kia, and Daewoo virtually suspended produc- 
tion last weekend because of the parts shortage caused by 
labor disputes, which have slashed Korea’s auto exports 
34.2 percent in the first quarter, according to industry 
sources. 


Each firm was operating at 20-50 percent of normal 
Tuesday because of the shortage of parts. 


Daewoo resumed production Monday with springs and 
other parts imported following the outbreak of a labor 
dispute at the Taewon Kang Up Co. earlier this month, 
the sources said. 


Hyundai was operating at 20 percent, with work on its 
Sonata and Excel models resuming Monday. However, 
its Stellar and Presto production lines remained shut 
down. 


Kia resumed production of its export-only Festiva and 
its Pride model Monday. 


Nine Labor Activists Apprehended in Kyonggi 
SK 1804025489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] The Joint Public Security Investigation Head- 
quarters made a predawn raid yesterday, apprehending 
labor union activists suspected of having masterminded 
violent labor strikes in major industrial complexes in 
K yongg! Province. 
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Nine labor union leaders and counsellors were booked 
on charges of violating the Labor Dispute Mediation 
Law that prohibit third-party figures from meddling in 
labor disputes. 


Among the nine were three directors of trade union 
movement counselling centers—Chong Kum-chae, 37, 
Pak Song-ho, 38, and Yi Kyong-ho, 37—as well as Yi 
Tong-il, 34, a labor union leader. 


Investigators also confiscated about 10,000 anti-govern- 
ment leaflets and ten firebombs. 


The predawn crackdown on labor unionists was con- 
ducted as part of the government's tough measure to 
abort the allegedly projected May Day massive strike. 


A prosecution spokesman said that the investigation 
headquarters have since April 14 arrested seven out of 
58 labor unionists whisked away from major industrial 
complexes in Kyonggi-to and Kyongsangnam-to. 


Foreign Banks To Raise Wages To Avoid Disputes 
SK 1504064189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0612 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 15 (YONHAP)—Foreign banks in 
Korea are expected to raise their employees’ pay 30 
percent this year, compared with last year’s 18.75 per- 
cent, to prevent disputes, financial sources predicted 
Saturday. 


Lloyds Bank of Britain has agreed with its union to 
increase wages 33 percent, while the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI), also of Britain, has 
settled on 38 percent. 


Lloyds workers will get a 12 percent regular pay increase 
and 21 percent additional pay rise to compensate for 
disparity with other foreign banks. 


BCCI employees will get an extra 100,000 won (about 
150.38 U.S. dollars) a month plus a 25 percent regular 
pay increase and bonuses twice a year. 


Other foreign banks are expected to follow suit. 


Domestic banks boosted pay 9.5 percent last year, and 
the Korean Federation of Bank and Financial Labor 
Unions (KFBU) is pushing for a pay raise this year of 
22.9 percent. 


A KFBU official said the steep pay raises being offered 
by foreign banks are due to soaring profits last year and 
worries Over joint struggles by unions of Lloyds, Cit- 
ibank of the U.S. and ten other foreign banks for higher 


wages. 


Korean employees at some foreign banks have com- 
plained that their wages are lower than at domestic 
banks. 
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At the Banque Nationale de Paris of France, wage 
disputes caused a 37-day strike last August-Octuber. 


Government To Arbitrate in Key-I Disputes 
SK1504003589 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Labor disputes affecting key industries will be 
unilaterally referred to government arbitration to safe- 
guard the nation’s economy, the Labor Ministry said 
yesterday. 


Strikes by workers in such sectors as public transport, 
electricity, of communication are liable to affect the 
economy and public interest. To minimize stagnation 
from those strikes, the ministry will refer those cases to 
arbitration, a spokesman said. 


According to the Labor Dispute Adjustment Act, a local 
labor committee could arbitrate a dispute at the request 
of the government. 


If a labor dispute is referred to arbitration, all strike 
activities are banned during the arbitration period. 


Strikers are subject to penal servitude of less than one 
year or a fine not to exceed one million won when they 
violate the suspension, according to the Act. 


A decision by an arbitration committee has the same 
effect as that of a collective bargaining agreement. Both 
management and labor should bow to an arbitration 
award. 


The government has rarely resorted to unilateral arbitra- 
tion because it has been widely blamed for “infringing on 
worker's basic rights” to go on strike. 


In addition to arbitration, the labor minister may render 
a decision for an emergency adjustment, if acts of 
dispute are related to a business of public interest, or it is 
such in scope or character that there exists a danger 
which might substantially impair the nation’s economy 
or endanger the daily life of the general public. 


Acts of disputes are immediately suspended when a 
decision for an emergency adjustment is announced. The 
Central Labor Committee can mediate or refer to an 
arbitration. 


An ad hoc commission in the Labor Ministry begins to 
work today to cope with labor disputes which are 
expected around May Day. Vice Labor Minister Yi 
Yong-chun heads the commission which has 14 sub- 
commissions. 


One of the commission's main functions is to monitor 
labor unrest at key businesses related to the public 
interest. It also will consult with other ministries to 
prevent labor unrest. 
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The ministry also said Thursday that workers would be 
punished when they go on strike before the end of the 
mandatory 10 to 15 day cooling. ff period. 


The ministry said it would ask prosecutors for the 
heaviest punishment possible for those who violate the 
Labor Law by such acts as breaking the cooling-off 
period, using violence, or occupying public facilities. 


Managers, who illegally refuse collective bargaining or 
try to break up unions, wil! also be sternly dealt with, 
according to the ministry. 


The total number of labor disputes reported so far this 
year reache i 412, according to ministry statistics. Stull 
racked by disputes are 127 corporations. 


The most popular sirike demand is pay hikes, which is 
also an agenda item management and workers hardly 
agree on, a labor analyst said. 


The more radical “democratic unions” are demanding 
an average 37.3 percent pay raise for workers this year 
while the Federatior of Korean Trade Unions, the only 
authorized nationwide union body, has put forth a 26.8 
percent pay increase as a guideline for member unions in 
their wage struggle or “Imtu.” 


EPB Reports 1988 Household Income Figures 
SK 1804053589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0528 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)—Spending rose faster 
than income by 18.3 percent to 17 percent for urban 
households last year, the Economic Planning Board 
(EPB) said Tuesday. 


Monthly average income per urban family of four was 
657,200 won (about 998.27 U.S. dollars), up 17 percent 
from 561,700 won in 1987, while expenditures reached 
503,000 won (about 756.39 dollars), up 18.3 percent 
from the previous year’s 425,100 won, according to the 
EPB data. 


Taking into consideration the price growth rate of 7.1 
percent, income gained 9.2 percent in real terms. 


Surplus income dropped to 25.4 percent of disposable 
income from 26 percent, but grew to 154,200 won from 
136,600 won. 


The EPB attributed the improvement of monthly 
income to expanding employment of fam:iy members 
(1.42 jobs per family) and pay raises. 


The surge in expenditure was mainly due to the rising 
cost of transportation and communications, a direct tax 
and social security fees. 
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Wage income increased to 566,800 won, up | 7.4 percent 
(9.0 percent in real terms) from 1987, and other earnings 
rose 14.4 percent to 90,400 won. Monthly average wage 
of householders was 487,800 won (74.2 percent of the 
family’s income). 


Outlays for transporta’ion and communications showed 
the highest growth of 27.2 percent to 32,500 won due to 
the rising prices and maintenance expenses of private 
Cars. 


Expenditures for food rose 14.7 percent to 154,800 won, 
while the engel’s coefficient (share of food costs among 
household expenses) averaged 34.1 percent, down |.7 
percentage points. 


Housing costs gained | 1.9 percent to 18,900 won, with a 
6.1 percent increase in rent and a 21.9 percent increase 
in repairing charges. 


Spending for furniture, daily necessities, apparel, foot- 
wear and medical care gained |7 percent to 22 percent, 
according to the EPB figures. 


Ministry To Discipline Teachers for Leftist Ideas 
SK 1804034289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] School teachers offering leftist ideology lessons in 
classes will face stern disciplinary action, an Education 
Ministry official said yesterday. 


The wumistry has taken a hard-line policy 10 prohibit 
leftist ideology education from gnawing into middle and 
high schools. 


According tO a ministry report, some teachers give 
unauthorized lesson on progressive ideologies that 
greatly challenge and throw into chaos the regular school 
education on national security. 


In the wake of the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’'s visit to North 
Korea, anti-communism education at schools has been 
on the verge of dislocation, said the ministry which 
announced a ban on “unauthorized textbooks” in class. 


Pointing out that use of several kinds of extracurricular 
textbooks edited and published by dissident teachers 1s 
rampant, the ministry ordered each city and province 
educational commission to intensify its surveillance of 
illegal leftist education in class. 


A guideline for a Revised Korean Language Textbook, 
compiled by the Teachers Society for Korean Language 
Education, is a typical one that defies orthodox anti- 
communism education, the ministry said. 
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Verses and stories contained in the guideline are appar- 
ently lopsidedly promoting leftism idec'ogy, the minis- 
try’s analysis shows. Some middle school students’ 
essays featured in the book are found even tilting to 
pro-Pyongyang elements, the ministry added. 


The book also introduces the life of Chon Tae-il, the 
factory worker who committed suicide by 
setting himself alight in protest at poor labor conditions 
in the late 1960s, and some other revolution-provoking 
works by dissident writers, the ministry reported. 


Former Minister on ‘Expansion of Leftist Forces’ 
SK 1504040889 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
9 Apr 89 p 4 


[Interview with Kim Yong-kap, former government 
administration minister, by Chang Myong-su, deputy 
director of the editorial department of HANGUK 
ILBO—date and place not given] 


[Text] [Editor’s note] We often meet people who worry 
about the current situation in which the voices of the 
radical forces are increasing everywhere in our society, 
and their armament in logic looks to be imposing while 
the rightist forces have cowered. The voices of conserva- 
tive people or rightist forces are very low and their logic 
is very weak. We hardly meet people who openly express 
their opinions and views. Mr Kim Yong-kap resigned 
from his post as government administration minister on 
15 March, advocating: “The current expansion of the 
leftist forces has become a serious problem. The govern- 
ment should break through today’s difficult situation by 
conducting a midterm appraisal of President No’s per- 
formance in the form of a confidence vote with his term 
at stake.” He is generally acknowledged to be a rightist. 
Let us hear his opinion on the current political situation. 


[Chang Myong-su] Even now, when the government's 
plan to conduct a midterm appraisal has been shelved, 
do you still believe your choice was correct? 


[Kim Yong-kap] There is no change in my opinion that 
the government should have tided over the current 
situation by conducting a midterm appraisal of Presi- 
dent No’s performance in the form of a confidence vote 
with his term at stake. The government seems to be 
attempting to bring the current chaotic situation under 
control through the mobilization of public power after 
having shelved its plan for a midterm appraisal. How- 
ever, to bring today’s chaotic situation under control it is 
necessary to first create a new atmosphere. In order to 
create a new atmosphere, it is imperative that the silent 
majority of people who want stability back up the 
government and support it by casting their votes in a 
midterm appraisal. 


Only when the silent majority of people check the radical 
forces through votes can public power become stronger 
and can conservative people have a sense of confidence 
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in their strength. There is a limit to creating an atmo- 
sphere with physical force. Moreover, now is not the 
time to totally resort to public power. | think that with 
Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang as an occasion the 
people have come to deeply realize the seriousness of the 
expansion of the leftist forces that I have warned of. | 
also think the opposition parties must have realized, 
although belatec"'y, che real situation of the leftist forces 
that they have supported as “democratic forces.” 


An elder stateman told me recently that “the wind blows 
into the house because its frame is broken; but the 
government and the ruling party are trying to stop up 
just a crack in the door.” At that time, I told him: “Thats 
right. However, all I can do is to tell the government that 
the wind is blowing into the house or to stop up the 
crack. I am not in a position to fix the broken frame of 
the house.” 


The shelving of the midterm appraisal can be compared 
to missing the opportunity to use the privilege of a 
penalty kick attained with so much effort. 


The reasons President No Tae-u gave for shelving the 
midterm appraisal when the step was announced were 
those already discussed when the plan for the midterm 
appraisal was mapped out. When a boxer fights in the 
ring, he cannot expect victory in the fight without being 
hit at all by the rival. He must fight at the risk of being 
wounded. 


[Chang] People say that the government touched off an 
extensive boom on its policy of North-South relations 
and northern policy with the hope that these policies 
would be favorably utilized in the midterm appraisal. 
However, they indicate that such government policies 
have resulted in inviting such chaos as the incident of 
Rev Mun’s visit to Pyongyang. What do you think about 
this? 


[Kim] I don’t know, and I am not in a position to tell 
whether or not the government touched off the boom 
with such a hope. However, privately speaking I can say 
that the government tended to push ahead with the 
northern policy in an imprudent and hurried manner. 


The exchange with the Soviet Union, China, and Hun- 
gary has been pushed ahead out of their necessity, rather 
than our necessity. Nevertheless, the government has 
tended to show off as if the exchange with these commu- 
nist countries was made thanks to our own efforts. Kim 
Il-song has never changed his strategy against South 
Korea. Nevertheless, we have dashed ahead too fast 
without taking such a situation into consideration. The 
so-called Mun Ik-hwan incident took place in the course 
of such a vortex. We should carefully analyze North 
Korea’s real aim surrounding Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to 
Pyongyang so that we can cooi down the overheated 
delusion of reunification among the people. 
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[Chang] We think that we should not delay North-South 
exchanges simply because of the shocking Mun Ik-hwan 
incident, but instead should open the door wider in order 
to improve North-South relations at an early date. What 
do you think about this? 


[Kim] Basically, I agree with your opinion. When many 
people in the North and the South visit with each other, 
they can easily find out which social system is superior. 
( want to tell Rev Mun that if he really is a man of reason, 
he should frankly reveal his impression of North Korea 
as it 1s to the people and young left-leaning people in 
particular. 


However, the government has noi made any prepara- 
tions for North-South exchange at present. It has not 
established laws and policies necessary for North-South 
exchange. So, if North-South exchange is conducted 
under such a situation, such an exchange would not 
develop in the direction we expect. 


As I mentioned earlier, there has been no change in 
North Korea’s policy toward North-South relations, 
even to the slightest degree. In our society today, left- 
leaning groups—frankly speaking, the leftist forces—are 
increasing with each passing day. Their aim is to over- 
throw our free democratic system. The government and 
the National Assembly should prepare thoroughly for 
North-South exchange before it is realized in earnest. 
They should establish a single reunification policy based 
on the opinions of people from all walks of life. 


[Chang] What do you think the government should do to 
surmount today’s chaotic situation? 


{Kim ] I think what is most important is the president's 
resolute determination. President No is a flexible and 
reasonable man; however, the political style he has 
shown thus far reminds us of a judo player's trick of 
trying to win the game by exploiting the strength of his 
rival without using his own strength. If one can win the 
game without using one’s own strength, this would be the 
best way. However, such a trick does not last long. 


i think now is the time for the president to change his 
political style. All of the people define the current 
political situation as a political crisis. To settle the 
political crisis, it is imperative for the president himself 
to stand at the head of the peopie and to show them his 
firm will. He should rally the entire ruling camp and thus 
should restore the people’s trust at the risk of possible 
public criticism. 


What is most important today is for the ruling camp to 
firmly rally itself and to have a sense of confidence. The 
president should sternly eliminate any obstacle to rally- 
ing the ruling camp. We do not worry about the issue of 
the need for the president to adhere to the standard of 
morality because we have drawn a lesson in it from the 
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legacy of the Fifth Republic. However, what we worry 
about is the fact that many people are talking about acts 
by those who are close relatives of the president. 


In particular, rumors prevail that the president's deci- 
sion to shelve the midterm appraisal was made at the 
recommendation of several people who are relatives of 
the president, not by the recommendation of the govern- 
ment or the ruling party. Such a fact cannot but be very 
serious and grave. Of course, everyone can recommend 
something to the president, and the president may accept 
anyone's recommendation; however, if such recommen- 
dations are made public or if those who made recom- 
mendations to the president reveal these facts just to 
boast of their deed, this would be a very serious problem. 
The president and his family and relatives may say that 
there are big differences from the Fifth Republic; but I 
think that in some respects the people have begun to 
worry more seriously about the problem involving the 
president's family and relatives than they did during the 
Fifth Republic. 


[Chang] Analysts say that your resignation from the post 
of minister of government administration, Democratic 
Justice Party lawmaker Chong Ho-yong’s rejection of the 
Opposition parties’ pressure calling for his resignation 
from membership in the National Assembly, and “the 
incident at the commencement ceremonies” of the 
Korean Military Academy in which academy superinten- 
dent Lieutenant General Min Pyong-ton was involved 
are “incidents” which are closely linked and which are 
strongly supported by the military. Do you agree with 
this analysis? 


[Kim] I don’t feel like commenting on this because it is 
speculation. I have read speculative articles about this in 
newspapers on many occasions. So, I will clarify my 
opinion on this matter. Lawmaker Chon Ho-yong is one 
of my respected seniors. I think his rejection was just. It 
is undesirable for a National Assemblyman who was 
elected by the people to be forced by the opposition 
parties to renounce his membership in the National 
Assembly without following legal procedures. This also 
runs counter to democracy. 


Superintendent Min is my senior at the Korean Military 
Academy. I know him very well. I know his personal 
character. | have met him occasionally in the past at 
private meetings. However, I came to know of the 
“incident at the commencement ceremonies” from 
newspaper articles. I have read the full text of the address 
he delivered at the ceremonies and found nothing in it 
that would constitute a serious problem. The text of the 
address contained the content that can be deservedly 
stressed by the superintendent of young new second 
lieutenants who are making a new start as Army officers 
in the midst of the current era of upheaval. However, the 
problem is that Superintendent Min did not salute the 
president at the ceremonies. | know many different 
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interpretations of this have appeared thus far, but | 
cannot comment on this problem because I have not yet 
heard the said person's opinion about that problem. 


The allegation that the military circles expressed support 
for Superintendent Min’s act at the ceremonies and the 
like is nothing but a groundless rumor. Let me take this 
opportunity to say something to clear up the people's 
misunderstanding of the military. Entering the Sixth 
Republic, the distance between the people and the mill- 
tary has become great, to the extent that we should worry 
about it. The people should understand the genuine will 
of the military. Under today’s situation in which North 
Korea’s strategy of reunifying the country under com- 
munist rule has not changed at all, the military has the 
heavy task of defending the country. So, the military 
should not for one moment neglect its mission of defend- 
ing the country. Mi':tary commanders, when they wit- 
ness a situation in which left-leaning slogans and fierce 
demonstrations are rampant in reality, cannot but worry 
about it. If such an atmosphere expands into every 
corner of society, we cannot but worry about the morale 
of our new young men who join the Army for military 
service and their combat capability. Such a serios prob- 
lem cannot be settled only by education conducted in 
military units. 


The military 1s destined to be a most conservative and 
right-leaning group in a sense. Without such a spiritual 
armament it cannot defend the country or devote life. 


[Chang] You were discharged from the Army at the rank 
of major. Do you always keep in mind that you hai! from 
the military? 


[Kim] Yes, I do. People around me frequently say that I 
seem more military than retired general officers who 
spent their lives in the military do. This its probably 
because | left the military at the rank of major and 
because | have kept the spirit of major since then. 


[Chang] What is the difference between the spirit of a 
general and the spirit of a major? 


[Kim] | mean that when I was major, I was full of 
youthful vigor and had an ambitious spirit and a strong 
sense of justice. 


[Chang] We may say that the left-leaning forces currer tly 
threatening our capitalist sysiem grew up spontaneously 
under the political situation of a strong ruling camp and 
a weak opposition camp for the past 30-odd years, 
during which time presidents who hailed from the mili- 
tary, a strong rightist group, ruled this country. What do 
you think about this? 


[Kim] It is true that today’s left-leaning forces have 
grown up spontaneously under strong rightist regimes. I 
also admit that we can no longer deal with them the same 
way as in the past. To do so would surely have an adverse 
effect. Frankly speaking, the past governments made 
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many mistakes. Yes, they committed many wrongdo- 
ings. However, what we should do now is not to cal! 
those who should be responsible for these mistakes anu 
wrongdoings to account for them, but to frankly admit 
the mistakes and take steps to rectifiy them. 


Some people say that today’s chaotic situation is an 
inevitable process in the course of achieving democrati- 
zation. What I want to empiiasize, however, 1s that we 
should look straight at the existence of the left-leaning 
forces which have disguised themselves with “democra- 
tization.” In other words, | do not mean that we should 
obliterate the left-leaning forces themselves, but that we 
should be aware of the fact that they are attempting to 
overthrow our free democratic system. 


It is not correct for today’s political arena with strong 
Opposition parties and a weak ruling party to disregard 
or neglect taking measures against left-leaning forces 
simply because these left-leaning forces grew up sponta- 
neously in the past political situation of a strong ruling 
party and weak opposition parties. When the three 
opposition parties called for the release of prisoners of 
conscience, they even demanded the release of those 
prisoners who have been clearly ‘ Jentified as commu- 
nists. Whenever it has established a clear policy on a 
specific issue, the government has hardly been able to get 
an endorsement of it from the opposition-dominated 
Naiional Assembly. Whenever the government has taken 
measures against Communist elements, our opposition 
parties have criticized and attacked it, claiming that such 
measures are designed to suppress democratic figures. 
Our opposition parties should think ealmliy about 
whether their advocation ts truly correct. 


[Chang] Sound and strong rightist forces cannot grow 
under a government which unconditionally suppresses. 
Therefore, I think today’s rightist forces, as well, should 
enhance the capability of their spontaneous growth by 
surmounting the difficulties now facing them. | think 
this 1s the only way that the rightist forces can come out 
of the hothouse and restore their competitive power and 
morality. What is your comment on this? 


[Kim] You are right. In fact, the strong successive 
governments have played the role of the rightist forces in 
lieu of actual rightist forces. As a result, conservative 
political groups or rightist forces in our country have 
failed to arm themselves with a sound logic or a logic that 
befits a true logic. Today, the left-leaning forces tend to 
be excessively active and radical while the rightist forces 
tend to be extremely daunted and hesitant to speak up. 


i also have undergone an experience in which ' had to 
change my residence and telephone number, giving in to 
repeated telephone threats in connection with my right- 
ist remarks. Therefore, I can understand those people 
who hestitate to speak up these days. However, those 
who are in a position to lead public opinion should at 
least speak up *o that they can prevent our society from 
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being led in a wrong direction. Many of those intellectu- 
als and government officials | met privately supported 
my rightist remarks. They went so far as to insist in the 
need for the unity of the rightist forces more strongly 
than I did. However, they hesitated to reveal their 
advocation openly. 


Their articles differ from what the words they spoke. 
Today’s government is not as strong as past governments 
and should not become as strong as past governments. 
The gap of the weak government should be filled by 
conservative people. 


[Chang] Are you willing to accept the criticism that you 
are an extreme “rightist?” 


[Kim] Those who criticize me for being an extreme 
rightist are the people who attempt to seek political 
benefits by driving me into a corner. Extreme rightists 
and extreme leftists alike do not hesitate to use violence. 
However, I reject violence. | am a democratic rightist 
and a conservative who advocates reform. 


Crackdown on Leftist Publications Advocated 
SK 1504015089 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
1] Apr 89 p 2 


{Editorial: ““There Should Be Original Measures in Pub- 
lishing Leftist Related Books—Spreading the Theory of 
Overcoming the Imminent Leftist Ideology] 


[Text] An overall crackdown on leftist and hostile pub- 
lications has started. In this crackdown, the authorities 
concerned are saying that authors, translators, publish- 
ers, and even bookstore owners who sell these kinds of 
books will be subject to punishment. 


After the government’s selective lifting of the ban on 
North Korean publications and works of art | year ago, 
publications on communist propaganda or books prais- 
ing Kim Il-song were published at random. Therefore, 
we cannot deny that this has been the target of interest by 
book lovers in general and teenagers who are curious 
about this kind of cultural reality. 


It seems the time has come to seriously examine the 
reason why there is an overflow of hostile publications 
and why this is a problem. For 40 years after the 
founding of our country, our government’s cultural pol- 
icy was consistent in that it gave priority to the anticom- 
munist ideology through the thorough policy of blocking 
communism. It is true that, with the hostile relations 
with North Korea, this kind of blockade policy helped to 
prevent ideological unrest among the people and concen- 
trate the national strength. However, on the other hand, 
we cannot deny that it brought about ignorance or a 
deterioration of the ability to criticize communism and 
Kim Il-song’s system. 
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Since the lifting of the ban on communist publications 
because of the open-door policy for democratization and 
the 7 July Declaration, according to the reconciliation 
and coexistence policy with communist countries, hos- 
tile North Korean publications are overflowing and 
teenagers have showed quite an interest in this matter. 
This is because of the manifest curiosity about an 
unknown world which has been isolated until now. 


However, those growing up under ideologically pure 
conditions are not equipped with the ability to criticize 
this matter at all. Therefore, their absorption in publica- 
tions for the purpose of propaganda and instigation of 
North Korea based on Kim Il-songism can be the foun- 
dation of serious problems. 


The most idealistic cultural policy is to allow the publi- 
cation of books related to North Korea after our society 
matures ideologically and when the capability and bal- 
ance in receiving the ideology of hostile countries selec- 
tively and critically is under control. This is because, 
however dreadful North Korean publications are, if the 
reader has a firm faith in our system, he can easily see 
through their forceful ideology of the cult of personality 
or the antihistoric and antihuman system. Given the 
reading level of people who are dazzled with these kinds 
of North Korean publications and who are raising dif- 
ferent views about our country’s national legitimacy and 
having illusions about the North Korean system, there is 
basis for criticism that it is premature to open up to 
publications on the North Korean system for the use of 
publicity. 


Through this crackdown, the government should take 
the initiative to first of all help actively in spreading the 
theory that can overcome leftist ideology in our aca- 
demic circles and intellectual society. It seems that it is a 
little late; but if we educate our readers and university 
students in new theories to equip themselves with the 
capability to become aware of the weak points in the 
North’s system, they will criticize and digest without 
difficulty even the book on Kim II-song’s chuche idea. 
From this viewpoint, the lecture on North Korea by 
Professor So Tae-su, which was newly opened starting 
from this school semester at Seoul National University, 
will be a good example in symbolizing the direction of 
our society’s ideological education. 


Another point we would like to emphasize is the guid- 
ance capacity of publishing circles. Frankly speaking, 
among the books and publishing houses which were the 
object of crackdowns, cases of leftist commercialism 
could be seen by the sales of hostile publications to make 
profits. Of course there should be pursuit of profits in 
publications, but we must keep in mind that leftist 
commercialism is an antinational act that shakes the 
foundation of the nation. The publishers’ association 
and various other publishing organizations should gather 
wisdom and the capacity to provide methods for their 
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own control of leftist publications. It is necessary to bear 
in mind that this is the call of the publishers of this era 
which will guide our culture and ideology. 


Reporters ‘Right’ To Gather News in North 
SK 1804065989 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
17 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the “Reporter’s Eye’ column by reporter Cho 
Pyong-nae of the Social Department: “The Right To 
Gather News in North Korea’’] 


[Text] The right to gather news in North Korea by 
Korean reporters has now become a subject of interest in 
connection with the arrest of Yi Yong-hui, professor of 
Hanyang University, who has allegedly violated the law 
by the contents of his letter to a Japanese figure in an 
attempt to visit North Korea to gather news as an 
editorial adviser to a local daily. The arrest of Professor 
Yi is likely to become an issue of controversy as the 
action against him could be a suppression of the press. 


Until recently, it was unthinkable for the local press to 
gather news directly in North Korea, but in the wake of 
the 7 July Declaration, which brought about a more 
liberal attitude of the government in its policy toward 
the North, the situation began to change to a certain 
degree. In particular, because the government allowed 
overseas compatriots to visit North Korea so long as they 
report it to the appropriate authorities, some local dailies 
even dispatched to North Korea their reporters and 
correspondents with US. citizenship or with permanent 
U.S. resident status, and carried on the spot reports from 
North Korea. Of course, this was not a regular practice. 


The government has not revealed its basic position as to 
the issue of the press sending its local-resident reporters 
to the North to freely gather and report news, but it 
seems that the government position is rather negative. 


In view of the fact that a government official concerned, 
commenting on the arrest of Professor Yi, said that 
“without government approval, it is against the existing 
law,” the government position seems to be that gathering 
news in North Korea requires government approval. 


The government, taking this position, may have in mind 
the offense of escape and infiltration provided for in the 
National Security Law, which is an existing law, but 
since this government position is in conflict with the 
freedom of the press provided for in Article 21 of the 
Constitution, it leaves much room for controversy. 


Commenting on this issue, Chong Kyong-sik, former 
director of the Public Security Department of the Pros- 
ecutor General’s Office, wrote in his book “The New 
National Security Law” that “the freedom of access to 
information is a prerequisite to the free formation of 
public opinion and an essential element to democratic 
politics. Therefore, the prevailing view is that this free- 
dom is included in the freedom of the press.”” He then 
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adds, “in the interpretation and application of the 
National Security Law, which has to restrict the right of 
freedom of the people for the sake of national security, 
punishment is only warranted when the act in question 
brings, or is likely to bring clearly and positively, danger 
to national security.” 


The government has said that although the North-South 
exchange should be limited to one channel, the discus- 
sion of reunification should be made freely. 


The ~— iew of the majority is that the free discussion of 
reunification is only possible when freely obtained infor- 
mation, that is, the freedom of the press, is available. 


There are many instances of side effects resulting from 
the information provided by the government’s arbitrary 
selection on the ground that the country concerned is a 
hostile country. 


During the Vietnam war, the U.S. Government brought 
tragedy upon itself by providing the people with fabri- 
cated information concerning the Tonkin Bay incident. 
In another instance, our government, not long ago, 
provided the people with inaccurate information regard- 
ing North Korea’s Kumgangsan Dam, thereby hurting its 
credibility. 


Therefore, there is a problem in the government attitude 
insisting On government approval of news gathering in 
North Korea on the ground of the existing law. Unless 
clear danger exists, the press should be allowed to gather 
news in North Korea. 


Also, the government’s policy toward the North should 
be supported by the consensus of the people who have 
ample information about North Korea to reduce trials 
and errors. We, therefore, are of the opinion that the 
right to gather news should be protected. 


Tonghae Scandal Said Damaging to Opposition 
SK 1804022689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[“‘News Analysis” by staff reporter Sim Yong-su: 
‘““Tonghae Bribery Scandal Adds to Onus of Opposition 
Leaders’’] 


[Text] The nation’s opposition leaders, facing surging 
public ire over the bribery scandal in a parliamentary 
by-election last week, might be bitterly citing the old 
phrase, “Bad luck comes not just once.” 


As popular sentiment continues to turn against the 
opposition political parties, some people are already 
speculating over the political fate of the three opposition 
party leaders, widely known as the “three Kims.” 
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Political analysts generally agree that the scandal is 
expected to help precipitate the decline of the three 
Kims, who have ties for over two decades, paving the 
way for a younger generation of politicians, arguably 
with higher moral standards, to take over. 


The scandal—Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party (RDP) bribing a candidate from the rival 
opposition New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP) 
led by Kim Chong-pil to drop out of the race in exchange 
for money—could not have come at a worse time for the 
opposition. 


The biggest election scandal in the nation’s recent his- 
tory came while the opposition was still reeling from the 
shock over the dissident Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s secret visit 
to Pyongyang to talk with Kim II-song about reunifica- 
tion. 


Mun’s trip has shocked and enraged the whole nation 
and has help turn the people against the opposition 
parties for the latter’s past controversial record of sym- 
pathizing with dissidents. 


The scandal has dealt a fatal blow to Kim Yong-sam, 
leader of the nation’s second opposition RDP, and has 
arguably ended his reputation for being one of the 


, 


nation’s “most lucky politicians.” 


The 61-year-old Kim, still with a boyish face and smile, 
has earned the fame because he has escaped nearly intact 
from political scandals of the past, while many of his 
peers faced their brunt and were forced into premature 
retirement from politics. 


But the situation was different this time. Nearly fatal 
damage has already been done to his and his party’s 
prestige. 


He may be bracing for more to come as the prosecution 
investigation into the scandal progresses. 


Rival opposition parties and the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP) have alleged that Kim himself might 
have played a role in the scandal. The NDRP candidate 
Yi Hong-sop gave up the race after receiving 50 million 
won and being promised 100 million won more after the 
\ ote. 


At the time, Yi was already charged with violating the 
Parliamentary Election Law, and so was RDP secretary- 
general So Sok-chae, who recently admitted to bribing Yi 
and left the party to take responsibility. 


If the RDP president is found to be involved in the 
bribery he might have to meet the same fate as Yi and So. 


NDRP candidate ‘i, now in jail, claimed that the RDP 
president had known of the aborted deal to ‘ensure 
victory of the RDP candidate.” 
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If Kim is found to have had a role in the affair, he can 
hardly expect a political settlement, something quite 
usual in the past, to spare himself from possible prose- 
cution, for these days the judiciary is completely out of 
political influence, a fruit of the nation’s democratiza- 
tion movement. 


Seeing the two past incidents, the ruling party officials 
may be happily quipping, ‘““Good luck comes not just 
once.” 


When the reports of Mun’s illegal trip to Pyongyang 
came, the ruling party people feigned anger but appeared 
very relieved, knowing they received an unexpected 
bonanza. 


Mun’s trip has spared the ruling party from the embar- 
rassing Opposition offensive to dig into the irregularities 
of former President Chon Tu-hwan’s administration and 
to prosecute several ruling party lawmakers allegedly 
connected with them. 


Since the dissident leader’s visit drew nationwide ire, the 
Opposition parties suddenly dropped their campaign, 
and were busy claiming they had nothing to do with the 
visit. 


The by-election bribery scandal and the ensuing ruling 
party candidate’s unexpected onesided victory was a 
“double-jackpot” for the ruling party, as some political 
analysts put it. 


The victory, largely attributed to the unexpected bribery 
scandal, has helped the ruling party to regain much of its 
popular support as well as self-confidence after nearly a 
year of acting defensively over the Chon era controver- 
sies. 


For this reason, many called the vote a midterm test of 
popular support for the four political parties. 


Parties Stance on Scandal Viewed 
SK 1804024689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[By staff reporter Sin Hak-nim] 


[Text] It will take some time for the political circle to 
ready itself for taking up key issues facing the nation, 
after settling the aftermath of the bribery scandal in the 
Tonghae City by-election. 


In particular, a united front among the three opposition 
parties will not operate as well as it did in the past due to 
“antagonism” caused by the “Buying-off affair,” even if 
the front is revived. 


The New Democratic Republican Party’s ill feelings 
against the Reunification Democratic Party showed 
signs of calming down as the former yesterday accepted 
the latter’s apology for “buying off a NDRP candidate.” 
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NDRP spokesman Kim Mun-won commented, “Our 
party regards the RDP’s action (in a resolution adopted 
at a party caucus) as an Open apology to the NDRP.”’ 


But, first of all, an internal reform of the RDP led by 
Kim Yong-sam will precede the start of dialogue among 
the three opposition parties, including Kim Tae-chung’s 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], as well as 
between the ruling and opposition camps. 


The rare bribery scandal inflicted serious damage on 
Kim Yong-sam and his party which had cut a fresh figure 
among the four parties thanks to good performances 
during the Assembly hearings into Fifth Republic mis- 
deeds and the 1980 Kwangju turmoil. 


RDP president Kim Yong-sam was busy over the week- 
end in soothing repercussions from junior members of 
the party who insisted on a major reshuffle of key party 
posts and reform. 


Some party members did not hesitate to make personal 
attacks on the RDP president regarding the bribery 
scandal, demanding a sweeping action to settle its after- 
effects. 


Though the fiasco involving the RDP and the NDRP did 
not harm the governing Democratic Justice Party [DJP] 
and Kim Tae-chung’s PPD, it seemed the two parties did 
not want to aggravate the RDP. 


A senior member of the PPD suggested in a meeting of 
key officers that the PPD will make an official statement 
on the bribery scandal involving the RDP and the 
NDRP, but the suggestion was rejected by most other 
officers. 


It was apparently due to a fear that ‘“‘making much ado 
about” the scandal may bring about the people’s disillu- 
sionment with the political establishment itself. 


Instead, the PPD decided to make positive efforts to 
promote the meeting of the ‘hree opposition leaders after 
watching the political developments over two or three 
days. 


Depending upon political developments, a voice may be 
coming out for a change in the opposition leadership 
“monopolized” by the “three Kims.”’ 


Actually, some junior RDP lawmakers are calling for a 
reform of the opposition leadership, after the buying-off 
affair emerged as a major political issue last weekend. 


To the governing DJP, the “buying off’ scandal can 
provide a golden opportunity to deal a fatal blow to Kim 
Yong-sam and his party which have mounted all-out 
offensive on the ruling camp, in particular, over the 
liquidation of evil legacies of the Fifth Republic. 
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After RDP secretary general So Sok-chae relinquished 
his membership in the party and the key post of secretary 
general, taking responsibility for the bribery scandal, a 
DJP officer commented, “The days of Kim Yong-sam 
are numbered.” 


He hurriedly forecast that moves to put an end to the 
leadership of the “two Kims (Kim Tae-chung and Kim 
Yong-sam)” will come soon. 


The government party already concluded in earlier meet- 
ings of key officers that the RDP’s attempts to buy off 
the NDRP candidate might have been committed under 
the guidance or recognition of RDP president Kim 
Yong-sam, though his key aide So Sok-chae denied it. 


But the DJP is being cautious so as not to provoke the 
“wounded tiger.” 


The DJP will watch political developments in connec- 
tion with the scandal and the moves of the prosecution 
which is expected to indict resigning RDP secretary 
general So. 


‘ 
DJP chairman Pak Chun-kyu said yesterday, “It is 
desirable that political parties will not intervene in the 
prosecution moves.” 


His remarks was understood as a preemptive move to 
rule out any attempts from the RDP to seek help to save 
So Sok-chae, a life-long aide to Kim Yong-sam, from 
being arrested. 


The DJP chairman then said that dialogue between the 
ruling and opposition camps will start some time next 
week after a cooling-off period to deal with the unprec- 
edented bribery scandal. 


Another DJP officer said that the DJP will no longer fear 
the opposition united front, even if it is revived. 


He introduced as a sign of the ““honeymoon” between the 
DJP and the PPD a story that a senior PPD officer 
notified a senior DJP officer of NDRP candidate Yi 
Hong-sop’s move to withdraw his candidacy in the 
Tonghae reelection so that the government party would 
take actions to prevent it. 


RDP Officials Resign Over Scandal 
SK 1804023889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Eight top officials of the opposition Reunification 
Democratic Party [RDP], led by Kim Yong-sam, yester- 
day tendered their resignations, taking “moral” respon- 
sibility for the candidate buy-off scandal. 


They included floor leader Choe Hyong-u, chief policy- 
maker Hwang Pyong-tae, and Kim Tong-chu, head of the 
party’s training institute. 
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Party spokesman Yi In-che, and chief secretary to party 
leader Kim, So Chong-won, also resigned. But party 
insiders say Yi and So are likely to retain their posts 
because they were just “‘recently” chosen. 


Their resignations follow a resolution made by party 
members at an emergency party caucus yesterday, reit- 
erating their apology to the people and called for a 
revamping of the party to restore the public confidence. 


It was not immediately known how many would remain 
immune to the coming reshuffle. But party insiders said 
controversy is still raging over its scale at the moment. 


One party official said it will take time for party leader 
Kim to make a final decision, but it is most likely he will 
Carry out the reshuffle this week. 


Junior members are learned to opt for a sweeping 
reshuffle, contending that party leader Kim’s close aides 
and top officials were wrong from the start in making the 
Tonghae reelection “‘a make-or-break game” for the 
party, spending all its energy on the failed election. 


They also insist that the coming reshuffle should bring in 
““competent”” members in the main. 


In contrast, senior party officials, stressing the need for 
solidarity of party members, object to a sweeping reshuf- 
fle. 


They say that it suffices to apologize to the people and 
limit the party reshuffle to “ta minimum.” 


They also say that as party secretary general So Sok-chae 
was solely responsible for the bribe, it is “desirable” that 
the party leadership will not link So’s “blunder” to the 
party’s integrity. 


Meanwhile, So’s prospective replacements include Reps. 
Hwang Myong-su, Choe Hyong-u, Pak Chong-yul and 
Sim Wan-ku, while Reps. Kirh Tong-yong and Sin Sang- 
u are among the possible candidates to become the 
RDP’s new floor leader. 


Reps. Kim Kwang-il and Kim Tong-chu are among the 
possible choices for the post of chief policy-maker now 
held by Hwang Pyong-tae. 


RDP Lawmakers Consider Apology 
SK 1804014289 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[From “Out and About” column: “Focus of Probe’’] 


[Text] Some Reunification Democratic Party (RDP) 
lawmakers urged party leader Kim Yong-sam to clarify 
whether he knew in advance of the party’s bribing of the 
New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP) candidate 
during the recent Tonghae by-election. 
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“The other parties have been raising the question. Party 
president Kim should make his position clear,” Rep. 
Chang Sok-hwa told a party caucus. 


Chang and several other lawmakers asserted that the 
party should be broad-minded enough to make an apol- 
ogy to the NDRP. 


Rep. Kim Tong-chu warned against possible political 
maneuvers the ruling camp might launch against the 
RDP by exploiting the scandalous incident. 


NDRP ‘Appeased’ by RDP Apology 
SK 1804015689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Wait-and-See 
Attitude”’] 


[Text] New Democratic Republican Party officials 
appeared appeased a bit at the news that the Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party [RDP] decided to apologize to 
their party about the recent bribery scandal during the 
Tonghae by-election. 


““Let’s cope with the controversy while watching devel- 
opments,” party leader Kim Chong-pil told a meeting of 
key officeholders. 


Vice president Ku Cha-chun said the opposition should 
be on guard against the ruling camp’s move to exploit the 
dispute in further splitting the opposition parties. 


Spokesman Kim Mun-won said: “There is no change in 
our position that the three opposition parties should 
continue to maintain their coordination system.” 


He stressed, however, that dialogue among the opposi- 
tion parties would not resume unless the RDP make a 
clear-cut apology for the scandal. 


DJP Softens Stance on Scandal 
SK 1804012089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
18 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the Out and About column: “Softening Pressure’’] 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party stepped back 
a little from its strong stance on the recent bribery 
scandal, worrying that too much pressure on the oppo- 
sition Reunification Democratic Party might backfire. 


“If we press too hard on the RDP, it might counterattack 
by raising again the question of liquidating Fifth Repub- 
lic irregularities,” party chairman Pak Chun-kyu told 
reporters. 


Pak said that the ruling party should give time for the 
Opposition party to settle the controversy. 
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“I think the political parties need about a week before 
they can resume dialogue,” he said, adding floor leaders 
might meet late this week. 


Prosecution To Arrest RDP’s So Sok-chae 
SK 1804040489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
18 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Prosecutors probing the bribery scandal involving 
the New Democratic Republican Party [NDRP] candi- 
date in last Friday’s by-election of Tonghae, Kangwon- 
to, yesterday decided to arrest Rep. So Sok-chae, 50, of 
the Reunification Democratic Party on suspicion of 
violating the National Assembly Election Law. 


So, former secretary general of the second largest oppo- 
sition party, is suspected of having been directly 
involved in bribing Yi Hong-sop, the NDRP’s candidate 
who gave up the race two days before the election. 


So and RDP lawmaker Kim II-tong yesterday refused to 
appear in the Seoul District Prosecutors’ Office, by 
saying that “they would testify before the prosecutors on 
Thursday.” 


Prosecutor Kang Chi-won of the Seoul District Prosecu- 
tors’ Office said that they delivered their intention of 
appearance through Rep. Kim Kwang-il, a senior mem- 
ber of Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party. 


“Because of the ongoing Party meeting in connection 
with the bribery scandal, the two lawmakers could not 
represent themselves for interrogation today,’ Kim told 
prosecutors by telephone. 


The party would make sure they are apprehended upon 
formal subpoenas and charges, the key party member 
added. 


Putting off today’s interrogation schedule, prosecutor 
Kang was considering issuing a formal subpoena and 
taking legal action to arrest So if they still refused to offer 
themselves for interrogation. 


Prosecutors are not, however, considering arresting Kim 
Il-tong, whose rule in the bribery case is unclear. Accord- 
ing to the statements by Yi Hong-sop who took 50 
million won to quit the race and give his support to the 
RDP candidate, prosecutors said they need more cir- 
cumstantial evidence to arrest Rep. Kim Il-tong. 


In case of So Sok-chae, prosecutors said arrest would be 
certain as he admitted his bribing of the rival party’s 
candidate. 


So said last week that he was directly involved in the 
scandal. 


According to prosecutors, Yi received 50 million won 
from So in return for quitting the race two days ahead of 
the election. 
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But prosecutors did not determine who first suggested 
the deal. Yi said the RDP side first offered him 150 
million won to withdraw his candidacy. Yi said he also 
got a promise of the RDP’s support in the election for the 
city mayorship in case of the realization of local auton- 
omy. 


No Progress in Trade Negotiations With U.S. 
SK 1804084689 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
15 Apr 89 p 2 


[Editorial: ‘“‘Unsettled Trade Dispute between Korea and 
the United States. We urge the United States To Have 
Reasonable Approach’’] 


[Text] High-ranking working-level negotiations between 
South Korea and the United States, which were held in 
Washington, ended with no substantial progress in con- 
nection with the U.S. move to designate South Korea as 
a priority foreign country engaged in unfair trade prac- 
tices, and the two sides decided to resume the negotia- 
tions on 25 April. 


Although the current negotiations encountered sharp 
differences in views between the two sides, we felt that 
the assertions of the two sides involved some flexibility. 
In this regard, the U.S. side’s moves in the future will 
draw our particular attention. 


First of all, the South Korean side explained its market- 
opening moves, including the agricultural market- 
opening schedule, to the US. side, thus showing accep- 
tance of U.S. demands on many parts. 


Second, the U.S. side strongly called on the South 
Korean side to expand the number of items subject to 
import liberalization, clgiming that the South Korean- 
proposed agricultural market-opening timetable includes 
only 50 percent of the items for which the United States 
has thus far called for a market opening. 


Third, the U.S. side expressed its demands in detail by 
asking the South Korean side to include U.S. oranges, 
vegetables, fruits, and other processed foodstuffs in its 
import liberalization list. 


We cannot expect an immediate, satisfactory result from 
the negotiations. However, since our side accepted 50 
percent of the U.S. demands in the negotiations, the U.S. 
side, too, should not persist in 100 percent of its 
demands, but should cooperate in making the negotia- 
tions successful. 


Since we have gradually advanced toward opening our 
markets to U.S. products with deep understanding of the 
present U.S. situation of trade deficits, the U.S. side 
should also try to understand our situation and we 
should make mutual efforts to narrow the existing gaps 
between the two countries. 
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More than 400 trade bills have been presented to the 
U.S. Congress thus far, and the fields subject to their 
protection have been expanded not only into the auto- 
mobile industry, the steel industry, and the textile indus- 
try, but also into agricultural products, advanced tech- 
nology, the rights of intellectual property, and other 
service fields. 


We can also find very offensive aspects in the basic 
nature of U.S. foreign trade policy, such as trade retali- 
ation, pressure for market opening, and pressure for 
currency revaluation. 


However, we do not think the United States can imme- 
diately settle its chronic trade deficit through these 
offensive steps. Of course, we know the United States, is 
also aware of this. 


In the 1986 elections in the United States, the Demo- 
cratic Party which is traditionally conservative [as pub- 
lished], occupied the majority in the U.S. Congress. At 
that time, the U.S. Congress established many protec- 
tionist laws. This, in a sense, can be considered an 
imprudent and impetuous act. 


Anyway, when it conducts trade negotiations with for- 
eign countries, the United States tries to show them that 
U.S. trade policy is fair despite the fact that it has sought 
not only to protect its own industries but also to promote 
its competitive capability. 


The United States has paid prudent interests to the 
foreign debts owed by the Third World countries in a bid 
to alleviate the present unstable international economic 
situation. Along with such interests, the United States 
has recently claimed the need to reduce some Latin 
American countries’ foreign debts. 


Our country was a debtor country until the mid-eighties. 
This year, our trade surplus is expected to be sharply 
reduced. Despite such a situation, the United States has 
warned our country, saying that those countries that 
refuse to open markets for U.S. products will loose 
markets in the United States. Our country’s per capita 
GNP in 1988 was slightly over $4,000. In such a situa- 
tion, how many U.S. oranges and vegetables can be sold 
in South Korea in order to contribute to reducing the 
trade deficit of the United States? 


Negotiations should follow the inherent tract that nego- 
tiations should follow. South Korea is not a country 
enjoying an unprecedented trade surplus from the 
United States. It has also decided to open markets for 
U.S. products on a gradual basis. Therefore, the United 
States should show a sincere and reasonable attitude in 
the next negotiations. 
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Minister of Economic Planning Board Interviewed 
SK 1804045489 Seoul SEOUL SINMUN in Korean 
13 Apr 89 p 3 


{Interview with Cho Sun, vice premier and minister of 
Economic Planning Board, by reporter Chae Su-in; date 
and place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Chae Su-in] Concern and 
uneasiness Over our economy, which began to grow with 
the beginning of this year, still linger even after we 
entered the 2d quarter. How do you assess the current 
economic situation? 


{Cho Sun] As for the economic situation, it is true that 
the industrial production, operation rate, and the diffu- 
sion index were continuously sluggish in February. This 
was a result of the setback in the production caused by 
labor-management disputes, and of the reduction in 
exports which was attributable to the won revaluation 
and trade friction. 


However, the private industries’ investment-related 
index, which indicates the arrival of orders for construc- 
tion and machineries is constantly high. At the same 
time, as for consumption, the delivery of durable goods 
is continuously at a high level, and so is the delivery of 
nondurable goods. In addition, the private industries’ 
business statistical index over the economic situation of 
the 2nd quarter shows that the economy will be recov- 
ering in the sector of domestic demands. 


Therefore, judging from all these factors, it seems that 
the economy after the 2nd quarter will become better 
than in the Ist quarter. However, we cannot rule out the 
possibility that the economy would become rather inac- 
tive against our expectations, if labor-management dis- 
putes expand through wage negotiations, and if trade 
friction deepens abroad. 


[Chae] After our trade balance recorded a deficit in 
March, many people have noted that the sluggish export 
activities are a structural phenomenon. Do you still 
think that our goal of economic growth can be attained? 


[Cho] As for the trade balance for March, deficit was | 
million dollars in terms of customs clearance. However, 
I expect an approximately $300 million trade surplus in 
terms of international balance of payments. 


In particular, export increased to 11.3 percent in March 
from 5.5 percent in February and, if there was no export 
reduction of $6,420,000, which resulted from the labor- 
management disputes, the export growth rate could have 
been 14.1 percent. This rate is pretty close to the annual 
average growth rate for this year. 


Accordingly, if the influence of the labor-management 
dispute is not too great, I think this year’s export will 
mark only a little less than our forecast, $70 billion, 
maybe about $69 to $69.5 billion. 
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Even if exports are reduced, we would be able to galva- 
nize domestic demands through consumption and 
investment which have become active of late. Accord- 
ingly, I think this year’s economic growth rate will reach 
an 8-percent level as we originally predicted. 


[Chae] Don’t you think some adjustment is necessary in 
the future and structure of economic operations in order 
to dispel the people’s concern on the economy? 


[Cho] When we were establishing this year’s economic 
operations plan, we expected to some degree that the 
economy would be relatively slow. 


In particular, we established a basic plan that a domestic 
demand-oriented stable growth would be pursued, 
instead of seeking an export-oriented high growth, 
because we thought that our exports would become 
somewhat inactive as a result of the won revaluation and 
trade friction. 


We will continue to closely watch the economic trend for 
2 to 3 months. Then, if a phenomenon of a systematic 
economic recession such as a drastic export reduction 
develops, we will work out positive countermeasures by 
managing the won exchange rate in a stable manner or by 
expanding public investments. 


However, the problem is not such a transitional phenom- 
enon as the reduction in production or exports but the 
expansion of discontent and dissension among all circles 
and classes as we see in the labor-management disputes. 
Therefore, a fundamental countermeasure is important 
and, only by seeking such a countermeasure, can the 
people’s concern over the economy be dispelled. [passage 
omitted] 


[Chae] Some people note that the future of our economy 
depends on the settlement of labor-management dis- 
putes. The workers of some industries have declared a 
joint struggle, and it seems that multiple labor-manage- 
ment disputes will develop at the same time. Do you 
have any countermeasure? 


[Cho] In principle, the government’s basic stand is that 
disputes should be settled in a self-governing manner 
between employees and employers. Its basic stand is that 
third parties must not meddle between them, and that 
both workers and employers, should they go against the 
law, would be treated according to the law for the sake of 
maintaining the legal order. 


At the same time, by fully playing the role of a fair 
arbitrator, the government will enhance the system and 
function of the existing labor committee to help the 
labor-management disputes to be settled within the 
framework of the law and, by using the wage arbitration 
teams or by forming a special labor committee, will 
actively involve in or arbitrate over the disputes in the 
sectors of important public industries, which are directly 
linked to the people’s livelihood. 
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In addition, to establish the practice of matured labor- 
management negotiations, we are considering the estab- 
lishment of a labor-management education association 
to be participated in by the workers, industries, and 
government. [passage omitted] 


Trade With Communist Nations Increase in 1988 
SK 1804014889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0141 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 18 (YONHAP)—South Korea’s trade 
with communist countries surged 62.3 percent to 2.18 
billion U.S. dollars last year on a customs clearance 
basis, according to statistics compiled by the Office of 
Customs Administration. 


Exports were worth 523.8 million dollars and imports 
1,654 million dollars, up 76.7 percent and 58.3 percent, 


respectively. 


Exports rose 28.4 percent and imports 26.3 percent in 
1987 for an overall increase of 27.4 percent, the data 
showed. 


Trade with Eastern Europe jumped 88 percent to 214.9 
million dollars, trade with China 63.3 percent to 1,758.9 
million dollars and with the Soviet Union 36.2 percent 
to 204.3 million dollars. 


Among East European countries, Czechoslovakia topped 
the list with an increase of 231.7 percent, followed by 
Yugoslavia with 226 percent, Bulgaria with 175.7 per- 
cent, Poland with 88 percent, Hungary with 49.3 per- 
cent, East Germany with 36.2 percent and Romania with 
31.8 percent. 


* Concerns About Liberalized Foreign Investment 
41070081 Seoul MAEIL KYONGJE 
SINMUN in Korean 8 Feb 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “Conditions for Overseas Real Estate Invest- 
ment”’] 


[Text] 1 


Beginning next month, foreign real estate investment 
will be totally liberalized in consonance with measures to 
vitalize Overseas investment. 


It is noteworthy that foreign real estate investment is 
being liberalized at a time when the domestic real estate 
market is suffering from speculation fever. The possible 
effects of these measures attract both interest and con- 
cern at a time when there are not a few investers who 
devote their atiention to and are attracted by the fantasy 
of real estate. 
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What is the reason for the liberalization of foreign real 
estate investment? There are few people who do not 
understand the background, which can be described in 
brief as a way to control the trade surplus, which has 
been a burden on currency control and price stability. 


Consequently, anyone would respond negatively when 
asked whether foreign real estate investment should be 
restricted in order to effectively manage the trade sur- 
plus. In this respect, the liberalization is thought to be 
desirable. The Ministry of Finance’s measure will amend 
the foreign exchange control law enforcement decree 
and, thus, beginning next month, will aid individuals or 
corporations that are expanding their foreign real estate 
investment. 


No matter how desirable the measure may be, however, 
we cannot but examine several unsettling elements as far 
as real estate investment is concerned. 


First of all, | wonder what the criteria are for setting at $2 
million the amount of real property which can be pur- 
chased by simple notification. 


Total liberalization can be interpreted in the sense that 
one can freely invest without permission of the president 
of the Bank of Korea. However, it seems that the limit of 
$2 million might have been set with the intention of 
providing a certain attraction for overseas real estate 
investment. 


This is not to criticize the size of the monetary value 
involved in the notjfication. It is rather to point out 
concern about the possibility that establishment of the 
$2 million limit could trigger extravagant investment or 
overseas capital flight, as can easily be imagined. 


2 


The Ministry of Finance is reportedly liberalizing not 
only corporations’ investment in business real estate, but 
also individual investment. As far as the scope of liber- 
alization is concerned, allowing it to benefit both private 
parties and corporations would be more effective in 
vitalizing Overseas investment. 


However, problems will definitely arise when, in addi- 
tion to business investment, there is a sudden increase in 
private investments that are extravagant in nature and 
intended for accumulation of wealth, as can be illus- 
trated by private residences or villas. 


In these respects, selecting $2 million as the limit for 
investment purchases which can be made by simple 
notification can raise a point of dispute. 


US $2 million is an enormous amount of money, equiv- 
alent to 1.4 billion won, with which one can buy either a 
building or a luxurious villa. 
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Those families who have children studying abroad might 
want to buy luxurious condos or villas. 


One might ask what the problem would be as long as 
overseas investment is being liberalized. However, the 
problem is that the government might encourage the 
reverse effect of encouraging extravagance-related 
investment by setting a $2 million purchase notification 
limit. 


Another aspect in the general public view is that floating 
capital in the open market includes vast amounts of 
unreported funds generated in the black market. If these 
funds return to sound investment resources following 
measures to stimulate overseas investment, it can be 
viewed as desirable. If, however, these funds escape 
abroad through the foreign real estate investment liber- 
alization window, that cannot be regarded in favorable 
terms. 


It would be a different story if overall financial transac- 
tions were recorded in the real names of the parties 
involved and hidden assets were ultimately evaluated 
justly. However, it would be difficult to expect public 
support for a measure which might provide an opportu- 
nity for the unrestricted flight of capital at the present 
time and condition. 


Another aspect that needs to be seriously addressed is the 
prevention of side effects that might occur because of 
overseas investment. 


If those troublemakers in the domestic real estate market 
behave the same way in overseas markets as they do 
domestically, they could have a bad influence on inter- 
national trade relations. In this regard, of most impor- 
tance are the issues concerning the people and methods 
responsible for supporting and supervising real estate 
investment behavior, and enforcement of local commer- 
cial and social regulations. Therefore, even though it is 
time to liberalize overseas real estate investment, it can 
be concluded that such a measure can only bear the 
expected fruit if appropriate limits are provided. 
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I think we can expect several accomplishments if we 
invest Our surplus resources into overseas real estate. 


First of all, at a time of accelerating internationalization, 
it can expand the basis of overseas economic activities, 
increase Our Overseas assets, and support indirectly the 
economic activities of Koreans living overseas, who are 
already acting on a wide scale. 


We hear that Japan and Taiwan have already expanded 
their overseas real estate investment with their surplus 
resources and have broadened their economic activities 
before us. 
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At the same time, we also understand that Japanese real 
estate investment funds have been engaged in buying up 
and hoarding major areas of U.S. real estate, thus 


worrying local people. 


In the end, we can look to Japan as an example in 
overseas real estate investment concerning the accom- 
plishments which we can expect and aspects which we 
should show caution about engaging in. 


In other words, it is desirable to vitalize overseas real 
estate investment in order to reduce surplus currency or 
to remove inflation pressure. However, I see the need for 
regulation in instances where floating capital in the open 
market flies overseas for extravagant purposes and where 
investment is made in an unrestrained manner that 
could offend local people. 
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One can say that extravagant investment is also an 
overseas investment which would be recaptured in the 
long run when viewed from a larger perspective. How- 
ever, one should bear in mind the fact that in reality the 
standards for financial transactions recorded in the real 
names of the parties involved have not yet been estab- 
lished. 


In addition, although the trade surplus is a problem at 
the present time, one should also bear in mind that since 
the beginning of the year the trade balance has gone into 
the red. While stressing trade surplus control, one should 
be prepared for the worst scenario which could prohibit 
overseas investment in less than a year. 


Therefore, I strongly urge that institutions which can 
permit investment itself while monitoring its content 
should be prepared in the imminent future. 


Movie Theaters Reopening, Sign of ‘Normalcy’ 
BK 1804071089 Hong Kong AFP in English 0705 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Rangoon, April 18 (AFP)}—Movie theaters, all 
closed in Burma since the Army seized power in Septem- 
ber, were reopening Tuesday, informed sources said here. 


The move was seen by diplomatic observers as a sign of a 
return to normalcy, which could ultimately lead to the 
reopening of schools and universities that were also closed 
when the military took over under General Saw Maung. 


The Army seized power on September 18 and staged a 
law-and-order crackdown on nationwide protests and 
strikes led by students demanding a change to democracy. 


Schools and universities were closed while a curfew and 
a ban on public gatherings were imposed. 


But military authorities, pledging to organize free and 
fair elections next year, have promised to relax these 
regulations as the law-and-order situation improved. 


Authorities appeared to have decided on reopening 
cinemas and theaters for regular shows as no incidents 
were reported during the four-day water-splashing festi- 
val preceding Burma’s traditional Buddhist new year’s 
day on Monday, informed sources said. 


The state-run press has said that the authorities were 
discussing with parents the reopening of schools, which 
would depend solely on parents and students themselves. 


Several registered political parties welcomed the reopen- 
ing of cinemas, expressing hope that the next step would 
be a relaxation of the curfew and the ban on gatherings to 
enable them to engage in free political campaigming. 


More than 230 political parties have registered with the 
military government's election commission in prepara- 
tion for the promised elections. 


Public Servants To Get Partial Salary Advance 
BK0604084489 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 5 Apr 89 


(“Notification issued by the Ministry of Planning and 
Finance on 5 April 1989°} 


[Excerpts] Subject: Advance payment of one third of 
salary for April to government employees. 


For the welfare of government employees and to enable 
them to peacefully perform meritorious deeds during the 
Thingyan Festival, government employees are permitted 
to draw in advance one third of their salaries for the 
month of April 1989. [passage omitted] 
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1. Those who are on the new pay scale of 450 kyat will 
receive 150 kyat. 

2. Those on the new pay scale of 625 kyat will receive 
210 kyat. 

3. Those on the new pay scale of 750 kyat will receive 
250 kyat. 

4. Those on who are on the new pay scale of 875 kyat will 
receive 300 kyat. 

5. Those on the new pay scale of 1,000 kyat will receive 
340 kyat. 

6. Those on the new pay scale of 1,125 kyat will receive 
380 kyat. 

7. Those on the new pay scale of 1,250 kyat will receive 
420 kyat. 

8. Those on the new pay scale of 1,400 kyat will receive 
470 kyat. 

9. Those on the new pay scale of 1,700 kyat pay scale will 
receive 570 kyat. 

10. Those on the new pay scale of 1,800 kyat will receive 
600 kyat. 

11. Those on the new pay scale of 1,900 kyat will receive 
640 kyat. 

12. Those on the new pay scale of 2,000 kyat will receive 
670 kyat. 


Daily wage earners and workers on fixed pay will receive 
one third of the amount they earn per month for the 
month of April. The advance payment shall be drawn 
from the Union of Burma Bank in Rangoon from 8 April 
1989 and from its branches in other regions as usual 
from 10 April 1989. 


Signed: Rear Admiral Maung Maung Khin, minister of 
planning and finance 


Article Claims Broadcasts Spread ‘False News’ 
BK 1004014589 Rangoon WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY 
in English 24 Mar 89 p 7 


[Article “The BBC and The VOA, Spreaders of False 
News” by “a listener”) 


[Text] My brother and I listen to world news broadcast 
not only by the BBC and the VOA but also the All India 
Radio (AIR) every day. 


We listened to the Burmese programme of the VOA at 6.30 
am on Tuesday 21-3-89. The VOA announced, “The 
Burma Broadcasting Service [BBS] of Burma announced 
that hundreds of people marched into Rangoon demand- 
ing the release of 10 students who had been arrested for 
attempting to enter the Rangoon University Campus.” 


On hearing this, we looked at each other. 


“This news is an exaggerated one with whatever they 
want added to it. That hundreds of people marched in 
the city is not true at all. That ended only at Hledan,”’ Ah 
Ko Gyi [elder brother] said. 
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“Yes, you are right. This shows that the VOA looks down 
upon the Burmese. This is the outcome of the VOA’s 
policy of writing whatever news they like and broadcasting 
whatever they want to whether it is true or not,” I said. 


I listened to the news item under the headline “Anti- 
government demonstration takes place again in Ran- 
goon” broadcast by the VOA at 6 pm on 21-3-89. My 
eldest brother was sitting beside me at that time. The one 
who sent the news item is VOA Correspondent David 
Dyar. The news item read: 


“According to the leaders of the demonstrations and the 
diplomats in Rangoon, the military government killed 
over 1,000 demonstrators in suppressing the anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations. The military authorities said 
that the number of the people killed was not that great 
and that the soldiers shot only at looters and those who 
attacked the security units.” 


“Ah Ko Gyi, they are up to their old tricks again. They 
are broadcasting what took place during the incidents of 
1988. There were nof that many who got killed,” I said. 
“Yes, the VOA always broadcasts what is not true as 
truth. That's the policy of the Voice of America. They 
know that the number of people killed during the inci- 
dents of 1988 was not over 1,000, but they deliberately 
broadcast this to instigate and provoke the people to 
cause disturbances. That’s what a cunning fox usually 
does,” said Ah Ko Gyji. 


I also heard the BBC broadcast a news item under the 
headline “The news about Burma” at 8.15 pm on 21- 
3-89. It was announced that the one who sent the news 
was Christopher Gunnis. The news read. 


“A demonstration took place at the junction of Insein 
Road and Prome Road near the Rangoon University. At 
about noon some 100 persons gathered there and staged 
a demonstration in protest against the arrest of some 10 
or more students the other day.” 


I told Ah Ko Gyi that BBS had given accurate news in its 
broadcast saying that the number was 10 students 
including two girls. 


“Yes, that’s true. The BBC is not honest, not straightfor- 
ward at all. It never tells the truth. It takes every 
opportunity to spread false news. It is always thinking of 
how to twist the news to suit its purpose. It is cunning,” 
Ah Ko Gyi said. 


“Yes, Ah Ko Gyi. It has been mentioned in the TV and 
radio news as well as in the newspapers that the Infor- 
mation Committee of the State Law and Order Restora- 
tion Council has held press conferences 3! times and 
given authentic news,” I said. 
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“The officially recognized correspondent of the BBC 
here in Burma is U Maung Maung. | don’t know with 
what ulterior motive this Christopher Gunnis is mali- 
ciously writing such false news items. Look at the way he 
writes. The way he wrote about the news item as regards 
the incident which, he alleged, involved about 100 
demonstrators is an insult to Burma,” he said. 


“It shows that the BBC lacks integrity and dignity in 
presenting news. Christopher Gunnis is an opportunist 
who disguises himself as a journalist who does not abide 
by the journalistic ethics. How would he know more than 
U Maung Maung, who is officially recognized by the 
Government? I don’t know where he lives and how he 
writes such false news,” I said. 


“The BBC broadcast a news item at 8.15 pm on 16-3-89. 
It read: The students today held a meeting in Rangoon in 
memory of the anniversary of the death of some students 
whose number is not known near a bridge of a road at the 
junction of the Rangoon University Campus and the 
Inya Lake Bund on 16 March last year. The meeting 
ended without causing any dfSturbances and violence. 
However, it is said that there were many units of soldiers 
stationed on the bund. 


“Thousands of students who were on and around the 
University Campus came to the place where the meeting 
was scheduled to be held,” Ah Ko Gy) said. 


“I found two points in the BBC broadcast. The mention- 
ing of the death of some students whose number is not 
known near a bridge of a road at the junction of the 
University Campus and the Inya Lake Bund is an insult 
to Burma. The fact is that no one was killed there. The 
news the BBC broadcast is totally false. The other point 
is that they said thousands of students gathered at the 
place where the meeting was to be held in the morning. 
That was deliberate exaggeration. They maliciously gave 
a much larger number of students present there. That is 
outright dishonesty. | am disgusted with them,” I said. 


““My younger brother, you must not forget that a cunning 
man naturally acts just like a cunning fox does. More- 
over, there are still traitors who live on Burmese soil and 
eat the food Burma produces but who betray Burma. 
They are acting like slaves who are trying to please their 
masters,” Ah Ko Gyi said. 


I thought of what Ah Ko Gy) had said. 


“Right Ah Ko Gyi; you are right. The broadcast did not 
mention from whom or from which source they had got 
that news. One should think of how the BBC in London 
got that news. The BBC ought to be ashamed of having 
broadcast from Londen that thousands of students gath- 
ered. What a shame!” I told Ah Ko Gyi. 


“| have already told you that a fox may disguise itself as 
a lion but it is bound to reveal its cunning nature. 
However much the senior officials of the BBC may say 
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that they are broadcasting only correct and authentic 
news, the false news they broadcast proves that they are 
lying. Not only the VOA and the BBC but also the All 
India Radio is also broadcasting dirty and evil news 
maliciously. Let us talk about it later,” Ah Ko Gyi said. 
‘Main Labor Organization’ Platform Announced 
BK2703125989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Mar 89 


(“Press Release No 116/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 26 
March—the Sth day of the waning moon of Tabaung, 
1350 Burmese Era”™] 


[Text] 1. The following are extracts of the objectives and 
future programs of the Union of Burma Main Labor 
Organization Headquarters, which has registered with this 
Commission for Holding Democratic Multiparty General 
Elections in accordance with the Political Parties Registra- 
tion Law, and which has its headquarters ai No 95A 
Shwegondine Road, Bahan Township, Rangoon Division. 


2. Aims 

A. To build a democratic nation through unity so that 
human rights such as equality, fairness, and freedom can 
be attained for the workers, who are working to the best 
of their physical and mental capabilities in the Union of 
Burma. 

B. For the workers to work in unity to develop the 
productive power of the Union of Burma. 

C. To work for the unity of the workers and to foster 
skilled labor and technicians through education and 
training programs, and to work for full social security, 
social welfare, health, and other nights of workers. 


3. Programs 
A. To build the Union of Burma into a progressive, 


serene, and prosperous democratic nation through the 
physical and mental capability of the workers. 

B. To build an economically developed nation aimed at 
advancing industrialization, developing production, and 
fulfilling the physical and spiritual well-being of workers. 
C. To work for the growth of parliamentary democracy 
and for the improvement of the backward national 
economy through the unity of the workers. 

D. To work with the peasantry in a united alliance. 


Student Front Statement to Saw Maung Issued 
BK0604 103489 Dehli External Service in Burmese 
1115 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[“Extracts of the statement of the All Burma Students 
Democratic Front of the Three Pagodas Pass addressed 
to the Chairman of the State Law and Order Restoration 
Council, dated 11 March”] 


[Text] The All Burma Students Democratic Front, which 
represents all students and youths who are at the Three 
Pagodas Pass, is issuing this statement as a gesture of 
their strong desire for the restoration of democracy in the 
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Union of Burma. We the students and youths, together 
with the people of the country, peacefully demonstrated 
and demanded the restoration of democracy and human 
rights which disappeared under the evil one-party dicta- 
torial system. We the students and youths. together with 
the people, longed for general elections. 


We have been waiting for 5 months listening to the 
statements issued by the Nyein Pi [common term for the 
State Law and Order Restoration Council] without dis- 
turbing the work being carried out by you, sir. We 
learned recently that an announcement has beer made 
concerning the holding of general elections during 
1990—14 months from | March 1989—together with 
the timetable leading to that date. We also learned that 
Campaigning will be permitted 3 months prior to the 
holding of the general elections. 


We, the students and youths, sincerely believe that the 
14 month timetable for the election is unnecessary and 
that the process 1s being deliberately prolonged. Further- 
more, we believe that the programs drawn up by you, sir. 
will not be able to satisfy the strong aspirations of the 
people for the successful holding of free and fair general 
elections. We believe the Nyein Pi, with the objective of 
delaying the holding of elections, is obstructing the work 
of political parties through various means and imposing 
all manner of restrictions. 


Furthermore, there is clear evidence that male and 
female students who returned following the guarantees 
given by you, sir, and the Nyein Pi, are being arrested, 
tortured, and kiiled while violations of human rights 
continue. We also believe that regulations currently in 
force run counter to basic democratic principles neces- 
sary for the holding of free and fair general elections. 


Because of these factors, we the students and youths 
demand that the Nyein Pi carry out the following: 


1. Hold the fair and free general elections within 8 
months. 


2. Announce the exact date of the election within the 
next 30 days. 


3. Announce that you, sir, will accept supervision of the 
elections by a United Nations elections supervision team 
or an international supervisory team composed of rep- 
resentatives from at least five countries so as to ensure 
the participation of the people in the elections with faith 
and to ensure the holding of free and fair elections. The 
aforementioned international supervisory team should 
include -epresentatives from the United States, Britain, 
West Germany, Australia, Japan, and India. We will seek 
assistance from the international organizations and gov- 
ernments concerned. 
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4. To ensure the prevalence of internal law and order and 
the holding of free and fair general elections according to 
democratic principles, allow an international peacekeep- 
ing force from the United Nations or certain other 
countries to come to Burma to supervise, together with 
the Nyein Pi, 6 months before and after the holding of 
general elections. 


5. Withdraw Order No 2/89 [number as heard] and other 
orders issued by the Nyein Pi which restrict democratic 
rights necessary for holding of general elections such as 
freedom of organization, speech, and writing. 


6. If the following conditions are accepted, we the 
students and youths wish to return to our own country 
and participate actively in the historic general elections. 
We therefore ask you, sir, to accept and carry out the 
following: 


A. Allow the student organization from Three Pagodas 
Pass to march back on foot to districts within the Union. 
Members of the international press and humanitarian 
Organizations must be allowed to accompany them on 
their journey. Through this march we would like to 
inspire the people's aspirations for genuine democracy 
and to contribute to the current undertakings by your 
excellencies. 


B. The homeward bound long march of the student 
Organization shall start on | September 1989 and the 
following route must be allowed: Three Pagoda Pass 
region, Moulmein, Pegu, Prome, Mandalay, Sagaing, 
Monyw2, Magwe, Bassein, Rangoon. 


C. Upon return to Rangoon, our student organization 
should be allowed to help the Election Commission in its 
work. 


D. All remaining students from the border areas should 
be allowed to return home to their respective areas after 
the elections are held successfully. 


We the students and youths believe that the current 
problems cannot be solved through the use of fonce and 
that only a peaceful solution should be sought. We the 
students and youths are not insurgents in rebellion 
against the state, and neither are we bloodthirsty milita- 
rists. We are simply selfless persons waging a struggle to 
reconstruct the Union of Burma through democratic 
means. History has shown that none of the student 
movements have involved the use of force or weapons, 
but have concentrated on collective action with the 
people through peaceful means. Therefore, we propose 
to exchange the opportunity for armed struggle with free 
and fair democratic elections. 


We shall not flinch from the paih toward our goal and 
nothing shall obstruct us. Therefore, we strongly demand 
that you do not ignore our demands and do not suppress 
our movements through the use of force. We would like 
to receive an official response from you, sir, as soon as 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


possible. We hope you will participate in the free and fair 
general elections with us and enjoy the taste of genuine 
democracy as soon as possible. 


Student Comments on Rumors, ‘Death Squad’ 
BK0204040489 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
2 Apr 89 pp 6, 7 


[Commentary by an unidentified “Burmese student in 
hiding in Thajland”™} 


{Text] Many foreigners have written and are writing 
about Burma. But what they say is not the whole story. 
This is because they are not Burmese and most of them 
don’t live in Burma. Only a Burmese living in 8urma can 
give a complete and accurate picture of the country. 


In free and democratic nations political rumours can be 
probed and proven true or false. But rumours in an 
oppressive country like Burma, which is ruled by the 
gun, are impossible to verify and therefore most Bur- 
mese tend to believe them. Rumours from free countries 
are about 80 per cent false; rumours from Burma are 
usually 80 per cent correct. 


Let me tell you about one of the rumours that made the 
rounds in our country. 


During the student unrest last year when the Burmese 
government was headed by Dr Maung Maung and the 
student union was most active, an anti-demonstration 
strike force was formed and headed by Gen Ne Win and 
his daughter, Sandar Win. The group also included Gen 
Saw Maung and Sein Lwin. 


One of the group's decisions that reached the people as a 
rumour was that the Army would stage a coup on a 
certain date. After the coup, the Army would arrest or 
kill student leaders, break up the student movement, and 
force the student activists underground. This rumour 
was spread in newsletters published and distributed by 
the students. 


On September 18, 1988, Gen Saw Maung staged a coup 
and seized power in Burma. Yet the Saw “Maung military 
regime is still denying that the coup was planned well in 
advance. 


One of the latest rumours is the formation of a death 
squad in the Tenasserim Division. It is a 30-member 
group ied by a leading figure in the government, and 
called the “Second Galong U Saw Group” (Galong U 
Saw was charged with the assassination of Gen Aung San 
and hanged). The group, according to the rumour, ts 
heavily armed. Its mission is to assassinate Aung San 
Suu Kyi, secretary general of the National League for 
Democracy Party and daughter of the late Gen Aung 
San. The group has been ordered to “get” Aung San Suu 
Kyi when she visits Tenasserim. Once its mission is 
accomplished, the members would go underground for a 
period and then surrender to the authorities. 
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Another rumour is what the top organizers of the 
National Unity Party said to the leaders of villages and 
districts at a meeting in Tenasserim. It was alleged at 
that meeting that Gen Khin Nyunt is to take over from 
Gen Saw Maung. After the takeover the one-party sys- 
tem would be reintroduced, and all those who had joined 
the National Unity Party would be returned to their 
former posts as chiefs of villages, districts, etc. 


I believe there is an 80 percent chance that both these 
rumours could turn out to be true. 


Is the Saw Maung military regime an interim govern- 
ment, a caretaker government, or a Burma Socialist 
Programme Party (BSPP)? I see it as a BSPP government 
headed by the military. It is simple. The military gov- 
ernment is practicing and implementing the same poli- 
cies of the BSPP. 


These include: 


(1) Generals who were chairmen of district townships 
during the one-party system government have been 
reshuffled and posted to different townships holding the 
same positions under the guise of State Law and Order 
Restoration Committees. For example, a general who 
was once in charge of Pegu Division is now in Tenasse- 
rim Division and is using the same governing method as 
before, i.e. one-party system. 


(2) The Phaung Gyi indoctrination school has been 
reopened and government officials are being sent there 
as before to undergo indoctrination in the policies of the 
one-party system. Also the principal of the school is the 
same person. This fact has been published in Burmese 
newspapers. 


(3) The Voluntary Fire Fighting Force formed during the 
era of the one-party system government continues to be 
in existence working under the instructions of the State 
Law and Order Restoration Committee. These trusted 
and dedicated fire-fighters are the very same people who 
were once used in the administration of the State Law 
and Order Council. 


(4) During the time of the one-party system government, 
the Dock Labourers Association used to take advantage 
of non-members to load or unload cargo and they didn’t 
do the work themselves. They farmed out the jobs to 
non-member workers at reduced rates. Non-members 
are paid 12 kyat for a 20-kyat job, the difference being 
pocketed by the Dock Labourers Association. This prac- 
tice of workers exploiting workers is still being carried 
out by the workers under the Saw Maung government. 


(5) During the past 26 years the BSPP exploited the 
fari, ers, who are 80 percent of the population, by paying 
one-third of the market price for their paddy. The 
present military regime is no better. The farmers are now 
paid 18 kyat for paddy that is worth 40 kyat. The same 
BSPP policy and practices exist today. 
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(6) Prisoners sent to work at penal colonies is the BSPP’s 
system of making slaves of its own people. When we were 
young Our parents used to tell us stories about slave 
labour during the Japanese occupation when thousands 
were forced to build the Death Railway. We were told 
these people who were taken away never returned. The 
same thing is now happening to prisoners sent to these 
penal colonies. Hardly any of them return home. They 
are forced to work from dawn to dusk and the cash 
allowance entitled to them is pocketed by the wardens. 
There is one such colony in the Tenasserim Division, 
reputedly the worst, where thousands have died. At this 
colony the prisoners are put to work in a sesame oil 
production project. Some Burmese who have escaped are 
now taking shelter in Ranong Province in southern 
Thailand. 


If you ask if Burma will ever see democracy, my answer 
is no. The next government that comes to power will also 
be a one-party system government. Free and fair general 
elections are a promise which the Burmese military will 
not, and cannot, deliver because it is neither free nor fair. 


Karen ‘Rebels’ Award Logging Concessions to Thai 
BK 1504023789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Karen rebels have awarded logging _ncessions to 
five Thai companies to compete with other loggers 
awarded concessions by Rangoon in rebel-controlled areas. 


The Karen National Union [KNU] said yesterday the 
five firms will be allowed to fell teak in Karen-controlled 
areas and take the timber into Thailand. 


KNU president Bo Mya has pledged to block any 
attempt by Thai merchants who deal with Rangoon from 
taking timber out of Karen territory. 


None of the 16 Thai companies awarded 24 Rangoon 
contracts to fell timber in Karen-controlled areas along the 
Thai-Burmese border has been able to start operations. 


A KNU official said the five firms awarded concessions 
by the rebels had each deposited cash guarantees of two 
million baht and had begun operations. 


“The KNU does not mind if the five sell timber to the 16 
firms. That’s their business,” said the official. 


Meanwhile, Forestry Department acting director Yukti 
Sarikaphuti said Burma is to open Collies and Lord 
Loughborough island in the Andaman Sea to the Forest 
Industry Organisation. 


Rangoon has also agreed to allow Thai loggers to operate 
in government-controlled areas. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Activities of DPRK Vice Foreign Minister 


Discusses NAM With Fadzil 
BK1504055089 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0521 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 15 (OQANA-BERNAMA)— 
Malaysia and North Korea feel that more emphasis 
should be given to increasing economic co-operation 
within the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 


This was expressed during a one-and-a-half hour meeting 
between Malaysian Deputy Foreign Minister Dr Abdul- 
lah Fadzil Che Wan with North Korean Vice Foreign 
Affairs Minister Choe Su-hon, Saturday. 


A Malaysian Foreign Ministry official told reporters 
later that the two leaders discussed bilateral relations 
and increased co-operation within NAM. 


The official said while Malaysia and North Korea agreed 
on the importance and relevance of NAM, the two 
countries felt that more emphasis was needed in stepping 
up economic co-operation within the movement. 


He said both countries also welcomed current moves 
towards reconciliation and dialogue globally, particu- 
larly in Afghanistan and Kampuchea. 


Dr Abdullah Fadzil had pointed out that small countries 
like Malaysia and North Korea should take advantage of 
this trend. He also expressed the hope that the tension in 
the Korean peninsula [words indistinct] for the mutual 
benefit of North and South Korea. 


He said North and South Korea should resolve their 
problems because this could be a very important engine 
of growth for northern Pacific region, in view of the next 
century being dubbed the “Pacific” century. 


Abu Hassan, Choe Discuss Korea 
BK1704101489 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0924 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 17 (QANA-BERNAMA)— 
Malaysia Monday welcomed North and South Korean 
efforts to reach a common understanding on the Korean 
peninsula. 


“Efforts to bring the two groups together should be taken 
as quickly as possible as they have been divided for so 
long,” Malaysian Foreign Minister Abu Hassan Omar said. 


He stressed that any effort in this direction should be 
conducted through dialogues and talks held in a spirit of 
compromise towards reaching mutual understanding. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


He was speaking to reporters after talks with North 
Korean Vice-Foreign Minister Choe Su-hon and his 
delegation at the Foreign Ministry here. 


Abu Hassan said Choe briefed him on the steps being 
taken towards North-South reconciliation at the 30- 
minute meeting. 


‘Malaysia stressed the need for both groups to compro- 
mise in an effort to end the 45-year-old problem,” he said. 


North Korea accepted a reunification invitation from 
South Korea with a view to establishing durable peace on 
the peninsula. 


Both leaders also touched on the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM) and agreed that positive steps were neces- 
sary to streamline its activities. 


“We feel the movement should only concentrate on 
important and specific issues and not comment too 
much on side issues.” 


Choe invited Abu Hassan to visit North Korea. 


Sihanouk-Hun Sen Meeting Termed ‘Encouraging’ 
BK1704151989 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service 
in Malay 1430 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Malaysia considers the planned meeting between 
Prince Sihanouk and Phnom Penh regime’s leade: Hun 
Sen in Jakarta early next month encouraging. 


Foreign Minister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar expressed the 
hope that the meeting would produce positive results, 
especially on national reconciliation and the establish- 
ment of an interim government, which will lead to the 
holding of general elections. Datuk Abu Hassan said this 
after he met with visiting DPRK Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Choe Su-hon in Kuala Lumpur today. 


Datuk Abu Hassan stressed that all parties involved in 
the Cambodian conflict must double their efforts to 
solve the Cambodian problem. 


Rithauddeen Says UK Arms Purchases Unchanged 
BK 1804054089 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0453 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 18 (OQANA/BERNAMA)— 
Malaysia has shortlisted the British defence equipment it 
intends to buy according to priority the armaments 
needed by the Armed Forces, Defence Minister Tengku 
Ahmad Rithauddeen told BERNAMA Tuesday. 


Commenting on recent reports in the British papers that 
Malaysia has slashed by about half the list of armaments 
it intends to buy, he said, “the list remains as it is”’. 


“We have indicated to them the equipment that we want 
first but the list remains as it is,” he added. 
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Malaysia and Britain signed the memorandum of under- 
standing (MOU) during Prime Minister Dr Mahathir 
Mohamed’s visit to London last year under which 
Malaysia will purchase the British defence equipment 
amounting to 4.8 billion Malaysian ringgit (about 1.7 
billion US dollars). 


Among others, it has been reported that Malaysia is 
interested to buy Tornado IDS (Interdictor Strike) 
fighter jets, Rapier anti-aircraft missile systems, man- 
portable Javelin anti-aircraft missiles, submarines and 
artillery guns. 


Malaysia is expected to pay for part of the purchases 
with oil and other commodities. 


Editorial on Recognition of Mujahidin Government 
BK1504 120589 Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES 
in English 13 Apr 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “A New Afghan Government” 


[Text] Malaysia has become the fourth country, after 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Sudan, to recognise the 
interim government of Afghanistan. The U.S. has 
appointed a special envoy with the rank of ambassador 
to the Afghan resistance forces, though the U.S. is still 
balking at recogniti.. of the interim government. The 
Organisation of Islamic Conference has granted full 
membership to it. To underline his government’s asser- 
tion that it controls 95 percent of the country, Foreign 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has announced that 
administrative centres will be set up this week in two 
provinces in Afghanistan. 


In fact, if one paid attention to the statements emanating 
from Kabul in recent months, one would get the impres- 
sion that the leaders in Kabul are puzzled by the hostility 
of their Muslim ‘brothers’ and ‘compatriots’ out in the 
countryside. The once staunchly communist People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan seems to have trans- 
formed itself into an Islamic benevolent society. There is 
talk of winning hearts and minds. (Where have we heard 
that before?) There is talk of detente, rapprochement and 
God. There is talk of a neutral, non-aligned, demilita- 
rised Afghanistan with a broad-based, pluralistic govern- 
ment. ““The time has come that we should forget all our 
estrangements,” said President Najibullah. 


It is too late in the conflict for the Kabul regime to 
change its disguise. The five million Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan and Iran will not believe it. The resistance 
forces operating in Afghanistan will not believe it. Nor 
will the families of the dead. The many foreign countries 
have been approached to help start negotiations with the 
mujahidin and who have not responded, obviously do 
not believe it. Nobody is that gullible, especially when 
the tactics of the Kabul regime are so obvious. They have 
been trying to drive a wedge between the mujahidin 
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leaders operating within Afghanistan, calling them Mus- 
lim brothers, and the movement leaders in Pakistan, 
characterising them as power-crazy warmongers. They 
are not succeeding. 


They are succeeding, for the moment, in hanging on to 
Jalalabad, but there is every reason to believe that the 
city will not be able to hold out for long. Kabul officials 
concede that the airport at Jalalabad is too badly dam- 
aged to be used. The road to Kabul is in the gun-sights of 
the mujahidin. Supplies to the city can only be delivered 
by helicopters and they are vulnerable to rockets. It is 
Only a matter of time. 


What is holding back many countries from recognising 
the Afghan interim government is concern over its 
acceptance by a majority of the people. There is disagree- 
ment with eight smaller groups operating out of Iran, but 
discussions are going on to resolve their unhappiness 
over the size of their representation in the interim 
government. There are fears that when the mujahidin are 
in full control of the country, they will turn their guns on 
each other in a grab for dominance. Such fears cannot be 
discounted totally, but surely the point is that Afghans 
should be allowed to decide for themselves the kind of 
government and leaders they can live with, not what will 
please the rest of the world. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Discusses Relations With Thailand 
BK1704122189 Bangkok PHU CHATKAN in Thai 
17-23 Apr 89 pp 1, 58 


[Interview with Hun Sen, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and foreign minister of the People’s Republic 
of Kampuchea (PRK), by Sonthi Limthongkun in 
Phnom Penh on 5 April] 


[Text] The director of “PHU CHATKAN WEEKLY” 
and affiliated publications of the Eastern Magazine 
Company visited Phnom Penh, the PRK, from 31 March 
to 7 April. Besides witnessing the historic event on the 
announcement of the 5 April declaration, at Chamka 
Mon Palace, on the complete and unconditional with- 
drawal of Vietnamese volunteer forces from Cambodia 
by the end of September, the magazine was also given a 
rare opportunity, not given to other newspapers, to 
interview Prime Minister Hun Sen minutes after that 
historic moment. 


Sonthi Limthongkun also met with other Phnom Penh 
leaders, and made a trip to Siemreap to see Angkor Wat 
and Angkor Thom. Details of this can be found exclu- 
sively in “PHU CHATKAN WEEKLY.” 


Following is the exclusive interview given to the director 
of Thailand’s leading newspaper by the prime minister of 
the Phnom Penh regime. 
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Prime Minister Hun Sen begins with the following 
introduction: 


“I heartily welcome the change, in recent months, in 
relations between Thailand and Cambodia, and I wish to 
see them always improving—as I already stated at the 
news conference a while ago.” Prior to this exclusive 
interview, Prime Minister Hun Sen granted a news 
conference to dozens of foreign correspondents in 
Phnom Penh during which he stated that there is no 
more shelling between Thailand and Cambodia and that 
economic relations between the two countries is a wel- 
come development. 


The following.is the verbatim interview given by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. 


[Sonthi] Genera! Chatchai’s visit to China has brought a 
certain change in attitude toward the Cambodian prob- 
lem. What is your opinion about this? 


{Hun Sen] For me, I see any change in attitude toward 
the Cambodian problem as normal. What I hold as very 
important is rather Gen Chatchai’s proclaimed policy of 
changing the battlefield into a marketplace. Of course, it 
iS not Our enemies’ wish to see relations develop between 
our two countries. They are doing their best to hamper 
improvement of our relations, to spoil the atmosphere, 
or even to distort opinion on the Cambodian issue. | 
don’t pay much attention to this. 


[Sonthi] Some sectors in Thailand are skeptical about 
relations between Cambodia and Vietnam. They are 
afraid that this might be a pressure on Thailand if we 
have diplomatic relations with Cambodia in the future. 
In short, they are afraid of Vietnam’s influence over 
Cambodia. I would like to have your explanation on this 
matter. 


[Hun Sen] For years people have believed the PRK 
Government is a puppet of Vietnam. I must emphasize 
here that Cambodia is an independent and sovereign 
state. It adopts independent internal and external poli- 
cies. Foreign assistance that it has received is the same as 
the security assistance that Thailand, Japan, South 
Korea, and the Philippines get from the United States. 


As for the question of our independence and freedom, 
you must have seen by now with your own eyes whether 
we are what some people accuse us of being. 


Relations between Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam are 
inevitable. Yet, friendship means friendship, and it has 
nothing to do with influence or pressure. 


[Sonthi] I have learned that you are going to meet Prince 
Sihanouk in Jakarta in May. 


[Hun Sen] The meeting in Jakarta in May was initiated 
by Prince Sihanouk. Under the framework of the infor- 
mal meeting in Jakarta (JIM), there should be a meeting 
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of all parties of Cambodia. From what I know, the idea 
of a meeting between the prince and me originated when 
Vice Premier Nguyen Co Thach met Gen Chatchai. 


I learned about this meeting in Jakarta on 2 May only 2 
days ago. Anyway, there is nothing certain as May 2 is 
still far away and the prince may change his mind again. 


{Sonthi] What should be the role of Prince Sihanouk if he 
wishes return and work for the Cambodian people? 


{Hun Sen] There are two options for him. Under the 
framework of a political settlement of the Cambodian 
problem, his role will be decided by the Cambodian 
people in the general elections to be held. The elections 
will tell us whether the people want the prince or not. 
Under another condition, he will be given the role of a 
head of state if he washes his hands of the Pol Pot clique 
and cooperates with us instead. I could see no other role 
for him except that of a head of state. We have talked 
about this a long time already. 


{Sonthi] How long will this role last? 


[Hun Sen] We can say that it will last for a very long 
time, and it is also possible that he would be happy in 
this role for the rest of his life. 


[Sonthi] What should be Thailand’s role from now 
onward with regards to the Cambodian problem? 


{Hun Sen] I think Thailand is the most important key 
factor in the settlement of the Cambodian problem. It is 
Thailand, not the Soviet Union, China or the United 
States. If Thailand does not allow U.S. and Chinese 
weapons through Thailand for assistance of the three 
Khmer factions, the problem would end immediately. 
Thailand has the capability to put pressure on the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea. To 
cite an example, the tripartite Khmer faction refused to 
attend JIM 2 before meeting with Gen Chatchai. But 
they changed their minds after they had met with Gen 
Chatchai. 


{Sonthi] Do you mean that peace will return to Cambo- 
dia if Thailand stops giving help to Pol Pot? 


[Hun Sen] That is possible, but it would not come 
overnight. Maybe in 3 or 6 months. If Thailand prevents 
them from using Thailand as sanctuary and transit for 
weapons, they will not survive beyond 3 to 6 months. 
None of these people are along the Lao-Cambodian and 
Vietnamese-Cambodian border. We find them only 
along the Thai-Cambodian border. 


[Sonthi] You look at it from the Cambodian perspective. 
Now from Thailand’s perspective, do you mean that 
Thailand should confront China? 
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{Hun Sen] I believe that Thailand wishes to live in peace 
with both Cambodia and China. It depends directly on 
Thailand’s policy. But I believe that the world will 
applaud if Thailand reverses its policy on Pol Pot. As for 
the question of a confrontation with China, China will 
decide by itself which one will it chose between Thailand 
and Pol Pot. 


China will have to make a decision on this once the 
Vietnamese troops are all pulled out of Cambodia. 


[Sonthi] Do you mean that you are ready to cooperate 
with Thailand in dealing with guerrillas operating along 
the border? 


[Hun Sen] For decades we have experienced that others 
have been using our neighbors’ territory to stage a fight 
against us. So we will never do the same thing. 


[Sonthi] I have already asked you about Prince Siha- 
nouk. Now what about Son Sann? 


{Hun Sen] Son Sann’s role is in the context of national 
reconciliation. Again, Son Sann’s role will be decided by 
the Cambodian people. Anyway, Son Sann is rather too 
old now. 


[Sonthi] Do you have anything to tell the Thai people? 


(Hun Sen] We want to see everlasting peace and friend- 
ship between peoples of the two countries. Ten years of 
confrontation has brought only bitterness and affliction 
to the peoples along the border of our two countries. | 
want such a state to be completely over and never to 
repeat again. This is what I would like you to tell the 
Thai people on my behalf. The Cambodian people want 
peace and friendship. 


{Sonthi] May I ask you a last question? JIM 2 was 
considered a failure; then what will happen next? 


[Hun Sen] It was because we had been far apart for too 
long. When we joined together the second time, we were 
confronted with the problem of a lack of ““harmony.” A 
major step after JIM 2 is the declaration we made today 
on the total withdrawal of Vietnamese volnteer soldiers 
from Cambodia before 30 September. With the with- 
drawal of all Vietnamese troops, there must be an end to 
external help for all factions in Cambodia. A complete 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops is what Prince Siha- 
nouk called for, and we have responded to it. Now on our 
part, we demand that there is a prevention of the return 
of the Pol Pot regime because it constitutes the most 
threatening danger to us. The two most dangerous things 
for Prince Sihanouk are the Vietnamese army volunteers 
and Pol Pot. With the withdrawal of Vietnamese soldiers 
underway, now we have only the question of Pol Pot as 
our common concern. 
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Whatever Prince Sihanouk wished to know from us, we 
have made all clear to him. But we still do not know what 
he plans next or what his stand is now. 


[Sonthi] Will Cambodia be able to protect itself after the 
Vietnamese soldiers pullout? 


{Hun Sen] We are capable of defending ourselves. We 
only want the outside world to stop giving military 
assistance to all Cambodian factions. If this is not 
stopped, we reserve our right to seek help from other 
countries as well, especially when all Vietnamese soldiers 
are gone. If there is an end to all assistance, we will 
certainly be able to handle the situation and protect 
ourselves. 


National Economic Development Plans Discussed 
BK 1404024489 Hong Kong AFP in English 0232 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[By Jean-Claude Chapon] 


[Excerpts] Phnom Penh, April 14 (AFP)}—Cambodia’s 
production of 2.4 million tons of rice in 1988 fell short of 
the government target by 200,000 tons due to natural 
disasters and guerrilla activity, according to officials 
here. 


One of Phnom Penh’s main priorities is to increase rice 
production and achieve self sufficiency this year, follow- 
ing the havoc caused to the Cambodian economy by the 
Khmer Rouge regime. 


“Our objective is 2.9 million tons for 1989, although we 
could feed all Cambodians with 2.5 million tons,” said 
Hul Lim, a senior official in the Economic Planning 
Ministry. 


But some experts said this objective was over-ambitious 
and considered the estimates “very uncertain” because 
of the persistance of natural disasters, particularly 
droughts, and guerrilla activity in some parts of the 
country, particularly northwestern Battambang region. 


The Cambodian Army is waging fierce battles against 
resistance guerrillas in this area, which is important for 
agricultural production, official sources said. [passage 
omitted] 


“We hope to compensate for the losses caused by the 
Situation in certain areas by improving productivity, 
especially by privatizing a major part of agriculture,” 
Mr. Hul Lim said. 


The privatization of agriculture was one of the main 
topics discussed at the second “conference of Cambo- 
dian leaders” recently which brought together in Phnom 
Penh members of the ruling communist party Central 
Committee and top officials from various sectors of the 
economy. 
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Production of other commodities has also suffered from 
the situation, with the exception of tropical wood, which 
is mainly grown in the northeast where guerrilla activity 
is very limited. 


Cambodia produced 250,000 cubic metres (8.75 million 
cubic feet) of wood last year, 25 per cent more than the 
target fixed in the five-year plan for 1986-1990. 


But rubber production was only 32,000 tons, 3,000 tons 
less than the objective, and it was the same story in 
fisheries. 


“Cambodian and Vietnamese troops destroyed a large 
part of the fish reserves by taking massive catches 
without thinking of the ecosystem,” the planning official 
said. 


With a total annual investment of more than 700 million 
riels (four million dollars), industry absorbs more than 
16 per cent of the state budget, an industrial planning 
official said. 


“Our aim is to restore our industry which was entirely 
destroyed by the Khmer Rouge,” the official added. 


“Ninety percent of the enterprises have already been 
renewed but some are not functioning in a satisfactory 
manner due to a lack of raw materials, electricity and 
skilled workers,” he said. 


“The embargo imposed on us by Western and ASEAN 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries for 
the past 10 years is also a major obstacle to our industrial 
development,” he said. 


A code for foreign investments is planned during the 
next two months, Mr. Hul Lim said, to encourage foreign 
companies to invest in two main sectors—the export 
industry and services, especially tourism. 


The code, similar to those of Vietnam and Laos, pro- 
vides for foreign capital being put into joint ventures or 
the formation of companies with 100 percent foreign 
capital, he said. 


“We hope that the withdrawal of the Vietnamese will 
remove the last reservations against Cambodia from 
abroad,” said Mr. Hul Lim, who especially hopes to 
develop relations with neighbouring Thailand. 


Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen announced last 
week that Vietnamese troops would unilaterally with- 
draw from the country by the end of September. 


4) 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Phnom Penh Exports Increased by 24 Percent 
BK 1704034089 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1120 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 15 Apr (SPK)—In 1988 the trade 
service of Phnom Penh City spent 2,356 million riels 
buying agricultural products for export, an increase of 24 
percent compared to 1987. 


These agricultural products, weighing over 17,930 met- 
ric tons, consist of rice, corn, beans, soybean, sesame, 
pigs, and so on. 


These exports brought the service an income of 2,574 
million riels, an increase of 34 percent compared to 
1987. The agricultural products, particularly beans, soy- 
bean, and sesame, were sent to Ho Chi Minh City 
(Vietnam) while dry fish and snake skins went to Vien- 
tiane (Laos). 


For its part, the Import-Export Company of Kampu- 
chea, (KAMPEXIM), exported over 60 metric tons of 
kapok in the first quarter of this year. 


On average, the company annually exports between 250 
and 400 metric tons of kapok. 


Editorial Calls for Efforts Toward Final Victory 
BK 1404150689 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 12 Apr 89 


[PRACHEACHON editorial: “Surge Ahead With the 
Successful Outcome of the Second National Conference 
of Party Cadres’”—date not given] 


[Text] The second national conference of party cadres 
has successfully closed with an historic result. This is an 
important achievement of the revolution, which has 
concretely enhanced the political line adopted at the fifth 
party congress. Through the assessment of the situation 
over the past 10 years and the success achieved in the 
current stage, we have maintained and are continuing to 
maintain our stance in the national, democratic, and 
popular revolution by taking into account the current 
Situation, tendency, and objectives of the tasks and 
policies adopted by conferences in leading the mother- 
land to further surge ahead. 


The conference has reinforced the party’s leadership and 
struggle which the current situation requires to expand 
its masterly spirit and self-sufficiency of daring to think, 
to do, and to assume responsibility with the aim of the 
enlarging national unity forces in the struggle to achieve 
the political goal in this new phase of revolution. 


The second national conference of party cadres is the 
fresh blossom of great hope and absolute confidence of 
the workers, peasants, and laborers at all levels, and all 
the ethnic group people. Through this conference, our 
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people’s cadres, combatants, and intellectuals have fur- 
ther enlarged their sense of responsibility and vigilance 
of crushing the enemy’s strategic maneuvers and are 
resolved to decisively crown our revolution with final 
victory. 


As the new year begins to lead the entire people into a 
new life and new era, the objectives, tasks, and concrete 
policies put forth by the second national conference of 
party cadres have reflected the concern and vigilance of 
all the Cambodian people. Though the successes gained 
by the entire people so far are great, the shortcomings, 
weakness, and difficulties as well as a great deal of 
complicated obstacles still require our full efforts and 
sacrifices. However, we have been able to overcome all 
manner and size of difficulties and obstacles for we are 
under correct and clear-sighted leadership and have firm 
self-confidence and strong and full popular support for 
the path paved by our party. 


To share our people’s sacrifices, it is imperative that we 
fully grasp the goal of our tasks, our concrete policies, 
and the eight experiences drawn from our revolutionary 
movement over the past 10 years. The competent insti- 
tutions should hurriedly implement their duties within 
the legal limit and carry out necessary requirements to 
efficiently organize the entire society by creating the 
confidence of the people, legitimatizing their activities, 
and encouraging them to heartily implement the party 
policies. 


In addition to the people’s full and vigorous unity 
strength, another inseparable component is the whole- 
hearted support and assistance of the Vietnamese and 
Lao parties and people, the Soviet Union and other 
fraternal socialist countries, the revolutionary move- 
ments of the progressive countries and people the world 
over, various international organizations, governments, 
scientists, lawyers, and newsmen in the world who have 
made contributions to the cause of the Cambodian 
people’s revolution. 


This new year brings happiness, cleverness, and great 
strength for the entire Cambodian people so they will be 
capable of prevailing over enemies in the four winds in 
accordance with the resolutions adopted by the second 
national conference of party cadres. 


Each of us should firmly brandish our weapon and move 
forward along with the success of the second national 
conference of party cadres, jointly making this key and 
most important new year a year of success by achieving 
the political task and historic mission for the cause of 
peace and independence of the motherland and the 
happiness of our people. 
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Activities Commemorate 17 April Anniversary 


Nguon Nhel Addresses Meeting 
BK 1804035089 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Speech by Nguon Nhel, member of the Kampuchean 
People’s Revolutionary Party Central Committee Pollit- 
ical Bureau and secretary of the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Party Committee, at 17 April meeting to mark the 14th 
anniversary of the victory over U.S. “imperialism”— 
recorded] 


[Text] This meeting to mark the 14th anniversary of the 
historic victory over the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackey state authorities is being held at a time when the 
entire country has just joyously celebrated with great 
pride the 10th anniversary of the 7 January national day 
and 10 years of brilliant victories in the struggle for the 
cause of the rebirth of the Cambodian society and nation 
following liberation from the genocidal Pol Pot regime. 
Our second national conference of cadres was also 
recently concluded with brilliant results. This is a major 
political and historic event in the life and activities of 
Cambodian society with great significance for the des- 
tiny of the country and nation. This meeting is also being 
held when the entire party, people, and armed forces are 
vigorously implementing the 1989 tasks with the new 
strength in the current historic phase of the revolution— 
that of progress in the quality of Cambodia’s own 
forces—to assume themselves the tasks of their revolu- 
tionary cause while the enemy forces have become weak 
and are losing the initiative. The exiled government, the 
so-called tripartite alliance, is still without support inside 
or outside the country and is moving toward inevitable 
defeat. 


Dear comrades and friends: Fourteen years ago the 
historic political event of 17 April 1975 was a day of 
brilliant victory for our Cambodian people in the cause 
of liberating the land and winning the right to be its 
masters. This was the victory of a long struggle in which 
our army and people sacrificed flesh and blood and 
struggled, in the name of children of the land of Angkor, 
to oppose the U.S. imperialists and their lackey state 
authorities. This victory was also a consequence of the 
relations of militant solidarity and cooperation among 
the people of the three in Indochina—Cambodia, Viet- 
nam, and Laos. The 17 April 1975 victory day was also 
a great victory and great pride for our people who have 
taken part in advancing the world’s revolution and 
consolidating its advantage over counterrevolutionary 
forces the world over. This is the great pride of nations 
which are struggling to liberate themselves from colo- 
nialism for national independence and the people’s hap- 
piness. 


This historic victory should have enabled our people to 
Start restoring and building a developed and prosperous 
land and should have brought independence, peace, 
freedom, and happiness to the people. However, the Pol 
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Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Samphan clique betrayed the 
nation and people and created a frightening danger of 
genocide [words indistinct]. The people’s garlands, 
smiles, and welcome for the 17 April victory became 
chains and shackles, cries, and the pain of the entire 
Cambodian people. The brilliant land of Angkor was 
covered by the dark veil of the genocidal Pol Pot-leng 
Sary-Khieu Samphan regime. Over 3 million innocent 
Cambodian people were massacred. The Cambodian 
motherland was moving against social laws and was 
plunged into the most tragic and disastrous ravine man- 
kind has ever experienced. The genocidal crimes of Pol 
Pot were not only toward its own people, but had an an 
international character as they were directed against a 
part of mankind. This offended the conscience of the 
entire world. 


Beloved audience, the oppression and threat of the Pol 
Pot clique against the Cambodian people grew stronger 
and more serious every day while the struggle of the 
Cambodian people was becoming acute and more reso- 
lute. Unable to withstand this genocidal act of the Pol 
Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Samphan murderous clique, our 
people rose up to break the chains and shackles of the 
satanic regime and set up an extensive political organi- 
zation nationwide on 2 December 1978, namely the 
Kampuchean National United Front for National Salva- 
tion—currently the National Council of the Kampu- 
chean United Front for National Construction and 
Defense. The 7 January 1979 brilliant victory day was a 
ray of hope; it resurrected the Cambodian motherland 
and every Cambodian. It was the day when our people 
were happy and freed from bitterness. We started to 
build a fresh and happy new life. 


Since the 7 January 1979 victory day our Cambodian 
revolution has scored great victories in every field. In the 
past more than 10 years we have constantly adhered to a 
policy set by the party congress, particularly the resolu- 
tions of the fifth congress. We have actively imple- 
mented them to advance toward achieving the strategic 
goals of the revolution through many tactics, forms, and 
slogans appropriate to the real situation in each phase. 
The revolutionary forces are being strengthened and 
expanded to become masters along the border and inside 
the country. The Cambodian revolutionary armed forces 
are steadily developing and becoming a firm support 
[words indistinct] and militia forces which have a major 
role in defending localities on the spot. Villages and 
communes are developing and actively contributing to 
ensuring stability and safety throughout the country. The 
proselytizing movement has also brought fine results. 


The past 10 years are a very short period compared to 
the history of a country and nation. It is even shorter for 
our Cambodia, given the time needed to restore and 
rebuild the country which was nearing total destruction. 
However, what was lost during the Pol Pot regime has 
been revived. This is the noble sacrifice of our nation 
with the assistance in flesh and blood from the fraternal 
Vietnamese volunteer army, and with the assistance of 
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friendly countries, movements, and organizations the 
world over, for the cause of defending and building the 
Cambodian motherland and for Cambodia’s rebirth. 


Dear comrades and friends, during the past more than 10 
years Cambodian reactionaries—who survive through a 
secret lifeline provided them by a small number of 
international reactionaries—have used many tactics and 
maneuvers to destroy the Cambodian revolution in 
every way. Outstanding among these are two maneuvers 
aimed at establishing a liberated zone along the Cambo- 
dian-Thai border and at building a number of villages 
and communes to oppose the revolution at present and 
in the future as part of their strategic maneuver to wage 
war to topple our young People’s Republic of Kampu- 
chea [PRK] regime. However, generally speaking, these 
dark and cruel schemes have been successively thwarted 
by the revolutionary forces. The enemies are on the 
decline and have seriously lost the initiative. What is 
important is that they are hated by the overwhelming 
majority of the people who absolutely denounce them 
and will not support them. The so-called Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea has thus been 
shaken and is moving toward certain disintegration. 


Every victory we score is the result of the efforts of the 
entire party, armed forces, and people who have done 
their best to fight as successors of the tradition to struggle 
in the spirit of the 17 April, which is a good and 
long-standing legacy of our ancestors. Th enemies have 
not yet given up their perfidious maneuvers, and still 
persist in seeking every way to destroy our revolution. 
The struggle between the revolutionary and counterrev- 
olutionary forces goes on. Therefore, 17 April is the day 
everyone of us should admire and be grateful to the great 
deeds of our people and combatants who made lofty 
sacrifices in the cause of the struggle to liberate the 
country, nation, and motherland. At the same time, this 
is a good opportunity for all of us to recall the lessons, in 
blood and flesh, about correctly defending and imple- 
menting policies on national and international solidar- 
ity, particularly solidarity among the three countries— 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos—and the relations of 
solidarity between the three countries and the Soviet 
Union and fraternal socialist countries. All of us pledge 
to strive to implement the strategic tasks set by the 
party’s fifth congress. 


In the immediate future we si, _.. -sSfully imple- 
ment the resolutions of the recently voncluded second 
national conference of cadres. Among these are the 
following outstanding tasks: 


1. Constantly be vigilant in fighting the enemies to 
weaken them and deal them further blows. Firmly main- 
tain and increase the advantage along the border and 
inside the country. Pay attention to building revolution- 
ary armed forces, particularly in provinces, districts, and 
localities, so that they have sufficient capability to 
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assume themselves the tasks in the new phase. Along 
with building the armed forces, attention should also be 
paid to their political quality. 


2. Actively make efforts to build real revolutionary 
forces, particularly build and develop them quickly and 
ensure their political quality and absolute loyalty to the 
revolution and the people. They should be absolu‘ely 
resolute against the enemy at all times and be worthy of 
an instrument of proletarian dictatorship of the party in 
every circumstance to continue building and further 
consolidating our advantage over the enemies both along 
the border and inside the country. If local units [words 
indistinct] by considering this as the factor determining 
the party’s victory. 


3. We should increase the great unity around the party; 
Strive to raise the spirit of being the master and of 
self-reliance combined with pride in fully assuming 
every revolutionary tasks in the new phase. We should 
not resign to difficulties and be uncertain about the 
direction of the revolution. Along with this, we should 
soundly denounce those who are still on the side of the 
genocidal Pol Pot group to oppose the Cambodian 
people’s rebirth. 


4. Vigorously promote the emulation and production 
movement to increase and sco.e new and greater results 
set by the state’s economic policy. In the immediate 
future, we should strive to vigorously promote rainy 
season production and pledge to implement all the new 
policies of the second national conference of cadres. 


5. Pay attention to the people’s daily life. Strive to 
gradually solve problems relating to land, housing, cloth- 
ing, education, travels, profession, and public health. 
Strive to avoid any acts which create problems for the 
people and which dampen their happiness and revolu- 
tionary spirit. 


6. Increase international solidarity, militant alliance, 
and all-round cooperation among the three countries— 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos—as well as between the 
three Indochinese countries and the Soviet Union and 
fraternal socialist countries. Further expand interna- 
tional relations based on the principles of mutual inter- 
est. 


Dear comrades and friends: Our revolution’s successes 
clearly show the correctness of our party policies, both 
inside and outside the country. The party continues to 
more vigorously implement these policies aimed at 
encouraging and increasing our people’s great forces and 
combine them with the force of the era which would lead 
our revolutionary cause to the definitive victory. We 
categorically denounce the ruling circles in reactionary 
countries which continue to support and assist the so- 
called tripartite Cambodian reactionary group enabling 
them to carry out activities to oppose the Cambodian 
people’s rebirth as well as the revolutions of the three 
Indochinese countries. The PRK would like to express 
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sincere goodwill and readiness to find an appropriate 
political solution to the Cambodian problem and to 
build Southeast Asia into a zone of peace and stability. 


On the same occasion, on behalf of the Cambodian 
party, Government, and people throughout the country, 
I would like to express profound gratitude for the 
immense and effective assistance and support of the 
Vietnamese, Lao, Soviet parties and people; other frater- 
nal socialist countries; and all international organiza- 
tions which have provided assistance to our Cambodian 
people in past years. We express our people’s thanks in 
friendship and fraternity. 


Based on the spirit of the 17 April victory, we will further 
expand the Cambodia-Vietnam-Laos relations of mili- 
tant solidarity. The cause to build our fine Angkor 
motherland will certainly win more brilliant victories. 


Long live the spirit of the 17 April victory! 


Long live the PRK! 


Leaders Lay Wreaths 
BK 1704064089 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] To mark the 14th anniversary of the historic 
victory over the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, party 
and state leaders this morning laid wreaths at the mon- 
ument to fallen Cambodian combatants and the monu- 
ment to Cambodia-Vietnam militant solidarity and 
friendship to pay respect to the souls of Cambodian and 
Vietnamese cadres, party members, and combatants, 
who have sacrificed their lives for the cause of the 
revolution and the motherland. 


Present on this occasion were, among others, Comrade 
Chea Sim, member of the party Central Committee Polit- 
ical Bureau, and chairman of both the National Assembly 
and the Kampuchean United Front for National Construc- 
tion and Defense; Comrade General Bou Thang, member 
of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers; Comrade Men 
Sam-an, member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and chairman of the Central Committee’s Organi- 
zation Commission; Comrade Mat Ly, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau, vice chairman 
of the National Assembly, and chairman of the Kampu- 
chean Federation of Trade Unions; Comrade General Tie 
Banh, member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and 
defense minister, Comrade Nguon Nhel, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau and secretary of 
the Phnom Penh municipal party committee; comrade 
leading cadres from party and state establishments, front, 
mass Organizations, Armed Forces; and many intellectuals. 
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Editorial Marks Anniversary 
BK 1704075489 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 16 Apr 89 


[Station editorial: “Constantly Uphoiding the 17 April 
Spirit’ 


[Text] This year we are celebrating the 14th anniversary 
of the victory over the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys 
in a most joyous spirit because of the immense revolu- 
tionary achievements scored by our people in the past 
more than 10 years, particularly the success of the second 
national conference of cadres, which was a major polit- 
ical event in the new historic phase. 


Fourteen years ago, on |7 April 1975, our army and people 
completely smashed the new neocolonialist structure of the 
U.S. imperialists and definitively put an end to the oppres- 
sion and exploitation of the old and new colonialists, 
feudalists, and capitalists, and opened a new chapter of the 
historic victory of the Cambodian land and people. Along 
with the 30 April victory of the Vietnamese people and the 
2 December victory of the Lao people, the 17 April victory 
was a great one clearly reflecting the powerful force of the 
special militant solidarity among the three nations in the 
Indochinese Peninsula, which is also a basic factor deter- 
mining each nation’s victory in the struggle against all 
enemies to win independence, freedom, and democracy for 
each country. 


The great victories of the three Indochinese countries 
plunged the U.S. imperialists—ringleaders of imperial- 
ism in the world, with great power and modern and 
sophisticated armament—into a serious economic and 
social crisis and taught them a bitter lesson. This clearly 
shows the firm militant solidarity and the lofty resolu- 
tion to struggle without retreat displayed by the three 
nations for each country’s independence and character 
and to get rid of imperialist aggression. The historic 
victories of the three Indochinese nations have changed 
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos into a strong bastion of 
internationalism in Southeast Asia. 


In Vietnam and Laos the building and defense of social- 
ist motherland are being carried out with successive 
victories. However, in the land of Angkor, the 17 April 
victory day should have enabled the Cambodian people 
to start building the country along the path already 
planned and in accordance with their aspiration, namely 
getting rid of the consequences of the destructive war of 
the U.S. imperialists and building our fine Angkor 
motherland. On the contrary, the murderous Pol Pot- 
leng Sary-Khieu Samphan clique betrayed the nation, 
the people, and internationalism. After usurping state 
authorities from the people, this clique most savagely 
massacred over 3 millions Cambodian people, destroyed 
every national and social infrastructure, and plunged the 
Cambodian motherland into a deep ravine of death. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Faced with this dangerous situation, cadres, partly mem- 
bers, and our people, who survived the massacre, united 
under the victorious banner of the Kampuchean United 
Front for National Salvation, and, with the timely and 
effective assistance of the Vietnamese volunteer army, 
toppled the genocidal regime of Democratic Kampu- 
chea, and won the historic victory on 7 January 1979. A 
new, benevolent regime was established, namely the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea. 


Although dealt shameful defeats, now as in the past, and 
with the nurturing of a number of international reaction- 
ary cliques, the remnant reactionary Cambodians 
remaining on Thai soil continue to struggle to destroy 
our people’s lives. In this situation, constantly adhering 
to the 17 April spirit as the ideological basis and in 
consideration of the situation of the country in the new 
and historic phase, as well as in accordance with the 
revolution’s requirements, our entire party, army, and 
people should constantly be on their revolutionary guard 
and be ready to fight and thwart every maneuver and 
activity of the enemies. We should be on the lookout and 
take the initiative in every activity to implement effec- 
tively every resolution of the second national conference 
of cadres. 


In the immediate future, we should strive to increase 
activities to fight the enemies; appeal to misled persons 
to return to their families and the revolution; hurry to 
conclude dry season production; be ready for the rainy 
season; sell paddy to the state; pay the required amount 
of patriotic contribution and exceed the plan; and strive 
to build and strengthen villages and communes by con- 
sidering this a key issue of strategic significance. In 
particular, we should raise the spirit of self-reliance and 
hold aloft the banner of patriotism and international 
solidarity, particularly solidarity with friendly Vietnam, 
Laos, and the Soviet Union. We should quickly adapt the 
assistance of fraternal countries to all labor tasks and 
every revolutionary movement to advance the Cambo- 
dian revolutionary cause toward prosperity and glory. 


Heng Samrin Visits Sick, Wounded Combatants 
BK 1804100189 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] On the afternoon of 17 April Comrade Heng 
Samrin, general secretary of the party Central Commit- 
tee and chairman of the State Council of the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea, accompanied by members of 
the party Central Committee Political Bureau and the 
party Central Committee as well as leading cadres of 
various institutions, paid a visit to the sick and wounded 
cadres and combatants who were hospitalized in the 1/79 
Hospital [name as heard]. 


Addressing the gathering on that occasion, General Sec- 
retary Comrade Heng Samrin pointed out the multifac- 
eted successes achieved by Cambodia's revolution dur- 
ing the over past 10 years, especially the great 
achievements in military and diplomatic fields. He also 
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recalled the tasks that our Cambodian revolution should 
assume after the repatriation of the Vietnamese volun- 
teer troops by September this year. 


The comrade expressed the profound gratitude of the 
party, state, and entire people to the sick and wounded 
combatants for their praiseworthy valuable sacrifices 
and exhorted them to scrupulously observe the hospital’s 
regulations and, after recovery, to return to their own 
units to continue their sacred duties. 


The general secretary also urged all the cadres and staff 
of the hospital to heighten their attention on providing 
care for all the hospitalized combatants. 


Defense Ministry Delegations Visit Combatants 
BK 1804120689 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1100 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 18—Delegations of the 
Defense Ministry have called on combatants, disabled 
soldiers, and families of fallen combatants on the occa- 
sion of “Chol Chhnam Thmei” (the Khmer traditional 
New Year). 


Delegation headed by Gen. Tie Banh, Politburo member 
of the Peopie’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Cen- 
tral Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, and minister of National Defense, has paid visit to 
sick and disabied soldiers and families of fallen combat- 
ants in Phnom Penh. On the occasion, he highly valued 
their great services and exploits in the struggle against 
sabotage and subversive activities by the Khmer reac- 
tionary forces for the national defense. He praised moth- 
ers and sisters who have encouraged their husbands, 
sons, and daughters to serve revolutionary army in 
defense of the homeland. 


Lieutenant General Pol Saroeun, candidate Politburo 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee and vice minister of National 
Defense, led another delegation to ca.) on an air force 
unit of the Kampuchean Armed Forces in Phnom Penh. 
Many other visits were made during the New Year 
festival by leaders of the Defense Ministry to army units, 
disabled soldiers, and families of fallen combatants in 
different localities. 


5,984 Misled Persons Returned to Fold in 1988 
BK 1504064789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Excerpt] In 1988 a total of 5,984 misled persons turned 
therselves in to revolutionary authorities and people 
throughout the country, bringing along 4,009 assorted 
weapons and a large quantity of ammunition. 


Compared with 1987, the number of returnees increased 
by 1,168 men and 764 weapons. [passage omitted] 
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52 People Return in Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey 
BK 1804100689 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] By implementing the slogan “Persuading enemies 
while attacking them” in combination with scrupulously 
disseminating the People’s Republic of Kampuchea rec- 
onciliation policy, in early March this year Siem Reap- 
Oddar Meanchey Province received 52 misled persons, 
including a Sereika battalion commander and a Polpotist 
company commander, who brought along 49 assorted 
firearms and a great deal of war equipment, materiel, 
and documents. 


At present, the local state authorities and people have 
provided those returned compatriots with materiel and 
moral assistance. And they have also been granted full 
rights and allowed to return to join their families. 


French Arms Shipped to Sihanouk Faction 
BK 1504092689 Hong Kong AFP in English 0915 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[By Charles-Antoine de Nerciat] 


[Excerpt] Bangkok, April 15 (AFP)}—France has for the 
first time sent a shipment of light weapons to Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk’s faction of the Cambodian resis- 
tance coalition, informed sources said here Saturday. 


The sources said two shipments of French weapons and 
ammunition, including assault rifles, radio equipment, 
and first aid kits, had arrived over the last few weeks and 
that a third shipment was expected soon. 


The French weapons have been sent directly to Prince 
Sihanouk’s fighters operating from sanctuaries along the 
Thai-Cambodian border with the agreement of the Thai 
authorities, indicated the sources, who requested anonym- 


ity. 


No immediate comment was available from either the 
French Embassy in Bangkok or from Prince Sihanouk’s 
representatives here. 


The sources would not say how large the shipments were. 
but said the weapons were not powerful enough to 
significantly alter the military balance in Cambodia 
where a tripartite resistance coalition is fighting Viet- 
namese troops and their Phnom Penh allies. 


Observers said this indicated the shipments were a 
political gesture by France to demonstrate to Prince 
Sihanouk their continued support at a time when moves 
to find a negotiated settlement to the 10-year conflic 
have intensified. 
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France does not have diplomatic relations with the 
Phnom Penh government, which was installed by Viet- 
nam in January 1979 after they invaded the country to 
oust the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge who had been in 
power since April 1975. 


The French initiative comes amid reports in Bangkok 
that the United States is in the process of boosting its 
covert aid to the two non-communist factions of the 
tripartite resistance, which groups supporters of Prince 
Sihanouk and former Premier Son Sann with the Marxist 
Khmer Rouge. 


The reports suggest that other pro-Western countries, 
especially Singapore and Malaysia, have also been pro- 
viding aid to the resistance either in the form of material 


goods or training. 


Officially the two non-communist groups are only pro- 
vided with humanitarian aid by the United States and 
Western countries. 


Prince Sihanouk’s son, Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
recently travelled to Washington to ask the United States 
to provide m*'itary aid to the resistance. 


Both Hanoi and Phnom Penh attacked the visit saying 
military aid would only prolong the conflict. [passage 
omitted] 


PRC Greetings on DK Founding Anniversary 
BK 1604082989 (Clandestine) Voice of the 


National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Greetings Message From Their Excellencies Yang 
Shangkun and Li Peng to Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
and Their Excellencies Son Sann and Khieu Samphan”; 
dated 16 April] 


[Text] Respectfully to Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
president of Democratic Kampuchea; His Excellency 
Son Sann, prime minister of the Coalition Government 
of Democratic Kampuchea [CGDK]; and His Excellency 
Khieu Samphan, vice president of Democratic Kampu- 
chea in charge of foreign affairs: 


On the occasion of the 14th founding anniversary of 
Democratic Kampuchea, on behalf of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment and people and in our own names, we would 
like to extend warmest greetings to the samdech and your 
excellencies and, through you, to all Cambodian people. 


Over the past decade under the leadership of Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk, the people and patriotic forces of 
Cambodia, refusing to submit to the atrocious enemy 
and fighting valiantly in unity, have brought new victo- 
ries successively in their struggle against Vietnamese 
aggression. At the same time, they have maue constant 
efforts in seeking a correct and reasonable political 
solution to the Cambodian problem. Thanks to all these 
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activities, the people and patriotic forces of Cambcdia 
have won the broad sympathy and support of the world 
community. We are very glad about their victories. 


Our two countries—China and Cambodia—and the peo- 
ples of the two countries have had a long-standing 
traditional friendship. Our Chinese Government and 
people have unswervingly given our support and assis- 
tance to the Cambodian people’s correct struggle against 
foreign aggression and to defend Cambodia’s indepen- 
dence and sovereignty. 


Our Chinese Government and people also firmly sup- 
port Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s five-point peace 
plan concerning the political settlement of the Cambo- 
dian problem. So long as Vietnam does not really with- 
draw all its troops from Cambodia, we will continue to 
support, as ever before, the Cambodian people’s struggle 
against the Vietnamese aggression until they achieve 
final victory. 


Please accept our best regards. 


[Dated] Beijing, 16 April 1989 
[Signec] Yang Shangkun, president of the PRC 
Li Peng, premier of the State Council of the PRC 


Khieu Samphan, Son Sen Greet Sihanouk 
BK 1604084989 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Greetings Message From Their Excellencies Khieu 
Samphan and Son Sen to Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
Leader of the Cambodian National Resistance Move- 
ment and President of Democratic Kampuchea on the 
Occasion of Traditional New Year. dated 12 April] 


[Text] Esteemed samdech: 


On the occasion of our national traditional New Year, 
we and the entire people would like to extend best wishes 
to samdech. May you enjoy perfect health and maintain 
the leadership of the Cambodian national resistance 
movement and presidency of Democratic Kampuchea 
until our beloved motherland achieves 100 percent inde- 
pendence. 


We would like also to extend best wishes to neak 
moniang [title for Sihanouk’s wife]. 


Please accept our warmest and most respectful saluta- 
tions. 


[Signed] 12 April 1989 

[Signed] Khieu Samphan, vice president of Democratic 
Kampuchea in charge of foreign affairs 

Son Sen, minister attached to the Coordinating Commit- 
tee for National Defense and commander in chief of the 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea 
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Son Sann "essage on Traditional New Year 
BK 1504563789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 13 Apr 89 


(“Message from His Excellency Son Sann, prime minis- 
ter of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampu- 
chea (CGDK) and president of the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF), to the Cambodian 
people on the new Year of the Snake, 2533 Buddhist Era. 
read by (leng Moly), general secretary of KPNLF Exec- 
utive Committee”; dated 13 April] 


[Text] Greetings to the respected clergy and to all 
beloved compatriots: 


Every year on 13 April our nation celebrates the new 
year in accordance with national traditions. However. 
for the past nearly two decades we have marked this 
event with tears and suffering due to family separation 
and insecurity and famine and starvation resulting from 
both the genocidal regime and Vietnam's war of aggres- 
sion. 


While our nation is going through this painful misery. we 
should consider these events as lessons from which we 
should learn to restore sovereignty, independence, soli- 
darity, and national unity to our nation. The path we 
have been following is full of obstacles and many kinds 
of dangers. However, through our efforts and persever- 
ance and the unreserved support of the peace- and 
justice-loving international community, we are getting 
closer to our goal. The Cambodian people are close to 
achieving peace and being reunited with their families 
and relatives. 


Recently Vietnamese leaders solemnly declared that they 
would withdraw all Vietnamese troops from Cambodia 
before 30 September 1989. However, if the Vietnamese 
leaders are sincere in finding peace for Southeast Asia, 
they should not be afraid of asking the United Nations to 
supervise this troop pullout and to take measures to 
prevent a civil war in Cambodia. Vietnam's refusal to 
allow the United Nations to play an important role in 
finding a peaceful! solution is another sign showing that 
Vietnam is still tricky in the genuine search for a political 
solution to the Cambodian-Vietnamese conflict. But | 
am still confident that although Vietnam is carrying out 
maneuvers to avoid its responsibility toward Cambodia, 
it cannot continue doing so for long. The international 
Situation is Currently developing most favorably for the 
Cambodian people and nation. Superpowers such as the 
United States, the Soviet Union, the [People’s] Republic 
of China, and ASEAN have contributed to finding a 
solution to build peace in Cambodia and in Southeast 
Asia. They all think that there should be a political and 
peaceful solution to the Cambodian-Vietnamese con- 
flict. The summit meeting between Chinese and Soviet 
leader: in May will be a sacred contribution to this 
search or a solution. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


I pledge to do my best to end our people's suffering soon. 
All of us within the KPNLF ranks will make all kinds of 
sacrifices to build national solidarity and unity once all 
the Vietnamese troops are withdrawn from Cambodia 
under genuine international supervision. In this sense, 
we would like to appeal to Cambodian groups of every 
tendency to dare to sacrifice themselves, their groups, 
their parties, and their ideologies for the supreme inter- 
est of the entire Cambodian nation. Our Cambodian 
nation will survive only if we know how to preserve and 
protect our ancestors’ souls, namely, safeguard and pro- 
tect our traditions, customs, religion, language, art, and 
so on. Our nation can develop only when our people 
have freedom and their citizen’s rights recognized by 
State authorities in accordance with the universal decla- 
ration on human rights. We can build solidarity and 
unity on the basis of the above two principles. 


Finally, | would like to pray to the divinities of the New 
Year—who will be looking after the Cambodian land in 
this Year of the Snake—to bestow all the blessings to all 
strata of the Cambodian people and to the entire Cam- 
bodian nation and to spare them from suffering and 
separation. May they enjoy security, peace. and happi- 
ness and may they be reunited with their relatives and 
families in the near future. 


[Dated] 13 April 1989 
[Signed] Son Sann 


Democratic Kampuchea 14th Anniversary Noted 
BK 1704022489 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 16 Apr 8&9 


[Station editorial: “Celebrating Democratic Kampu- 
chea’s 14th Founding Anniversary With the Vigorous 
Spirit and Lofty Pride of the Cambodian Nation and 
Race, Firmly Convinced of the Victory of the Cambo- 
dian People’s National Liberation Struggie™] 


[Text] Today, 17 April 1989, marks the 14th founding 
anniversary of our Democratic Kampuchea. Today, cad- 
res, comrades in arms, and male and female combatants 
of our National Army of Democratic Kampuchea 
{[NADK], and our entire people put on their best clothes 
and joyously celebrate their national day with the lofty 
pride of their nation and race and with the firm convic- 
tion that their struggle will score final victory against the 
Vietnamese enemy aggressors. 


This 1s the 11th time that our nation and people have 
celebrated our national day and traditional New ‘ear in 
the burning fire of the resistance war against te Viet- 
namese enemy aggressors and race exterminators. More 
than 10 years ago the Hanoi Vietnamese, relying on their 
vast army and large arsenal of weapons and tanks 
provided by the Soviet international expansionists. sent 
divisions of their troops—250,000 soldiers—to inso- 
fently and most savagely attack and commit aggression 
against our Cambodia in an attempt to annex this small 
country accordance with their blitzkrieg strategy. 
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However, Hanoi's illusion was completely shattered. 
They failed to annex Cambodia in their blitzkmeg and 
now, more than |0 years later, they still cannot annex it. 
On the contrary, Vietnam is facing increasing problems 
both on the battlefield of aggression 1n Cambodia and in 
Vietnam itself. The Hanoi Vietnamese clique has no way 
of solving these problems which are only getting worse. 


Therefore, the struggle of our nation and people against 
the Vietnamese enemy aggressors has come a long way. It 
has reached a phase in which we already see the end and 
are moving toward terminating Vietnam's war of aggres- 
sion against our beloved motherland. This is a great and 
brilliant achievement resulting from the immense and 
lofty sacrifice of cadres, male and female combatants, 
the three nationalist resistance forces, and our entire 
Cambodian people in and outside the country in the 
common struggle in the past 10 years with the support 
and assistance of all friends near and far the world over. 
However, despite facing problems and difficulties, the 
Hanoi Vietnamese aggressors have not yet given up 
Cambodia; they continue to carry oul many more per- 
fidious maneuvers to achieve the objectives of their 
aggression in Cambodia. 


Vietnam's 5 April announcement was not an act of good 
will to withdraw Vietnamese aggressor troops from Cam- 
bodia, but an attempt to lessen the international com- 
munity’s pressure, to alleviate Vietnam's problems, and 
then to continue occupying Cambodia ‘-rever through 
hundreds of thousand of Vietnamese trons hidden in 
Cambodia and Vietnamese soldiers disguisec as Cambo- 
dian troops and as Cambodian people. These are 
deployed in villages, communes. districts, and provinces 
throughout Cambodia. 


Therefore. the three nationalist resistance forces and the 
entire Cambodian people in and outside the country 
should continue to unite and struggle more actively and 
more vigorously against the Vietnamese aggressors in 
every field, militarily, politically, and diplomatically, to 
quickly achieve a political solution to the Cambodian 
problem in accordance with Samdech Norodom Siha- 
nouk’s five-point peace plan with Vietnam genuinely 
and unconditionally withdrawing all its troops from 
Cambodia under proper and effective supervision of the 
UN International Control Commission. 


On the 14th founding anniversary of Democratic Kam- 
puchea and our traditional New Year, all of us bow 
sincerely, humbly, and with sorrow to the souls of 
NADK cadres and male and female combatants and of 
our people who have sacrificed their precious lives for 
the cause of liberating our Cambodian nation and race. 
May their souls rest in peace forever. 


Long live the great unity fighting the Vietnamese aggres- 
sors! 


Long live Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s five-point 
peace proposal! 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Reconsideration of SRV UN Membership Urged 
BK 1804013289 (Clandestine) Voice of the 

National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Station editorial: “The Hanoi Vietnamese Act of 
Aggression To Occupy Cambodia Violates the Principles 
of the UN Charter and the Nonaligned Movement” ] 


[Text] The Hanoi Vietnamese have been carrying out all 
kinds of deceitful maneuvers to exonerate their act of 
aggression in Cambodia so that they can continue to 
occupy the country. Recently the Hanoi Vietnamese 
leaders shamelessly declared that Vietnam's aggression 
in Cambodia was an act in conformity with the princi- 
ples of the UN Charter and the Nonaligned Movement. 
This statement is in complete contrast to the true nature 
of their activities. The Vietnamese aggression and occu- 
pation are absolutely clear and biatant and yet they still 
say that they acted in conformity with the principles of 
the UN Charter and the Nonaligned Movement. 


The truth is that the major aims and principles of the UN 
Charter are as follows: 


1. Unite to eliminate acts of aggression. 

2. All member countries of the United Nations should 
pledge that they will not use force to violate the territo- 
rial integrity or independence of any state. 


The major Nonaligned Movement’s principles are: 
mutual respect, noninterference in each other's internal 
affairs, and nonaggression against each other. 


The world still remembers that at the end of 1978, the 
Hanoi Vietnamese, who are members of the United 
Nations and the Nonaligned Movement, sent hundreds 
of thousands of troops to commit aggression against and 
brutally occupy Cambodia, which became a member of 
the United Nations and the Nonaligned Movement even 
before Vietnam. 


Are these blatant acts of the Hanoi Vietnamese not in 
violation of the principles of the UN Charter and the 
Nonaligned Movement? At the annual UN General 
Assemb!,, Nonaligned Movement member countries 
have denounced the Hanoi Vietnar ese act of aggression 
in Cambodia with an overwhelming majority of voices. 
Therefore, should Vietnam remain a member of the 
United Nations and the Nonaligned Movement? Let 
mankind's conscience be the judge on this. 


Recent Activities in Battambang Reported 

BK 1504035989 (Clandestine) Voice of the 

National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2330 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] Between 10 and 12 April the Vietnamese enemy 
gathered a number of troops, backed by eight tanks and all 
types of artillery pieces, to try to oppose us on the Pailin 
battlefield and divided their forces into four prongs. The 
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first prong moved from Pailin toward Phnum Beng; the 
second from Pailin and the coffee plantation toward 
Phnum Paot; the third from Pailin, Toek Thla, and Dei 
Kraham toward Sala Krau; and the fourth from Kompong 
Ley and Sre Anteak toward Sala Krau. 


After a 3-day battle two Vietnamese prongs were 
smashed. We killed 107 Vietnamese enemy soldiers on 
the spot and wounded many others. We destroyed a 
quantity of war materiel and seized an assortment of 81 
weapons, including 4 60-mm mortars, |! B-40’s and 
B-41’s, 59 AK’s, 4 telephones, and some war materiel. 


On 9 April our commandos attacked and destroyed a 
Vietnamese artillery position and a company position at 
Ta Pon in Sisophon District [Battambang Province]. 
After a 15-minute battle we killed 11 and wounded 16 
Vietnamese enemy soldiers, including a battalion com- 
mander, and destroyed 12 B-40’s and B-41’s, an AK, 2 
pistols, 2 warehouses full of ammunition, a warehouse 
and medicine stock, a C-105 field radio, 2 telephones, 
and a quantity of other war materiel. We seized 2 
122-mm guns, a 120-mm, an 80-mm and a 60-mm 
mortar, 25 AK’s, 12 B-40’s and B-41’s, an RPD, a pistol, 
and some ammunition and war materiel. 


In sum, we killed or wounded 134 Vietnamese enemy 
soldiers. We ambushed Vietnamese troops at one place, 
attacked a Vietnamese artillery position and a company 
position; destroyed 15 weapons, 2 telephones, a C-105 
field radio, 2 ammunition warehouses, a warehouse and 
medicine stock, and some war materiel; seized 125 
assorted weapons, including 2 122-mm and a 120-mm 
guns, various types of ammunitions, and a quantity of 
war materiel. 


Indonesia 


Suharto To Visit Soviet Union in June 
BK 1804084589 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text! Indonesian President Suharto will make a state 
visit to the Soviet Union in June. It will be his first visit 
to the country since assuming office 23 years ago. 


The visit was announced in a statement issued by the 
chairman of the Parliamentary Commission on Defense 
and Foreign Affairs, Imron Rosyadi, and presidential 
adviser Ruslan Abdul Gani. They said the trip was a 
long-awaited one and would be greatly beneficial. 


Foreigi: Minister Ali Alatas, however, said the date for 
the »roposed visit had not been finalized yet. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Businessmen To View Trade Prospects in China 
BK 1704134089 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
1238 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 17 (OQANA-ANTARA)—The China 
Committee of the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KADIN) will send a 20-member trade 
delegation led by H. Budiharjo Sastrohadiwiryo to the 
People’s Republic of China for a nine-day visit, it was 
learnt here Monday. 


While in China, the delegation, consisting of prominent 
Indonesian businessmen, including Rusmin Nuryadin, 
the former minister of communications, will visit vari- 
ous industrial and trade centres, such as Hangzhou, 
Shanghai, and Beijing, Budiharjo told ANTARA. 


In the three cities, he went on, the Indonesian business- 
men will explore the possibility of increasing trade flow 
between Indonesia and China in line with recent eco- 
nomic developments in Beijing, he said. The Indonesian 
businessmen will hold discussions with their Chinese 
counterparts on efforts to step up trade relations between 
the two countries. 


In addition, the delegation will also make preparations 
for Inconesian participation in the Beijing fair scheduled 
for next July, he added. 


Concerning trade promotion in China, Budiharjo said 
that the delegation will offer various Indonesian prod- 
ucts, such as prefabricated wooden houses, shoes, parti- 
cle board, medicines, sawn timber, leather products, 
plastic goods, and household utensils. 


Meanwhile, Mustofa, secretary of the China Committee 
of KADIN, said that the main obstacle to trade relations 
between Indonesia and China is the absence of regular 
shipping lines between the two nations. Moreover, he 
added, the Chinese Government has barred the assign- 
ment in mainland China of a Swiss-based surveyor 
agency SGS [Signode Corp] hired by the Indonesian 
Government. 


Indonesia and China signed a memorandum of under- 
standing (MOU) on direct trade between the two coun- 
tries on July 5, 1985. The memorandum of understand- 
ing was signed in Singapore by representatives of 
KADIN and the Chinese Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade (CCPIT). 


Ferroconcrete Traded for Oil With Iraq 
BK1504124089 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] This year, Indonesia has received three out of 
seven scheduled shipments of oil from Iraq. Junior 
Minister of Trade Sudrajat Jiwandono disclosed this in 
Jakarta today when he sent off the first shipment of 
ferroconcrete to Iraq. 
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The Indonesian and Iraqi Governments signed a mem- 
orandum of understanding for bilateral countertrade on 
11 October last year, in which Indonesia was to buy oil 
from Iraq, which in turn would purchase Indonesian 
commodities. 


Local Fishing Industry Provides 20 Percent 
BK 1404114889 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
6 Apr 89 pp 1, 8 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, KOMPAS—lIndonesia reaps only 20 
percent of fish available in the country’s exclusive eco- 
nomic zone (EEZ). The remaining 80 percent is taken by 
foreign fishing companies which have obtained fishing 
permits from the government. This was disclosed by 
Director General of Fishery R. Suprapto at a news 
conference at the Muara Baru Ocean Fishing Port tn 
Jakarta on Wednesday [5 April] 


Speaking on the same occasion, Director General of 
Basic Machinery and Metal Industries Suparno 
Prawiroadirejo said that domestic shipyards have the 
ability to produce fishing trawlers but they are faced with 
heavy financial constraints. Ideally, the country’s fishing 
fleet should be able to replace the foreign-owned ships so 
the fish harvested at the EEZ can become national 
revenue. However, the current problem lies in the delay 
of the production of trawlers. The problem of funds 
shortage can actually be solved by using part of the fee 
[preceding word in English] collected from foreign fish- 
ing companies. After the fee-collection system was intro- 
duced 2 years ago, there are now about 800 foreign 
trawlers operating in the EEZ and they have paid nearly 
$20 million for the license. [passage omitted] 


New Regional Military Commander Installed 
BK 1504043489 Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
in Indonesian 30 Mar 89 p 1 


[Summary] Army Chief of Staff General Edi Sudrajat 
installed Brigadier General Suardi as new commander of 
the Sriwijaya Second Regional Military Command, 
replacing Major General Sunardi, at a ceremony in 
Palembang on 30 March. 


Student Protest Ban Remains in Effect 
BK1504085589 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST 
in English 11 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta (JP)}—Indonesian Armed Forces Informa- 
tion Center (Puspen ABRI) announced yesterday that a 
1970 ban on student protest rallies still holds despite 
Armed Forces Commander General Tri Sutrisno’s Sat- 
urday [8 April] remark that “mature” and “healthy” 
protest actions would be permitted. 


Tri Sutrisno told reporters in Jakarta Saturday he wel- 
comes student protest rallies—which he described as the 
reflection of ‘““dynamism in a stable country —as long as 
they do not disturb public order. 
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But Puspen ABRI said in a statement yesterday that a 
1970 ban on demonstrations—issued by then com- 
mander of the now defunct Kopkamtib [Security and 
Order Restoration Operational Command] security 
agency Gen. Sumitro—is still effective. 


The Puspen ABRI statement, signed by its chief Brig 
Gen Nurhadi, said: 


—University students...are not prohibited from launch- 
ing protests... as long as such actions do not violate or 
go against the norms, system and regulations that still 
prevail. 


—Any action to describe sentiments, sympathy, con- 
cerns, solidarity, disappointment, confused feelings 
etc...would not be forbidden if it were done according 
to the norms, system and regulations. 


—Demonstrations or protest rallies...are clearly unac- 
ceptable. 


They are included in actions which are banned through 
an announcement by the commander of the Kopkamtib 
on Jan 22, 1970. 


Indonesian university students have launched a series of 
peaceful protest actions over a number of social prob- 
lems including a dispute over the Kedung Ombo dam in 
Central Java in which villagers have vainly demanded 
higher compensation money for their land taken over for 
the dam project. 


In a related development yesterday, House Speaker 
Kharis Suhud cautioned against “activities aimed at 
driving a wedge between the Armed Forces and people 
On university campuses.” 


“I observe that this movement is being directed at that. 
It is possible that they (students) are being used by third 
parties or they may have acted on their own behalf. 


““A common understanding is needed to counter such 
efforts,” he said. 


But Suryadi, chairman of the Indonesian Democratic 
party (PDI), stated that recent student protest actions 
have been caused by the inability of the House of 
Representatives (DPR) to effectively deal with various 
public complaints, ANTARA News Agency reported. 


“The DPR has often voiced the people’s aspiration but 
solutions (to public complaints) are late in coming or 
perhaps will never, ever come,” Suryadi said. 


He explained that under the current political system, it is 
“really impossible” for the DPR to find solutions to 
problems it has been presented with. 


“We are often late in solving problems because we are 
bound to abide by certain rules...,” Suryadi stated. 
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He said political parties ‘are also still weak’’ because of 
“the very strong position of the executive branch of 
government.” 


In a separate development, yesterday, Education and 
Culture Minister Fuad Hassan told reporters in Jakarta 
that he did not view recent student protest actions as 
being very extraordinary, “meaning these phenomena 
are understandable,” he said. 


“I do not think that any citizen has been deprived of his 
freedom of expression,” Fuad said after meeting with 
President Suharto. 


Coordinating Minister for Political and Security Affairs 
Adm (ret) Sudomo has asked university rectors to 
‘isolate’ students who allegedly incited further prob- 
lems over the Kedung Ombo dispute. But Fuad Hassan 
said yesterday he did not understand the meaning of the 
word “to isolate” as proposed by Sudomo. 


Fuad said: “There are enough ears...open to what stu- 
dents have expressed.”’ He added that universities do not 
recognize the word “‘to isolate.” 


But he said anybody wanting to make proposals should 
“come forward on his own feet. Do not ride on others’ 
backs.” 


According to Fuad, “there has never been a prohibition 
on students holding dialogues with any!ody.”” 


He stressed, however, that “academic matters should not 
become mixed up with non-academic activies.” 


Students Hold Rally 
BK 1804093689 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0910 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 18 (OANA-ANTARA)}—About 
1,000 students from various higher-learning institutions 
Tuesday afternoon gathered at the IKIP Jakarta Teach- 
er’s College to declare that they are anti-violence. 


They rallied around a podium beginning from 1300 
hours. ‘ 


Rector of IKIP Jakarta Cony Semiawan was among the 
students watching over the course of the events. 


The students yelled “Long live Indonesian students” and 
“We are anti-violence”. They also sang patriotic songs. 


The gathering was organized by the Forum Komunikasi 
{Communication Forum] of the IKIP Jakarta. 
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Laos 


Food Shortage Due to Late Rains, Poor Harvest 
BK 1504022989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] More than 700,000 people in the southern rice- 
bowl provinces of Laos face severe food shortages 
because of late rains and a poor harvest. 


World Food Programme operations director Jane Blax- 
land, after touring the provinces of Champassak, Savan- 
nakhet and Khammouane, told REUTER her organisa- 
tion was contributing 5,000 tonnes of rice to ease an 
expected shortfall of 62,000 tonnes. 


Blaxland said the area, which usually produces about 40 
percent of the country’s output of 1.5 million tonnes, has 
harvested less than one third of this season’s crop. 


“I was driving through Savannakhet and you see the 
stalks there and it’s just devastating,” she said. 


Officials of the impoverished country have said food 
stocks would last only up to July but price rises of as 
much as 500 percent were already sending many people 
from their villages in search of food. 


The landlocked country, with a population of less than 
four million, was also hit by drought in its southern 
provinces last year. 


PASASON Marks Traditional New Year 
BK1804050089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 16 Apr 89 


[PASASON 15 April editorial: ““March Into the New 
Year, Year of the Snake of 2532 Buddhist Era, With a 
New, Firm Tempo”’] 


[Text] The Year of the Great Snake of the 2531 Buddhist 
era has passed. It was another year of achievements in 
fulfilling our tasks and one in which many significant 
events in the present cause of our country occurred. 
While we have scored many achievements, there are also 
some shortcomings and remaining problems that must 
be corrected and settled in the new year. 


In the past year, various movements have developed in 
depth. In the national defense and public security field, 
the country has been securely defended, a situation of 
tranquillity has been maintained in the entire society, 
and all schemes of the enemies to effect a peaceful 
change have been defeated. The quality of our national 
defense and public security forces has also been raised to 
a higher level while the line for our entire people’s 
national defense and public security work has been 
increasingly promoted and expanded. 
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In the economic construction field, new steps of devel- 
opment have been achieved. The old line of thinking and 
the old mechanism have been replaced. The five eco- 
nomic sectors have been wisely and creatively utilized 
and economic life has been developed in accordance 
with the rules of supply and demand and with the 
principles of marketing mechanism in which the goods- 
money relations have been implemented step by step. 
Production and the circulation of goods and money have 
as a result, been carried out even more vitally than in 
previous years. Siate, collective, and private production 
has developed in depth, improving both in quality and 
quantity, as a result of which an increasing volume and 
variety of goods have been produced. The circulation of 
goods and the trade relations between towns and rural 
areas have been also promoted. This means that the 
production of goods by the people in the countryside has 
been increased and that the people can sell their products 
and buy consumer goods as they wish through the use of 
currency. As a result, the living conditions of the multi- 
ethnic people have been improved still further. 


In the educational, cultural, sports, public health, social 
welfare, and information fields work has also been 
consolidated and new changes have been made. For 
example, the organizational apparatuses have been sim- 
plified, the educational strategy for the period from now 
to the year 2000 has been adopted, and the curricula of 
various branches have been improved even more appro- 
priately. In addition, attention has been paid to improv- 
ing, both in terms of quality and quantity, the technical, 
cultural, and information services, such as libraries, art 
and literature units, museums, radios, newspapers, and 
television. The number of amateur art troupes has 
increased by 33 compared with the previous year. 


These achievements and victories have resulted from the 
intelligence of our entire party, army, and people under 
the beacon of the resolution of the fourth party congress, 
the resolution which has been put into concrete practice 
through subsequent resolutions adopted by the party 
Central Committee and various instructions of the 
Council of Ministers. All these resolutions and instruc- 
tions have brought about favorable conditions for the 
socioeconomic construction to suit the new situation in 
our country and the changes in the international situa- 
tion in the new stage. 


Along with the aforesaid achievements and victories, we 
still have some shortcomings and remaining problems 
that we must settle promptly. In cultivation, particularly 
the main rice crop, we have fulfilled only 60 percent of 
the plan due to drought and difficulties caused by 
inefficient irrigation system. For example, irrigation 
equipment has not been efficiently put into use, some 
has been damaged and not been repaired, and some 
projects have not been integratedly built—reservoirs 
have been set up, but no canals have been built to release 
the water to ricefields. Livestock breeding has also been 
affected because vaccinations have not been provided 
and, due to the failure in managing domestic animals 
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and the inefficiency in moving domestic animals 
afflicted with contagious diseases, a large numbers of 
domestic animals have died. In the forestry field, many 
provinces have failed to concretize the party’s orienta- 
tions for positive implementation. As a result, not many 
successes have been achieved in this field of work. In the 
industrial and handicrafts field, many enterprises in the 
center and localities have failed to fulfill their produc- 
tion plans. Among the prime causes are a shortage of 
capital for circulation in implementing the adopted 
plans and the limited amount of loans granted by the 
banks which cannot sufficiently serve the requirements 
of the enterprises. 


In the communications, transport, posts, and construc- 
tion fields, there still remain many weak points and 
problems. For example, in road construction, concentra- 
tion is mostly put on building new roads while a number 
of existing roads have been left unattended and thus 
damaged. Besides, the construction of roads and bridges 
has not been appropriately coordinated with the man- 
agement and use service. For example, after the comple- 
tion of the construction, no traffic signs or signs giving 
information about load capabilities of the roads and 
bridges have been planted in accordance with regula- 
tions. As a result, accidents have often occurred. There is 
also a delay in expanding the postal network into the 
countryside, and the repairing of the telephone system 
has not been thoroughly carried out. In construction, 
insufficient funds have been used and the review of the 
achievements in implementing construction projects has 
been unclear and often delayed. The management and 
control of construction expenses and budgets have also 
not been carried out in a strict manner. Asa result, funds 
have been used for other purposes. No quality standards 
have been guaranteed in building certain projects, as a 
result of which the projects do not last as long as they 
should. 


In the trade field, though trade work has been consoli- 
dated and expanded, there remain some weak points and 
remaining problems. For example, the management of 
business activities has not been efficiently carried out. A 
large number of those who operate trading businesses 
have failed to register. The falsification of goods and the 
practice of evading taxes by businessmen are wide- 
spread. In certain places, there are too many export- 
import units of joint and collective ventures. As a result, 
no close guidance has been exerted in those units. In 
addition, there have been no concrete plans adopted for 
activities in this field, resulting in no calculation or 
supervision of ‘he balance and the proportion of imports 
and exports. 


There also remain many weak points and remaining 
problems in the implementation of the new economic 
management mechanism. The main cause is a superficial 
understanding of only certain points in the new line of 
thinking. this has resulted in effecting changes in an 
incompetent and incomplete manner. In implementing 
the new mechanism, failures are also apparent in clearly 
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separating the roles and responsibilities in state manage- 
ment from those in business management. Besides, the 
administrations at certain levels and a number of respon- 
sible cadres have failed to profoundly understand the 
roles, responsibilities, and duties of the administrative 
Organizations. There have been also many shortcomings 
in carrying out work in the cultural and social field. 


In national defense and public security there also have 
been some weak points that need more attention. For 
example, the task of educating and training cadres, party 
members, armed forces, public security forces, and mul- 
tiethnic people has not been done in a continual and 
timely manner. As a result, their revolutionary vigilance 
remains at a low level. 


The old year—the Year of the Great Snake—was a year 
in which we scored basic, significant achievements and 
victories in many fields. The weak points and remaining 
problems of the old year will serve as precious lessons 
that will remind all of us to further heighten the spirit of 
responsibility and continue to make greater efforts in 
Carrying Out all tasks so as to score ever greater achieve- 
ments in the new year. Tomorrow we will enter the new 
year—the Year of the Snake of the 2532 Buddhist era. 
To make the new year another year of greater, more 
significant, and more fundamental achievements and 
victories, Our entire party, army, and multiethnic people 
must take initiatives and compete in implementing new 
factors in accordance wiih our party’s movement of 
effecting a new change, consolidate and enhance the 
solidarity among the entire people to serve as our vigor- 
ous Overall strength, make new determination to march 
forward in the new year with a new and firm tempo with 
a view to bringing into full play the fifth, the sixth, and 
the seventh resolutions of the party central committee 
and other resolutions as well as various instructions, 
rules, and regulations of the council of ministers. Let us 
also concentrate on translating into reality various objec- 
tives and basic measures on socioeconomic development 
for 1989 to score great achievements to welcome the 
forthcoming 14th anniversary of the 2 December 
national day. 


Editorial on Implementation of Land Regulation 
BK1704144589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[PASASON editorial: “Organize Strict Implementation 
of Provisional Regulation on Management and Use of 
Agricultural Land Issued by the Council of Ministers’ — 
date not given] 


[Text] The Council of Ministers recently issued a provi- 
sional regulation on the management and use of agricul- 
tural land in our country, saying that land is an excellent 
national resource, that it is both an important means for 
and target of agricultural production. 
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Since our country’s liberation we have not yet carried 
out any land reforms due to certain specific develop- 
ments. In the past several years numerous negative 
events have evolved. For example, it has been discov- 
ered that some people have put claims for use on land 
without clearing it or carrying Out production on it and 
left it idle while other people do not even have enough 
land for production. The inappropriate use of agricul- 
tural land is also prevalent. For example, some ricefields 
have been filled with dirt for building shelters or used for 
hiding or keeping logs. The selling of land is also wide- 
spread, thus running against the principle that stipulates 
that all types of land, including agricultural land, are 
property of the entire national community represented 
by the state. The state is the administrator of the 
management of land and grants the right of prolonged 
use of that land to citizens. Such negative occurrences 
have caused not only confusion in the management and 
use of land but also adverse effects to production in the 
agricultural field which is the most important and largest 
economic sector in our national economy. 


Even though the provisional regulation is legally incom- 
plete, it functions as the basis for enacting a law for use 
in the immediate future so as to resolve certain problems 
with regard to the use of agricultural land, including the 
ambiguous rights on land use by individual farmers, 
agricultural cooperatives, and state economic sectors; 
the inappropriate and ineffective use of land; and the 
imbalance between labor and land in each village, each 
area, and each family. 


Because of the utmost importance of this provisional 
regulation, it is necessary that we organize highly effec- 
tive implementation of it. To achieve this goal, first we 
must reach unanimous views and unification. We must 
strictly abide by the overall and specific principles and 
attentively implement them with a high sens ©! respon- 
sibility. We must realize that this is a new tis’ > us, 
aimed at facilitating the earning of the living through 
crop cultivation by all farmers. 


Therefore, the administrative committees at all levels 
must pay attention to profoundly studying and appreci- 
ating the contents of this regulation and publicizing them 
among the masses both in depth and breadth so that the 
people will thoroughly understand them both in their 
thinking and deeds. We must adopt correct views and 
understand objective conditions in implementing this 
regulation so as to meet the objective which is clearly 
spelled out as follows: to modify the management and 
use of agricultural land to suit with the current reality 
and to correctly divide land among farmers through 
various forms and methods, including land which has 
already been cleared. The most important thing is to do 
anything to allow every farmer to have land for cultiva- 
tion in an effective manner so that they will be able to 
turn out more and more agricultural products into goods 
to serve society. 
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Mountainous Region Development Meeting Held 


Khamtai Siphandon Speaks to Cadres 
BK 1304061189 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[Text] Recently Comrade General Khamtai Siphandon, 
member of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party Cen- 
tral Committee Political Bureau, vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, and minister of national defense, 
visited and talked with cadres and soldiers together with 
representatives of three provinces—Xieng Khouang, 
Bolikhamsai, and Khammouane—and representatives 
of five districts in Bolikhamsai Province, who were 
engaging in setting up mountainous establishments in 
various localities. 


On this occasion Comrade Gen Khamtai Siphandon, 
first of all, praised and hailed the cadres and soldiers for 
their achievements in many fields in building founda- 
tions over the past year, achievements which have 
brought about basic tranquillity in the economic and 
cultural field as well as in the national defense and public 
security work in mountainous areas. In conclusion, he 
called on the cadres and soldiers engaging in foundation 
construction work to profoundly understand the party 
Central Committee Political Bureau’s 51st Resolution 
on turning to the grassroots and consolidating the pop- 
ular democratic system by basing on the economic and 
agricultural structure so as to use the agricultural battle- 
field as the basis to vigorously step up, simultaneously, 
both educational and cultural work, and firmly combine 
economic work with the national defense task. 


Gen Khamtai Siphandon then called on everyone to 
promote and expand the popular democratic system, 
bring into full play the contents and spirit of the party 
Central Committee’s seventh resolution in all sectors of 
work, and profoundly understand and firmly grasp the 
four directions and six projects as put forth by the Party 
Central Committee, such as, for example, the state and 
people work together, the center and locality build 
together, begin from a smaller one to a bigger one, from 
an easier one to a more difficult one, and from a 
backward one to a modern one. All these must be done 
step by step and in an efficient manner to guarantee good 
results 


Reports Delivered 
BK 1304141789 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[Feature article: “Meeting To Review Lessons on Moun- 
tainous Foundation Construction Work Opened and 
Closed With Glorious Success”’] 


[Text] Dear listeners: Mountainous region foundation 
construction work was aimed at building and turning 
mountainous regions into firm, fertile, and prosperous 
strongholds, strong in national defense, and politically, 
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ideologically, socially, and culturally firm. On the morn- 
ing of 7 April a meeting was held to revi. w lessons of the 
rear-line mountainous region construction work. Attend- 
ing the meeting, besides representatives of party organi- 
zations of Xieng Khouang, Bolikhamsai, and Khamm- 
ouane Provinces and the five districts in Bolikhamsai 
Province as well as mountainous region development 
cadres, were Comrade Sisomphon Lovansai, member of 
the party Central Committee Political Bureau and acting 
chairman of the Supreme People’s Council; Comrade 
Major General Nakhon Sisounon, member of the party 
Central Committee, deputy minister of national defense, 
and chief the General Logistics Department; Comrade 
Brigade General Thonglai Kommasit, member of the 
party Central Committee, first deputy chief of the Army 
General Political Department; and Comrade Brigade 
General Cheng Sai-gnavong, chief of the Mountainous 
Region Development Company. 


The National Defense Ministry assigned Comrade Bri- 
gade General Thonglai Kommasit to briefly report to the 
meeting on the internal and external situation in 1988, 
especially the present changing world situation and 
developments in Southeast Asia which are favorable to 
the development of popular democracy. He cited 
achievements in foundation construction and defending 
the country and public security which were registered in 
1988. 


Comrade Major General Nakhon Sisounon, head of the 
mountainous foundation construction work guiding 
board, then reported to the meeting in detail on the 
development of rear-line mountainous regions for the 
1988-89 period. He highlighted past achievements and 
obstacles to the foundation construction work, in partic- 
ular the tasks of defending the country, peace, and order 
in villages and cantons of Khamkeut, Phonthong, and 
Gnommalat Districts. He explained to the meeting the 
four-point guidance and six projects laid down by the 
party Central Committee which were aimed primarily at 
promoting cultivation and animal husbandry, planting 
trees, and cooperatives in mountainous regions under 
the army’s responsibility. 


The meeting then heard Brigade General Cheng Sai- 
gnavong’s report on the direction of economic work of 
the Mounttainous Region Development Company and its 
undertakings relating to the transportation of import and 
exports in the past year as well as lessons drawn from the 
company’s trade relations with socialist and Western 
countries. 


To draw lessons and apply them with prevailing realities, 
cadres at the meeting discussed related issues in details 
and presented plans and directions of foundation con- 
struction work to be carried out in their respective areas 
in years to come. 


In his address to the meeting Comrade Sisomphon 
Lovansai urged foundation construction cadres to com- 
prehend the direction of the mountainous region devel- 
opment as laid down by the party Central Committee 
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and implement the contents of the four-point guidance 
and six projects assigned by the party Central Committee 
to turn the mountainous regions into rear-line strategic 
zones for national defense, politically and ideologically 
firm, and economically, socially, and culturally rich. 


After 3 days of sitting the meeting was closed with 
success on the evening of 9 April. 


3-Day Meeting Closes 
BK1704101189 Vientiane KPL in English 0916 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 17 (KPL)}—A three-day confer- 
ence On mountainous development held by the Moun- 
tainous Development Company wound up in the central 
Bolikhamsai Province on April 9. 


The conference was attended by representatives of the 
party committees of the Provinces of Xieng Khouang, 
Bolikhamsai, and Khammouane and representatives of 
district administrations of Bolikhamsai. 


The participants were informed about the achievements, 
favorable conditions, and difficulties in the work of 
development of ethnic communities in mountainous 
areas, especially the national defence and security work 
in the Districts of Khamkeut, Phonthong, and Gnom- 
malat of Bolikhamsai. The participants learnt about the 
Orientations and programmes set by the LPRP CC [Lao 
People’s Revolutionary Party Central Committee], 
focusing on the development in livestock, afforestation 
and the expansion of the army-run cooperatives in 
mountainous areas. 


Reports on economic orientations of the company, ship- 
ping of goods and some experiences in trade ties with 
socialist and Western countries in the past years were 
presented. 


The conference also adopted future action plans and 
orientations. 


Sisomphon Lovansai, Politburo member of the LPRP 
CC, acting president of the People’s Supreme Assembly, 
also took part in the conference. 


Vietnamese Interior Minister Ends Visit 
BK1804111189 Vientiane KPL in English 0912 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane. April 18 (KPL)}—A delegation of the 
Ministry of Interior led by Mai Chi Tho, Politburo 
member of the Communist Party of Vietnam CC [Cen- 
tral Committee] and minister of interior, left Vientiane 
on April 15, concluding an official working visit to Laos. 


While here, Mai Chi Tho and his delegation paid cour- 
tesy visits to Phoumi Vongvichit, Politburo member of 
the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party [LPRP] Central 
Committee and acting president of the Republic, and 
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Nouhak Phoumsavan, Politburo member of the LPRP 
Central Committee and first vice-chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers of Laos. They also visited President 
Souphanouvong. 


The delegation held talks with a delegation of the Lao 
Ministry of Interior led by Minister Asang Laoli. The 
two sides reviewed their bilateral cooperation in the 
recent years, and pledged to do their best to further 
strengthen the militant solidarity, special friendship and 
comprehensive cooperation between the two peoples. 


Minister Mai Chi Tho and his party toured some prov- 
inces in northern and southern Laos and attended the 
traditional new year festival “Boun Pi Mai” in Luang 
Prabang. 


River Transport Cooperation With SRV Reviewed 
BK 1804103489 Vientiane KPL in English 0922 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 18 (KPL}—A meeting was held 
here recently to review Lao-Vietnamese river transport 
cooperation in the past ten years. 


Addressing the meeting, Mr Somvang Champadeng, Lao 
director of the River Transport Company, pointed out 
that in the past 10 years the company has built 11 cargo 
boats of 60-141 tons, four 65-70 tons tankers, and 6 
passenger boats capable of accommodating | 20-240 pas- 
sengers, two 80-120 tourist boats. A number of wooden 
boats were designed. 


Medals and congratulatory certificates were also con- 
ferred on outstanding Lao and Vietnamese personnel. 


Polish Envoy on View on Cambodian Commission 
BK 1804111689 Vientiane KPL in English 0908 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 18 (KPL}—A press conference 
on the result of the round-table meeting which was held 
in Warsaw, Polish capital, last week was organized here 
on April 12, 1989 by Mr Marian Fronczek, ambassador 
of the Polish People’s Republic. 


Mr Marian Fronczek pointed out that the participants to 
the meeting were from the coalition government, the 
opposition and the trade union. Thanks to the compro- 
mising policy and goodwill of the participants, for the 
benefits of Poland’s future, the meeting was crowned 
with success. 


The Polish ambassador further noted that the round- 
table meeting was in favour of the improvement of 
political stability and economy. 


The ambassador also talked about the Polish Govern- 
ment’s full support to the joint declaration issued on 
April 5, 1989 by the governments of the PR [People’s 
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Republic] of Kampuchea, the Lao PDR [People’s Dem- 
ocrat:c Republic] and the SR [Socialist Republic] of 
Vietnam regarding the total withdrawal of the Vietnam- 
ese volunteer forces from Kampuchea. The Polish Gov- 
ernment, in addition, agreed on the participation in the 
international control mechanism in contribution to the 
early settlement of Kampuchean problem. 


Polish Solidarity Delegation Arrives for Visit 
BK1804 102489 Vientiane KPL in English 0924 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 18 (KPL)}—A delegation of the 
Solidarity organization of the Polish People’s Republic 
led by Dr Gyula Suto, its vice-chairman, member of the 
Polish National Unity Front, paid a cordial visit to Laos 
on April 13-16 at the invitation of the Lao Committee 
for Peace, Solidarity and Friendship With Other 
Nations. 


During the visit, the Polish delegation was warmly 
welcomed by Mr Singkapo Sikhotchounnamali, presi- 
dent of the Lao Committee for Peace, Solidarity and 
Friendship With Other Nations. The two sides discussed 
the domestic situations under “perestroyka” period in 
their respective countries and evaluated positive evolu- 
tion of the situation in Southeast Asia. 


The issues relating to the cooperation plan between the 
two organizations were also raised. 


Memorandum on Australian Gratis Aid Signed 
BK1704114989 Vientiane KPL in English 0920 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 17 (QANA-KPL)}—A memoran- 
dum on gratis aid for the period 1989-92 amounting to 
30 million Australian dollars to Laos from the Australian 
Government was signed here on April 8, 1989. 


The memorandum stipulates that the fund will be used 
in the 17 existing Lao-Australian cooperation projects 
and in eight new agro-forestry projects of Laos. 


Mr Sompadit Volasan, deputy minister of trade and 
foreign economic relations, who signed the memoran- 
dum with Dr Robert Dun, general director of the Aus- 
tralian International Development Assistance Bureau, 
pointed out that an annual session of the Lao-Australian 
Cooperation Committee would take place each year to 
review the implementation of the projects and study 
possibilities of setting up new cooperation projects 
between the two countries. All these must be done on the 
basis of effectiveness and in accordance with the eco- 
nomic restructuring policy of Laos. 


The Australian delegation returned home on April 8, 
ending its five-day visit to Laos. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Philippines 


Military Chief Dismisses Threat Against Bases 
HK1704112789 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato de 
Villa shrugged off threats by Communist Party of the 
Philippines to bomb U.S. military bases and installations 
in the country should President Aquino continue to keep 
silent or fail to declare the goverment position on the 
status of the bases after 1991. 


De Villa said that he saw no change in communist 
Strategy or attitude since National Democratic Front 
[NDF] leader Satur Ocampo issued the threat. This was 
expected from the insurgents to attract the attention of 
the citizenry and to advance their revolutionary move- 
ment, De Villa added. 


{Begin recording in English] [De Villa] I do not see any 
change in their strategy and attitude. As I said, as a 
statement from the NDF we could even say that that is 
expected. 


[Reporter] Then, do you call it propaganda? 


[De Villa] Well, we think, let us just say that it ts 
something that they believe will advance their cause. 
[end recording} 


Bases Labor Deadlock May Trigger Strikes 
HK 1304042589 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
13 Apr 89 p 12 


[Text] Negotiations for a new collective bargaining 
agreement (CBA) between representatives of the more 
than 23,000 Filipino workers in U.S. facilities in the 
Philippines and the American panel ended in a deadlock 
yesterday. 


Roberto A. Flors, president of the Federation of Filipino 
Civilian Employes Associations in the U.S. facilities 
(FFCEA) and chief of the Philippine panel, said, “it is 
useless to continue the negotiations after the American 
panel told us that the wages and compensation issues are 
non-negotiable.” 


“I see no reason to negotiate further with the present 
American panel headed by U.S. Navy Capt. Jerry Mon- 
roe after he indicated that his panel has no authority to 
enter into agreements regarding the issue of wages and 
other fringe benefits even if such issues are already 
embodied in the existing CBA,” Flores said. 


Flores recalled that during the last CBA negotiations 
three years ago, the FFCEA was able to gain major 
benefits for the Filipino workers in compensation and 
other fringe benefits, including a P [peso] 350 quarterly 
rice allowance and early retirement plan. 
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Flores said the impasse in the current negotiations will 
now be elevated to the joint RP [Republic of the Philip- 
pines}-U.S. labor committee in accordance with the 
provisions of the present Base Labor Agreement (BLA). 


“If the RP-U.S. labor committee fails to resolve the 
impasse, the federation may be forced to go on a strike 
similar to the one in 1986 after the same committee 
failed to resolve a similar deadlock,”’ Flores said. 


The 1986 strike lasted 12 days during which operations 
in all U.S. military installations, including Subic Naval 
Base in Olongapo City, Clark Air Base in Angeles City, 
the U.S. Naval Communications Station in San Antonio, 
Zambales, the U.S. Air Force and Naval Communica- 
tions Station at Camp O’Donnel in Capas, Tarlac, the 
Wallace Air Station at Poro Point, La Union, the recre- 
ation facilities at Camp John Hay, Baguio City, and 
other minor U.S. military facilities were paralyzed. 


Aquino Considers U.S. Visit in Late 1989 
HK 1804100789 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] Here is Vic Pambuan of Mobile 13 reporting on 
the president’s invitation to visit the United States: 


[Begin recording] [Pambuan] A formal invitation to 
President Corazon Aquino to visit the U.S. has been 
extant for some time. This was clearly stated by the 
president in an interview at a weekly mini-news confer- 
ence in Malacanang. 


When asked whether she had received a formal invita- 
tion to visit the Unitec States and hold discussions with 
U.S congressmen on economic and development pro- 
gram issues, she said that Ambassador Nicholas Platt 
had relayed the American Government’s invitation 
some time ago but her trip to Europe had been already 
planned. However, she said she could go to the United 
States in the last quarter of this year. The president's 
reaction was prompted by Ambassador Platt’s failure to 
comment on her plan to visit the United States. [passage 
indistinct] 


[Aquino] Maybe he is waiting for me to raise the subject. 
Ambassador Platt first told me that the U.S. Govern- 
ment had invited me to visit the country. I told him that 
it would be difficult for me to visit before my trip to 
Europe because my visit to France and Germany has 
already been set for July. So, what I am saying is that I 
may visit the United States during the last quarter of this 
year, but this has yet to be discussed to determine a 
mutually agreeable date. 


[Pambuan] Meanwhile, when asked whether her trip to 
the United States was linked with the Philippine Aid 
Pian, she said that the U.S. presidential elections have 
just been concluded and that new officials rule’ now. 


[passage indistinct} 
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[Aquino] There is no connection since the administra- 
tion there is new but I would like to talk about our debt 
problems. [end recording] 


’ USSR Trip Reportedly Postponed 
HK 1504084589 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
15 Apr 89 p7 


[Text] The earliest that Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul S. 
Manglapus can gu to Moscow will be in September, a 
high-ranking foreign affairs official said yesterday. 


The source, who asked not to be identified, said the 
Soviet Embassy has notified the DFA [Department of 
Foreign Affairs] that June would not be convenient for 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze to meet 
with Manglapus as he has several commitments in 
Europe in that month. 


Manglapus also said he might attend the international 
conference on refugees in Geneva in June. 


The Soviets suggested Ju.y, but the official said Mangla- 
pus will be attending the ASEAN foreign minister’s 
meeting in Brunei July 4-8, and will accompany Presi- 
dent Aquino to West Germany and France July 11-15. 
August is also out because Soviet leaders will be on 
vacation. 


Manglapus’ Moscow visit was originally scheduled last 
week of April to pave the way for the President's state 
visit tentatively scheduled in August, but the President 
decided to postpone it for next year. 


Soviet Embassy Minister Alexandre Losyukov brushed 
off reports that the postponement of Manglapus visit is 
in retaliation for the cancellation of the President’s visit. 


Losyukov also confirmed reports that Ambassador Oleg 
M. Sokolov is in Moscow for a four-month vacation and 
medical check up. 


Makati Court Recalls Soviet Vessel to Manila 
HK 1404065389 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 14 Apr 89 p 8 


{By GLOBE staff writer Julius Fortuna] 


[Text] The Soviet fishing vessel driven out of Philippine 
waters by the government last Wednesday was ordered 
yesterday to return to Manila Bay by the Makati 
Regional Trial Court [RTC] in response to a petition by 
its Philippine representatives. 


Judge Zosimo Z. Angeles of Branch 58 of the Makati 
RTC also notified Commodore Pio Garrido of the 
Philippine Coast Guard of the decision to recall 
“Leninsky Luch,” a modern factory-at-ship, manned by 
123 Soviet crewmen and one Filipino national. The ship 
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was anchored at the Manila Bay at the back of the United 
States embassy for 24 hours but was disallowed to do 
business here by a Cabinet Committee. 


The Cabinet Committee, also known as Socialist Coun- 
tries Committee (SOCCOM), is chaired by Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Raul S. Manglapus with representatives 
from the Department of Trade, Philippine International 
Trading Corp. (PITC), NEDA, [National Economic and 
Development Authority] and the National Intelligence 
and Security Authority as members. 


7 
Oscar Fadri, president of the Eastern Fishery and Devel- 
opment Co. (EFDC), said that it will help the coast 
Guard in reaching the crewmen of the factory-at-ship, 
which was bound in Singapore. 


Judge Angeles said that since “irreparable injury would 
result to the petitioner (Eastern Fishery Co.) before the 
hearing,” it was necessary for the ship to remain where it 
was at the time of the petition (at the Manila Bay). 


The judge ruled that the restraining order would be 
effective for 20 days from April 13. The hearing on the 
main petition was scheduled for April 21. 


In a petition filed Wednesday, Fadri said that his com- 
pany had chartered “Leninsky Luch,” operated by 
Soviet Union’s Dalmore Product on the basis of an 
agreement with the Soviet Union last March 15 for joint 
venture to process and can fish in the Philippines. 


He said that the Philippine company shall buy fish from 
local companies, process them in the ship and sell them 
in the Philippines with Philippine label. 


Fadri said that the ship traveled to Manila under the 
subcharter of a Singaporean company and after inform- 
ing Philippine authorities of its coming. 


Senator Seeks Action on Soviet Timber Offer 
HK 1204092089 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 11 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Sen. Aquilino Pimentel asked Malacanang yester- 
day to act on a Soviet offer to provide timber to the 
Philippines in exchange for local commodities such as 
coconut oil. 


“There are already thousands upon thousands of logs 
that are already felled and are at the rivers of Viadivos- 
tok awaiting Philippine government action,” Pimentel 
told Palace reporters. 


He said he had discussed the matter with Executive 
Secretary Catalino Macaraig but “as usual, he is non- 
committal, of course, because he does not define policy.” 
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Controversy over Philippine forest followed a proposal 
in Congress to ban logging operations because it threat- 
ened to wipe out the country’s timber cover in the next 
11 years. 


The proponents of the logs ban said it would dry up the 
wood supply and dislocate thousands of workers who 
would be losing their jobs. 


Pimentel described the Soviet proposal as a ““good piece 
of info..nation to counter the propaganda against the 
total log ban that if we go into that, we would not have 
any wood substitute.” 


He said a formal agreement had been drawn up and only 
waits for Philippine government action, adding: “There 
will be hardly any dollar requirement because the Soviets 
are willing to engage in a commodity exchange.” 


Pimentel said the best commodity that the Philippines 
could offer in exchange for the log is coconut oil which is 
slowly being rejected by the U.S. market. 


“So I think this is a good way out both for our coconut oil 
and for our wood industry in the Philippines in the event 
that we implement a total log ban.” 


Pimentel said Vladivostok, which is on the southern tip 
of the Russian landmass, is on the Asian part of the 
Soviet Union and is near the Philippines. 


orld Bank Endorses $300 Million Loan Request 
HK1204094789 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 12 Apr 89 p 25 


[By Ernesto Tolentino] 


[Text] The World Bank (WB) management has report- 
edly endorsed the Philippine request for a $300-million 
long-term financial sector adjustment loan to the Bank's 
executive directorate. 


And barring adverse developments, approval of the 
Philippine loan bid could be expected by next month 
(May), Central Bank [CB] officials privy to the recent 
talks on the funding arrangement told the BUSINESS 
BULLETIN yesterday. 


The officials, who talked on the condition they were not 
identified, said the WB management's endorsement of 
the loan request was in response to the compliance by the 
Philippine government to the conditionalities tied to the 
financial support which, among others, required the CB 
to commit to a reform program for the local financial 
system, particularly the commercial banking sector. 


It was reported that the Monetary Board had already 
approved a number of policy statements committing the 
country to reform measures proposed by the WB. 
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The proceeds of the WB loan will be released in two 
tranches of $150 million each, with the first tranche 
expected to be immediately received by the country 
upon approval by the WB’s executive directors of the 
loan request next month. 


The release of the second tranche, however, would 
depend on the extent of the actual implementation of the 
reform measures for the domestic financial system, the 
CB sources said. 


It was also explained that the financial adjustment 
program seeks to strengthen the supervisory and regula- 
tory framework for commercial banks, improving the 
institutional arrangements for the protection of deposi- 
tors as well as for the moblization and delivery of 
long-term credit, and reducing funds intermediation 
costs of banks. 


Italy Extends Additional Money in Grant, Loans 
HK 1404065789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 14 Apr 89 p 13 


[By R. Felix] 


[Text] The italian government, through its Confedera- 
tion of Cooperatives (ICC), is extending an additional 
$200 million in loans and grants to the Philippine 
Government for the funding of a cooperatives develop- 


ment program. 


The funds are on top of the earlier aid commitment from 
the Italian government under the first Bonalumi Proto- 
col to disburse a $365-million credit-grant facility over 
the next three years to the country. 


An ICC technical mission composed of experts in coop- 
eratives Organization, agricultural-industrial plants, 
cooperatives extension services and farm systems and 
management will be arriving at the end of the month to 
finalize the transfer of funds to the Philippine govern- 
ment. 


The mission will try to establish a cooperative develop- 
ment institute in the country with complete facilities for 
personnel training and technical extension services. 


Howard Dee, Philippine ambassador to Rome, informed 
department secretaries Raul Manglapus (foreign affairs). 
Solita C. Monsod (economic planning), Philip E. Juico 
(agrarian reform) and Carlos G. Dominguez (agriculture) 
that a working committee should be formed to discuss 
and make recommendations on the immediate matters 
concerning the cooperatives development program. 


The working committee composed of four representa- 
tives from the various government agencies and three 
from the private sector will be identifying the geographt 
ical areas where the mission can start its work and a 
possible site for the cooperatives development institute. 
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The proposed institute will be an independent entity to 
be managed jointly by the Government, existing cooper- 
atives and non-government organizations (NGOs). 


The committee will also select the initial projects in 
agriculture, fish production, processing and marketing. 


An important work for the committee will be the review 
of pending legislation on cooperatives for proper recom- 
mendations that will strengthen implementation of the 


program. 


While in Manila, the ICC technical mission will also 
undertake demonstration projects in agriculture and 
fishery production, processing and marketing and the 
transfer of accompanying technologies. 


The first Bonalumi Protocol between the Philippines 
and Italy was reached in 1987 when its senator, Gilberto 
Bonalumi who is in charge of the Italian development 
cooperation programs overseas, visited the country and 
pledged support to Corazon Aquino’s administration. 


The second Bonalumi Protocol was reached last year 
when President Aquino went on an official tour of 
Europe and visited Italy. 


Early this year, the Italian government extended a $50 
million grant for the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program and specifically proposed to the agrarian 
reform department that the funds be used for the support 
services component of the program. 


Aquino Appoints Businessman Tourism Secretary 
HK 1404042989 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] President Aquino has appointed businessman 
Peter Garrucho as secretary of Tourism to replace Jose 
Antonio Gonzalez who has resigned after a controversy 
over his marital status. The chief executive will soon 
submit to the Commission on Appointment, Garrucho’s 
nomination for confirmation. 


Labor Group Sets Condition for Dialogue 
HK1704050789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 17 Apr 89 pp 1, 6 


[By staff member Tess Villanueva] 


[Text] The Labor Advisory Consultative Council (Lacc) 
yesterday decided to accept the offer of President 
Aquino for a dialogue on minimum wage adjustments as 
long as the President has not yet certified as urgent a 
proposed bill in Congress allowing only a P [peso] 15 
increase. 
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The labor confederation will also stand firm on its 
demand for a P30 nationwide, across-the-board increase 
in the floor pay, according to Paterno Menzon, Lacc 
national council member and incoming Lacc chairman 
for May. 


“We will sit down with her (President Aquino) anytime, 
any place provided she 1s open to our proposal,”” Menzon 
told the “Chronicle,” saying the Lacc was only waiting for 
a formal invitation from the President. 


But if President Aquino has already certified the bill 
proposed by Labor Secreiary Franklin Drilon, “there’s 
no point in talking with her because that means her mind 
is already closed,” Menzon added. 


The President has already announced her support for 
Dnilon’s proposal for a P15 wage increase in Metro 
Manila and P6 in the provinces. 


She has also extended an invitation to labor groups for a 
dialogue to avert the workers’ threat to strike unless the 
Government grants a P30 increase. 


Last Saturday, the moderate Trade Union congress of 
the Philippines (TUCP) considered a rival group of the 
mainly militant Lacc, declared its willingness to talk with 
the President. 


Menzon, meanwhile, said the Lacc leadership also 
decided to press the following demands if the dialogue 
pushes through: 


—A moratorium in price increases of basic commodities 
and the creation of a price control body where labor 
would be represented; 

—A more meaningful participation of workers in Gov- 
ernment decisions through the increase of labor repre- 
sentatives in Congress: 

—Representation of workers in the boards of Govern- 
ment corporations and consultation with labor on pro- 
posed laws concerning workers: 

—-Rejectior of the International Monetary Fund's letter 
of intent which calls for a wage freeze, among others: 
—Scrapping of Republic Act 675 which took effect 
March 21 and extended the effectivity of collective 
bargaining agreements from three years to five years; 
—Involvement of the labor sector in the Philippine Aid 
Plan to see to it that workers’ interests are pushed. 


Menzon added that the Lacc will also demand that P30 
be given across-the-board to ali Government and private 
workers, regardless of whether they are in Metro Manila 
or in the regions and whether they are agricultural or 
industrial workers. 


The militant Kilusang Mayo Uno [1 May Movement], 
the World Free Trade Unions, the Federation of Sugar 
Workers, and independent labor groups compose the 
four labor centers represented in the Lacc. 
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Today, the Lacc and the TUCP will meet to thresh out 
details of a planned joint march from the National Press 
Club to the Senate building this afternoon. The rally 
aims to press for labor's demand for a P30 increase. 


Senator Urges Consideration of Proposed Truce 
HK 1804104789 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0930 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Passages within slantlines in English] 
[Text] Jill Risonto reports from the Senate: 


[Begin recording] [Risonto}] In his Senate privilege 
speech Senator Wigberto Tanada requested President 
Aquino and the Senate to promptly consider the appeal 
from the National Democratic Front [NDF], the politi- 
cal wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
[CPP]. for a unilateral cease-fire leading to a political 
settlement to end the country’s 20-year insurgency prob- 
lem. Tanada wants the government to study the NDF's 
proposal to terminate all the conditions covering the 
removal of the U.S. military bases and not to renew the 
treaty after 1992. A possible reconciliation between 
communist rebels and the government may be reached. 
He also said that there should be an end to all the killing 
and this can only be achieved if there is understanding 
between the two parties. Tanada further appealed to 
President Aquino to listen to the NDF's proposal by 
immediately terminating the Military Bases Agreement. 


[Tanada}] The Senate should act upon the NDF’s pro- 
posal to understand and clarify the issue. In my opinion, 
the NDF agrees with the constitutional provision stating 
that U.S. military bases remain in the Philippines only 
up to 1991. /It will be in the interest of reconciliation if 
the offer of the NDF is further clarified. The unprece- 
dented NDF offer of a unilateral cease-fire provides an 
opportunity for a settlement of the |7-year-old insur- 
gency. This opportunity we must not allow to pass. For 
this reason, Mr President, the Senate should initiate 
discussions on the NDF offer for a unilateral cease-fire 
in the name of peace and on behalf of the many who 
suffer from the insurgency, both government and CPP- 
NPA [New People’s Army], and military and civilians 
alike. | am of the view, Mr President, now more than 
ever, that President Aquino must let her options be 
known so we can prepare for the implications and even 
consequences./ [end recording] 


Truce Said Unacceptable to NPA 
HK 1804112389 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0950 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] A unilateral cease-fire declared by exiled CPP 
Chairman Jose Maria Sison will not be accepted by the 
NPA’s militant members. Philippine Army Chief Major 
General Mariano Adalem expressed this opinion during 
the Philippine Army Public Information Office's First 
Anniversary celebrations held at Fort Bonifacio. In the 
news briefing, Adalem said that there ts still no guarantee 
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for peace in the country even if the Aquino government 
accepts the CPP-NPA-NDF proposal to dismantle the 
U.S. military bases in the Philippines. He added that the 
failure of previous cease-fire negotiations in 1986 and 
1987 proved that Sison does not have real authori’y in 
the communist movement because of the many, recorded 
cease-fire violations, particulary in the provinces. Fur- 
thermore he said: First, we study if he has the 
authority to release these statemefts and if he really has 
the power to move the enemy forces. The Philippine 
Army chief said he has strong doubts that Sison has the 
Capacity to convince his feliow hardliners to temporarily 
suspend fighting the government. 


Recently, Sison told visiting newsmen in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, that the CPP-NPA would declare a cease- 
fire if the government opposed the presence of U.S. bases 
after the treaty runs out in 1991. Adalem said Sison’s 
Statement cannot be believed and is a propaganda ploy 
which could influence negotiations between the Philip- 
pines and the United States regarding an extended lease 
for the military bases. [end recording] 


De Villa Views Results of Anti-NPA Drive 
HK1504085 189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 15 Apr 89 p 7 


[By staff member Manny Mogato] 


[Text] The military yesterday said it had gained headway 
against the communist insurgency, showing combat sta- 
tistics and other parameters used in measuring the 
success of counterinsurgency operations. 


AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] Chief of Staff 
Gen. Renato S. de Villa told reporters that the insur- 
gency movement “is at an ebb,” adding that the move- 
ment is suffering serious setbacks caused by widespread 
demoralivation in its ranks. 


“The first quarter had shown that the Government is 
continuing to gain headway in the counterinsurgency 
campaign with favorable trends in upswing in our 
favor,” De Villa told reporters during a press briefing at 
Camp Aguinaldo yesterday. “They are demoralixd as 
their performance starts to deteriorate.” 


During the first three months this year, a total of 835 
combat engagements were recorded. The military-initi- 
ated combat operations increased by |3 percent while 
rebel military and terroristic activities declined by 13 
percent, records showed. 


The rebels’ fatalities increased by 21 percent from 488 
guernilas during the first three months in 1988 to 587 
guerrillas during the first three months this year. 


The military, on the other hand, registered a seven 
percent decrease in fatalities, with only 217 personnel 
killed from January to March this year, compared to 29! 
killed during the same period last year. 
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De Villa said 322 rebels were captured while 24! others 
gave up. 


Among those captured by the military were || ranking 
CPP [Commenist Party of the Philippines] -NPA lead- 
ers—three regional party committee leaders, four pro- 
vincial party committee leaders and four district party 
committee leaders, De Villa said. 


The latest to fall were leaders of a front committee in the 
northwestern Mindanao who were rounded up in Aurora 
town in Zamboanga del Sur while meeting with their 
followers on the 20th anniversary of the New People’s 
Army (NPA) last March 29. 


The military also seized 208 light firearms and 434 
high-powered firearms from the rebels, while losing 226 
to the guernilas during the same period. 


The military also netted nine tactical communications 
equipment after seizing 29 radio equipment and sets 
from the rebels while losing 20 sets to the rebels. 


De Villa said the military had received reports from the 
field that the communist leadership has instructed the 
NPA to “launch strong military efforts to regain lost 


grounds.” 


He admitted that the rebels had achieved a certain level 
of capability in using explosives, such as landmining 
military vehicles during ambuscades and sabotaging 
government and military installations. 


“We accept that they have the capability to use demoll- 
tion equipment.” De Villa said. “They have demon- 
strated that last year when they blew up the bridges in 
Bicol.” 


The rebels also claimed responsibility for the bombing of 
an American communications relay station in Mt. Santo 
Tomas in Tuba, Benguet last week. 


However, De Villa resented the use of “commandos” in 
describing the rebel unit using explosives and other 
demolition equipment. “Calling them “commandos” is, 
perhaps, just to make it more romantic,” he added. 


Meanwhile, on the separatist side. the military also 
claimed to have scored heavily against the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) with the surrender of 
19 leaders and 1,192 followers during the first three 
months this year. 


The rebel returnees also turned over 875 firearms. 
including machineguns and grenade launchers. 


De Villa also claimed that demoralization has slipped 
into the MNLF’s rank and file after the MNLF failed to 
gain membership in the influential Organization of 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 
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De Villa Denies Receiving “Surrender Feelers’ 
HK 1504043389 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] National Democratic Front and Communist 
Party of the Philippines Central Commitiee member 
Antonio Zumel ts gravely ill. Reports reaching military 
high command revealed that Zumel has been suffering 
from lung cancer for a long time now. Zumel, who along 
with Satur Ocampo ted the communist move- 
ment in the peace talks in 1986, has been in hiding ever 
since the talks broke down. 


Zumel ts a former newspaperman who 1s also responsible 
for putting out the official gazette of the communist 
movement, LIBERATION. Zumel was reportedly seen 
in Aurora, Quezon months ago but it could not be 
confirmed whether he is still there. 


In a press conference y morning, AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] chief of staff General Renato 
de Villa confirmed Zumel’s health conditions but denied 
reports that he has already received surrender feelers 
from Zumel. However, De Villa said the military is 
willing to give him medical assistance if Zumel gives 
himself up to the authorities. De Villa added that this 
development will be a big blow to the communist move- 
ment. 


Three-Pronged Military Campaign Described 
HK 1804070389 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 15 Apr 89 pp 1, 3 


[First in series by staff member Manny Mogato: “New 
Military Offensive is Three-Pronged”™] 


[Text] The Armed Forces began this week its “general 
offens, ve” against Communist guerrillas to beat the 1991 
deadline it set for itself to crush the insurgency. 


The offensive, according to military strategists, consists 
of sustained and simultaneous military campaigns to 
dismantle the 61 rebel fronts through “gradual “con- 
striction” and defeat the main guerrilla force in a deci- 
sive battle. 


Army Lt. Col. Victor N. Corpuz, who heads the research 
department of the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines] operations center, explained that the offensive 
would not only slow down the growth of the rebels’ 
manpower and check the expansion of their influence in 
the countryside but also effectively counter the rebels’ 
Strategy of protracted war. 


Corpuz said the offensive is explicitly contained in a new 
campaign plan implemented last September. 


Codenamed “Lambat-Bitag” [“Dragnet™}, the campaign 
plan is a three-year and two-stage strategy that would 
limit the activities and movements of the rebels by 
“gradually contricting their bases.” Constriction would 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


be through progressive organizing of rebel influenced 
areas “in reverse,” starting from the outskirts of the rebel 
bases and moving slowly toward the nuclei of the rebel 


The new strategy is actually an integrated plan drawn 
from several military theories and practices, such as the 
Army's triad concept which involves the balanced appli- 
cation of combat or tactical operations, civil-muilitary 
operations, and intelligence operations. 


Brig. Gen. Rodolfo G. Biazon, Marine commandani and 
head of the National Capital Region Defense Command 
fNCRDC), said the new campaign plan is a broad 
strategy which involves not only soldiers but also gov- 
ernment and the citizenry. 


He noted the new campaign plan improved the conduct 
of civilian-military operations. 


Biazon explained that of military civic actions in a 
targetted area did not have impact because the military 
remained abusive and oppressive. [sentence as pub- 
lished] 


““Maski no araw-araw pa kaming magbigay ng free dental 
and medical clinic at mag-distribute ng mga libreng 
gamot ay bale-wala dahil hindi naman nababago ang 
tingin ng tao sa amin [it is useless for us to give a free 
daily dental and medical clinic],” Biazon said. “And 
tingin pa rin sa labhat ng sundalo ay abusado. [They still 
regard all soldiers as abusive].” 


Army Brig. Gen. Lisandro Abadia, the AFP chief of 
operations (J-3), explained that the new plan is an 
unconventional strategy to match guernila warfare. 


The plan was drawn from lessons learned from a cam- 
paign plan during the time of Marcos, another plan 
drafter after the February Revolution, and various anal- 
yses of the communist movement. 


““Lambat-Bitag.” said Abadia, replaced “Mamamayan 
[Citizen]” late last year to signal the start of the military 
offensive posture against the communist insurgency. 


““Mamamayan™ was developed soon after a new Govern- 
ment was installed ir February 1986. It placed high 
priority on house-cleaning, consolidating the fractious 
Armed Forces, and rebuilding the military’s image. 


During this period, the AFP reoriented and retrained its 
men, removed scalawags, and healed deep divisions 
created by the civilian-backed military rebellion against 
Marcos and his chief of staff, former Gen. Fabian Ver. 


Aside from “Mamamayan’”. there were also some inputs 
form the Marcos-Ver campaign plan, codenamed 
“Katatagan [Valor],” a two-pronged security and devel- 
opment strategy which was copied from the U.S. strategy 
of low intensity conflict (LIC). 
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There were, however, flaws in the execution of “Katat- 
agan.” The military's setup and equipment were 
designed for conventional warfare. Combat or tactical 
operations, were based on the American’s search and 
destroy Or monping up Operations which were not well 
coordinated and orchestrated. Most often, these opera- 
t:ons lasted only for certain periods. 


Civilian-military operations were limited to civic 
actions. The troops did not immerse themselves in the 
community and there were no social investigations on 
why people join the rebel movement. 


Intelligence operations were also centered in urban cen- 
ters, allowing the guerrillas to work and expand in the 
countrysides. 


‘““Lambat-Bitag” 1s a modified version of the ““Mama- 
mayan” and “Katatagan.”’ It spells out more clearly the 
roles of the military government and non-government 
Organizations and the citizenry in a “total war” against 
the insurgency. 


Using the Army’s Special operations team (SOT) con- 
cept, the new plan sees the military breaking up a 
guerrilla front by “liberating” barangay fringes under 
rehel control locating one after the other until the only 
area held by the rebels is their base hidden in rugged and 
mountainous terrain or a forested area. 


To protect the “liberated” barangay from rebel harass- 
ment, or to prevent the rebels from coming back and 
regaining control over it, counter organizations are set 
up, including a clandestine barangay information net- 
work to serve as the eyes and ears of the military. 


Political 'eaders and non-governmental organizations 
will also participate in the campaign through delivery of 
basic services such as the setting up of livelihood 
projects. 


The residents are also organized into a united front 
against the rebels. The military can organize the resi- 
dents in civilian volunteers groups or encourage them to 
join the Citizen’s Armed Force Geographical Unit 
(Cafgu) to defend their local communities from rebel 
attacks 


However, the new plan limits itself only to the role of the 
military in the government's total approach against 
insurgency. It spells out what the field commanders will 
do, particularly in establishing rapport with the local 
officials, the community, and private and non-govern- 
mental agencies 


The campaign plan is divided into two parts. The offen- 
sive, according to Corpuz, 1s the second and final stage of 
the overall campaign strategy, which ts estimated to last 
from one to two years 
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The initial stage, purely concentrated on preparations, 
may take six to 12 months to complete, Corpuz said. 


Based on the military's timetable, it is safe to assume 
that the military has already started the second and final 
Stage of the three-year campaign plan. 


Troops Readied for Offensive 
HK 1804070789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 16 Apr 89 pp 1, 4 


[Second in series by staff member Manny Mogato: 
“Troops Readied for Big Offensive’’] 


[Text] The Armed Forces have been gearing up and 
positioning troops in preparation for a general offensive 
on rebel positions in at least nine provinces in the 
country. 


In the war room of the Philippine Army, senior military 
tacticians have pinpointed 61 strong guerrilla bases 
targetted for attacks, 20 of them main guerrilla fronts 
where communist governments have been functioning 
under rebel control. 


Alrgady started since the middle of last year, the prepa- 
ratory phase, including the reshuffle of key battle officers 
and realignment of troops, is almost complete. One can 
expect the general offensive to be launched anytime now. 


The preparation is part of a three-year, two-stage, overall 
military Counterinsurgency campaign plan codenmaed 
Oplan Lambat Bitag, a combination of the Marcos-Ver 
oplan “katatagan” and the oplan “Mamamayan”™ drawn 
up during the early months of the Aquino Administra- 
tion. 


Army Lt. Col. Victor Corpus, himself a former defector 
to the outlawed New People’s Army who was given 
amnesty and later reintegrated in the regular Army 
following the February 1986 revolution, is one of the 
authors of ““Lambat Bitag.” 


Corpus, now chief of the research department of the 
Army's G-3 (office of the Army deputy chief of staff for 
operations), explained that the new military campaign 
plan is anchored on the basic government strategy to 
actively engage civilian officials and the military in a 
balanced effort to crush the 20-year-old communist 
insurgency 


At least nine provinces have been identified as priority 
targets—Kalinga-Apayao, Mountain Province. Isabela, 
Bataan, Quezon, Camarines Sur, Eastern Samar, Negros 
Occidental, and Surigao del Sur. 
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Government forces massed in these guerrilla fronts and 
to “avoid dissipation of forces,” frequent batalion-size 
operations to prevent guerrilla expansion and consolida- 
tion would continue in the less prioritized areas to keep 
the rebels “always to keep the rebels always on the run,” 
Corpus said. 


Brig. Gen. Federico E. Ruiz Jr., commander of the 
Army’s 8th Infantry Division in Eastern Visayas, said a 
new one-on-one concept was also developed to assign a 
single military commander to a particular area to con- 
front a single guerrilla front. Military operations will be 
more effective and well orchestrated under one com- 
mander, he added. 


In Leyte and Biliran islands, for instance, all soldiers and 
policemen would be placed under PC-INP [Philippine 
Constabulary—Integrated National Police] Region 8 
chief Col. Vicente Garcia; and Samar island, under 
Ruiz’s jurisdiction. 


In other regions, the island-command concept has been 
set up like in Western Visayas where Col. Quintin 
Alcudia calls the shots in Panay and Brig. Gen. Ray- 
mundo Jarque over Negros island. 


Mindanao, including Basilan, Sulu and Tawitawi 
remains under Southern Command (Southcom) chief 
Maj. Gen. Manuel V. Cacanando while Palawan and the 
Kalayaan islands under Brig. Gen. Napoleon Angeles. 


The Luzon area is divided into three large zones—the 
northern part from Pampanga to Batanes, under Brig. 
Gen. Bayan: Fabric, the southern part from Laguna and 
Quezon down to the Bicol region, under Brig. Gen. 
Alejandro Galido; and Metro Manila, Bulacan, Cavite, 
Rizal, and parts of Laguna, under Brig. Gen. Rodolio 
Biazon. 


The area commanders have been given full control over 
all military units and their resources in their areas of 
responsibility. 


“The concept 1s much better than the RUCs [Regional 
Unified Commands] and the Recoms [Regional Com- 
mands] set up during the past administration,” Army 
officers say. “Hindi mo kasi alam kung sino ang susun- 
din mo noon sa field dahil sa dami ng mga commanders 
[you do not know who to obey in the field because there 
are sO many commanders].” 


The commanding general may also be assigned to head a 
special task force against a particular guerrilla front with 
each task unit or brigade having at least two mobile 
battalions with at least one Special Operations Team 
(SOT) per company 
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A regular Army brigade is made up of three mobile 
battalions and a headquarters task force. A battalion is 
made up of four to five mobile companies. There are 
between 500 and 600 men per battalion in the present 
military set-up. 


SOTs would take on the crucial role of countering the 
NPA [New People’s Army] armed propaganda units 
called the “Sandatahang Yunit Pampropaganda [Armed 
Propaganda Units] (SYPs) which were responsible for 
the growth of insurgency in the countryside. 


The best and most articulate soldiers were picked to head 
the SOTs. 


Like the SYPs, special political training and guerrilla 
warfare were given to SOT team members. Each team is 
backed by highly mobile battalion-size strike forces. 


The military high command has also implemented 
guidelines to select field battle officers who would carry 
out the general offensive, according to Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa. 


Those who are too old and are physically unfit were 
replaced by younger and well-trained commanders. 
Commanders must not be too macho or braggadocio nor 
too weak. 


All soldiers, including those performing special functions 
and missions, have been scheduled for training and 
reorientation to prepare them psychologically, politi- 
cally, physically and militarily for the final offensive. 


Political training was deemed important because of the 
wrong orientation introduced by Martial Law on the 
military. The soldier this time must understand what 
and why he is fighting and who he ts fighting against. 


A secret barangay inform. ‘ion network has also been 
formed for intelligence operation in target areas. 


The troops have also been trained in advance guerrilla 
warfare. including mastering the terrain and identifying 
pre-selected ambush areas. 


One such tactic, the “Venus Fly-trap” (encircling of rebel 
forces), have been practiced. For defense, a so-called 
“triangle formation” has been introduced. This tech- 
nique, developed by PC-INP chief Maj. Gen. Ramon E. 
Montano when he was still AFP operations chief, is very 
flexible. It gives the rebels a hard time to strike at remote 
military outposts. 


Using the defensive tactic, a rebel group harassing or 
attacking a military unit in a triangle formation would 
end up sandwiched by two reinforcing units, attacking 
from both flanks. 
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The preparatory phase has virtually transformed the 
military into a highly mobile large commando force 
trained in anti-guerrilla warfare techniques, including 
respect for human rights. 


The use of military vehicles has been minimized to 
reduce the risk of being caught in a rebel ambush. Troops 
are taught to move at night and on foot to avoid 
detection by rebel “pasa-bilis’ [hand-carried message 
system]. 


Tanks and armored vehicles will be sparingly used as 
“dependence on these war machines only gives a false 
sense of security,’ Corpus wrote in his book “Silent 
War.” The book analyzes the rebel strategy and com- 
pared it with the new AFP strategy of “War of Quick 
Decision.” 


‘“*Lambat-bitag” the AFP’s campaign strategy was partly 
discussed in the book. Corpus has contributed some 
inputs in the development of the campaign plan. 


The soldiers have been also armed with crew-served 
weapons like the 90mm recoilless rifles, 60mm and 
80mm mortars, and heavy machineguns like the .50 
caliber and .60 caliber. 


“The better choice of combat support for major opera- 
tions are helicopters,” wrote Corpus. However, these 
flying machines should “be employed solely for casualty 
evacuation, resupply, rapid troop movement, command 
and control, reconnaissance, battlefield interdiction and 
close ground support.” 


Corpus warned that the AFP must not depend much on 
these flying machines. “The war must still be fought and 
won mainly on the ground.” 


‘Summer Offensive’ Started 
HK 1804071189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 17 Apr 89 pp 1, 6 


[Third in series by staff member Manny Mogato: 
“Special Military Teams Move Into the Rebels’ Turf] 


[Text] The military has started a ““summer offensive” “to 
gradually constrict” rebel-influenced villages in the 
countryside. 


But the campaign is not a knee-jerk reaction to the rebel 
threat early this year of a “summer offensive” especially 
in the urban areas, where armed city partisans of the 
New People’s Army have lain low since the backlash 
against the movement of “Sparrow” assassinations in 
1987. 


The Armed Forces’ “summer offensive” is just part of a 
concentrated, broad and aggressive plan to lick the 
insurgency by 1991. 
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The offensive calls for the “liberation” of rebel-influ- 
enced areas through special operations team SOT, a 
group composed of highly politicized soldiers who will 
immerse themselves in barangay, find out the problems 
of the community, and cooperate with the people in 
keeping the area peaceful and progressive. 


The SOTs are the Sandatahan Yunit Pampropaganda of 
the military. They engage the rebels’ SYPs in a non- 
violent battle for the hearts and minds, and stomach, of 
the people. 


The SOT teams are backed up by mobile forces, com- 
posed of the maneuver battalions, the Army Scout Rang- 
ers, and various commando and special forces for the 
AFP. These troops are strike forces in case guerrillas 
harass the SOTs and the “liberated” areas. 


The offensive stage follows the defense department's 
four-step methodology in constricting the rebel’s bases: 
clear, hold, consolidate and develop them. 


A three-tiered defense system in insulating the commu- 
nity from rebel intrusions is also established. The first 
layer consists of the civilian volunteer organizations 
[CVO], which serve as the eyes and ears of the military. 
They provide an early warning device for troops in case 
a large number of guerrillas are approaching the commu- 
nity. Most members of the CVOs are unarmed. 


The second layer consists of the territorial forces, such as 
the Constabulary, the Integrated National Police and the 
Citizen’s Armed Force Geographical Unit (Cafgu). The 
function of the PC-INP in enforcing law in the commu- 
nity is well-defined. The Cafgus, on the other hand, will 
perform duties similar to the rebels’ militia units. 


The main mission of the Cafgus is to protect and defend 
their local community and assist the PC-INP and other 
military units in keeping law and order. 


The third and final layer comprises the various mobile 
and wide support and service units of the Armed Forces. 
These forces “find, fix, and finish” rebel guerrilla units. 


The “clearing” process takes three to six months, 
depending on the level and extent of the rebels’ influence 
and control over certain areas in the countryside. In 
some instances, clearing an area would take six months 
to one year. 


The “holding” process, like the first step, involves more 
military operations than civilian actions. 


Cafgus and other counter-organizations are being orga- 
nized to preserve the gains made in the first step. 


The Barangay information net is a clandestine group 
monitoring the rebels’ activities and movements around 
the community. 


FBIS-EAS-89-073 
18 April 1989 


The peace and order councils [POC], chaired by local 
executives and composed of the military, the civilian 
government and all its agencies, the private sector, the 
non-government Organizations, and the citizenry make 
up the united front of the Government against the rebels’ 
underground and legal fronts. 


The organization and activation of POCs from the 
national down to the municipal and city levels bring in 
the third step, the “consolidating” process. 


The final phase, which is development, is the most 
important component of the four-step methodology 
because the delivery of basic services is believed to 
address the root causes of insurgency. 


Political and military victory over the insurgency would 
be completed in this phase as tangible projects such as 
power generation, water provision, health services, and 
infrastructure would alleviate conditions in the remote 
and blighted countrysides. 


The last phase is the main concern of the civilian 
leadership. 


On the other hand, the military will have to intensify its 
civil-military operations to assist the civilian govern- 
ment in “uprooting” the causes of insurgency—poverty, 
ignorance, disease, injustice, and neglect. 


In his book, Corpus said: “*Civil-military operations may 
seem unglamorous as compared to combat questions, 
but it plays a very important role in counter-insurgency. 
Combat operations alone is like chopping off just the tip 
of the iceberg. It is necessary to demolish the “main 
body*—the political structure. It is the ‘silent war’ that 
we must wage, the success of which depends upon the 
success of our combat operations.” 


‘Venus Flytrap’ Tactic Defined 
HK 1804071389 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 18 Apr 89 pp 1, 6 


[Conclusion of series by staff member Manny Mogato: 
“The “Venus Flytrap’ or Putting the Vice on Rebels”’] 


[Text] The campaign of gradual constriction forms part 
of the approach to defeat the insurgency not only mili- 
tarily but also through socio-economic and political 
means. 


The cooperation of and coordination among the law- 
enforcement forces and the civilian leadership on one 
side and the private sector and the entire community 
residents on the other would already deny the commu- 
nists place to operate in a certain barangay. 


This 1s the goal of the defense department's three-tiered 
plan and implemented in four steps: clear, hold, consol- 
idate and develop. 
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In the military, the defense strategy is translated into a 
campaign plan, the ““Lambat-Bitag.”’ The campaign plan 
deals solely with the military aspect, particularly in the 
conduct of the general offensive against the rebels. 


The general offensive or the final push to defeat the 
insurgency strictly follows the Army’s triad concept. 


Units already in the general offensive state in several 
pre-selected areas have orders not to set up permanent 
outposts which have been prime targets for rebels replen- 
ishing their arms. 


In areas where there are detachments, a larger number of 
troops is assigned. The detachments are also set up in a 
“triangle formation” to strengthen outpost defenses. 


In “liberated” areas where Cafgu units have been orga- 
nized, similar triangle formations are used in setting up 
outposts to ward off attacks and prevent rebels from 
taking Over or Overruning these outposts. 


Triangle formation is a defensive tactic to avoid being 
lured into rebel “killing zones” or ambush positions. 
Using this concept, a company is sent on a “clearing” 
operation in a rebel-influenced area. The company is 
broken up into three groups with the lead group going 
ahead, with the other two moving right behind, forming 
a rough triangle. 


If the rebels attack the advance group, the other two 
could maneuver and counter-attack from the flanks. 


If one of the two groups in the flanks are hit, the advance 
group and the group on the other flank could also 
maneuver and attack from the flanks. 


Troops as well as permanent detachments set up in the 
triangle formation could effectively ward off attacks and 
harassments, military strategists said. 


As more maneuver battalions are transformed into 
lighter and highly mobile commando units (the first 
Stage, preparatory, trains and prepares military units to 
fight and operate as commando units), the military will 
become less vulnerable to rebel harassments and attacks. 


Commando operations are sustained until the rebel 
fronts are dismantled. Large-scale and small-unit opera- 
tions are never terminated unless rebels are forced to 
surrender, transfer to another area and are annihilated. 


Commando operations are independent and separate 
from the Special Operation Teams (SOT) activities being 
conducted by other military units in rebel-held and 
influenced areas. 


They are the strike forces that hunt down the rebels’ 
main force. The rebels have at least three battalion-size 
and 33 other company-size formations in their 61 guer- 
rilla fronts. 
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The rebels’ main guerrilla units (MGUs) are the commu- 
nist movement's regular army. The military estimates 
there are 24,060 New People’s Army (NPA) regulars at 
the end of 1988. 


Finding the rebels’ MGUs would be hard for the com- 
mando units without the help of military intelligence and 
because of the ineffectivity of the military’s combat or 
tactical operations. 


Under the new campaign plan, intelligence gathering 
shifted from urban center to rural areas in an effort to 
identify rebel leaders and their lairs, and to expose 
communist infiltrators in a community. 


Apart from the intelligence work being conducted by 
SOTs commando units also develop their own intelli- 
gence network in rebel-influenced as well as in “lib- 
erated” areas. 


The barangay information network informs troops of 
rebel movements and activities as well as serve as “early 
warning devices.” 


In areas where there are no tactical radios or any 
available communication gadget, the “pasa-bilis” system 
copied from the rebels’ own defense system is also used. 


Annihilating the rebels’ MGUs would become easier 
hunting as soon as the military has organized the baran- 
gay information network. 


Another tactic known as the “Venus Flytrap” is an 
effective weapon against the lightening raids and attacks 
on remote villages and military outposts. 


The technique is considered effective in pinning down 
small and large formations of rebels entering a remote 
village. 


In Venus Flytrap, preselected ambush positions will be 
set up in an area where the troops have complete mastery 
of the terrain. For instance, a 50-man rebel band would 
enter a remote village in an area where a barangay 
information network has been set up. 


Using two-way radios, mili-warn troops of rebeis enter- 
ing the village. [sentence as published] As the rebels 
settled in the village, troops would quietly encircle them 
for the kill. 


Autonomy Bills for Cordilleras, Mindanao Viewed 
HK 1404064989 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 14 Apr 89 p 6 


[By GLOBE staff writer Miguel Genovea with P. Lustre] 


[Text] The establishment of autonomous regions in 
Muslim Mindanao and the Cordilleras moved closer to 
reality last night with the approval on third and final 
reading of the proposed measures providing for the 
Organic acts for the two areas. 
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The organic act for the Cordilleras is contained in House 
Bill 21622 and is principally authored by Rep. William 
Claver (LDP [struggle of Philippine democrats], Kal- 
inga-Apayao) while that for the Muslim Mindanao is 
contained in House Bill 22929 principally authored by 
Rep. Celestino Martinez Jr. (LDP, Cebu). 


Meanwhile, Congress rejected Malacanang’s counter- 
proposal to reduce to P [pesos] | billion the proposed PS 
billion in annual national government subsidy to the 
autonomous region in Muslim Mindanao. But they 
agreed to exercise veto power on the legislations of the 
regional legislative assembly, name a regional commis- 
sioner to represent the incumbent president, and allow 
the President to intervene in matters involving constitu- 
tional issues. 


Sen. Aquilino Pimeritel Jr. said the agreement was 
reached during a two-hour closed door meeting at the 
Manila Hotel among representatives of Congress and 
Malacanang. 


The proposed Cordillera autonomous region will include 
the provinces of Benguet, Mt. Province, Ifugao, Abra, 
Kalinga-Apayao and Baguio City. Baguio City, however, 
will continue to be governed by its own charter, and in 
case of conflict between the proposed act and the charter 
the latter will prevail. 


The Muslim Mindanao autonomous region, on the other 
hand, will cover 13 provinces and nine cities. These are 
the provinces of Basilan, Sulu, Tawitawi, Zamboanga del 
Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del 
Sur, Maguindanao, Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, North 
Cotabato, Davao del Sur and Palawan and the cities of 
Cotabato, Dapitan, Dipolog, General Santos, Iligan, 
Marawi, Pagadian, Puerto Princesa and Zamboanga. 


The proposed Muslim Mindanao autonomous region 1s 
in line with the 1976 Tripoli Agreement. 


Among other things, the two autonomous regions will be 
granted 50-50 share on taxes and other revenues. The 
two autonomous regions are also vested with authority 
to collect taxes, fees or charges imposed under the local 
tax code, impose local excise taxes, taxes on gambling 
establishments, and other taxes. 


Plebiscite To Be Held 
HK 1304143389 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[Text] The House of Representatives has approved in its 
third and final reading the proposed bills on the Muslim 
Mindanao and Cordillera autonomy. A plebiscite would 
be held in both regions 18 months after the bills are 
signed into law. The regions would adopt a semipresi- 
dential system and a regional government structure 
There would be direct voting for a regional governor who 
would act as the head of his deputies. 
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Thailand 


Chatchai Comments on Trade Ties With U.S. 
BK 1504030589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15 Apr 89 p 4 


[Text] Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan reiterated 
yesterday that Thailand will negotiate its trade relations 
with the United States in a broad framework covering all 
trade-related problems between the two countries. 


General Chatchai said the Government had anticipated 
the American cigarette industry’s petition to the US 
Trade Representative calling for action against Thailand 
under Section 301 of the US Trade Act. 


He said he had yet to be fully briefed on the move but 
had assigned the Foreign Ministry and the National 
Economic Relations Policy Committee to study the 
matter. 


Thailand still had time, he said, to negotiate with the US 
to avert trade retaliation. 


Sitthi on Cambodian Control Commission 
BK 1504015789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15 Apr 89 p4 


[Excerpts] Britain, Canada and Poland are likely to 
decline Vietnam’s invitation to join an international 
control and supervision commission on Kampuchea. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday that 
Canada and Poland had made known their position 
through diplomatic channels. 


Britain yesterday indicated it also was reluctant to act as 
co-chairman. 


In its April 5 announcement that its forces would quit 
Kampuchea by September, Vietnam called for the reac- 
tivation of the Indochina Control Commission [ICC] 
comprising Canada, India and Poland, with Britain as 
co-chairman, under a 1954 Geneva agreement to moni- 
tor the pullout. 


Vietnam also invited the participation of Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, and a personal representa- 
tive of United Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said Mr Alatas 
expressed reservations because the initial concept was 
not compatible with the international control mecha- 
nism discussed at the second Jakarta informal meeting. 
[passage omitted] 


With Britain, Canada, Poland and Mr Alatas expressing 
reservations, the only remaining candidate was India, 
and formation of the ICC appears remote. 
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ACM Sitthi said immediate progress could be made if it 
was agreed that the UN be responsible for the mecha- 
nism. 


The British position was outlined in Bangkok yesterday 
by Lord Glenarthur, minister of state at the Foreign 
Office. [passage omitted] 


ACM Sitthi said the nature of the body would depend on 
the outcome of next month’s talks in Jakarta between 
Khmer resistance leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk and 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen. 


The minister said he may have a chance to discuss the 
issue with his Singaporean counterpart Wong Kan Seng 
while in the island republic next week. 


ACM Sitthi said he would meet Prince Sihanouk on his 
arrival. 


Prince Sihanouk is due to visit Bangkok on April 28 and 
the next day will meet Prime Minister Chatchai Chun- 
hawan. 


After Bangkok, the Prince will go to Jakarta where he 
will meet Hun Sen on May 2. 


Plan for Border Settlement With Burma Reported 
BK 1604130089 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] An official delegation from Thailand led by Dep- 
uty Foreign Minister Second Lieutenant Praphat Limpa- 
phau visited Burma from | 1-13 April. Director General 
of the Treaty Department Prachit Rotchanaphruk, who 
was the leader of the Thai-Burmese Border Negotiation 
Team, reported that an agreement had been reached with 
Burma to install permanent border demarcations along 
the Ruak River in Chiang Rai Province. The borderline, 
originally defined by the deep water channel, will from 
now on be marked by permanent border markers. Mea- 
sures will also be taken to prevent the river banks from 
collapsing and also to prevent the river from easily 
changing its course. 


Prachit also reported that, after the work is done at the 
Ruak River, about 48 km of demarcation work will start 
at the Sai River in Chiang Rai, opposite Thachileik in 
Burma. Thai and Burmese officials will discuss the 
details of this project in Rangoon in June. 


The director general of the Treaty Department said that 
the coastal border will also have to be redefined because, 
according to the original law promulgated during the 
English occupation of Burma, the border is 3 nautical 
miles off the coastline, but now under the new exclusive 
economic zone, it should be 200 nautical miles from the 
coast. With such differences, there will have to be 
negotiations, especially to discuss about the border off 
the Andaman Sea where there are two groups of islands, 
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the Nicobar and the Andaman Islands, which belong to 
India. Border negotiations will thus involve three coun- 
tries, namely Burma, India and Thailand. 


Warning Shots Fired at ‘Intruding’ Burmese Troops 
BK 1504023389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15S Apr 89 pl 


[Text] Tak—Thai artillery last night fired warning 
rounds at intruding Burmese soldiers who had dug in at 
a position in Tha Song Yang District in a bid to use Thai 
territory as a springboard to attack Karen rebels. 


About 250 Burmese troops crossed the Moei River 
yesterday and set up a stronghold in preparation for an 
attack on the Karen National Union’s [KNU] Tikerni 
Camp. 


The Burmese troops crossed the border at 4 p.m. and dug 
trenches about 500 metres from the border, near Ban 
Mae Ok Phalu. 


A unit of army-trained rangers tried to approach the 
Burmese soldiers to order them to withdraw but were 
fired on by the intruders. 


At 8.30 p.m. Task Force 34 fired :: warning rounds of 
105 mm artillery but in the dark it was not yet known 
whether the Burmese troops had withdrawn. 


A Border Patrol Police [BPP] source said the Burmese 
soldiers were poised to attack Tikerni Camp, held by the 
KNU’s 7th Division. 


The Burmese soldiers had tried unsuccessfully to capture 
the camp after seizing Maw Po Kay Camp from Karen 
rebels. 


The BPP and rangers in Tha Song Yang District were on 
full alert at the border last night. 


Shift in Government’: Burma Policy Note 
BK 1604041089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
16 Apr 89 pp 6-7 


[Article by Yindi Loetcharoenchok: “Business Interests 
Justify Everything in the Cosy Thai-Burmese Relation- 
ship” 


[Text] The trip to Burma earlier this week by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Praphat Limpaphan has indicated a 
clear shift in the decades-long foreign pclicy of Thailand 
towards its Western neighbour. 


For 26 years under the rule of former leader General Ne 
Win, Burma had regarded Thailand with caution and 
suspicion due to the Thai policy of using Burma's ethnic 
minorities living along the common border as a buffer 
against pro-Chinese communists and drug traffickers. 
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The Burmese Communist Party (BCP) is considered one 
of the strongest armed insurgent forces fighting the 
central military government apart from the Karen 
National Union, with most of the minorities being 
anti-communist and uninvolved in drug trafficking. 


But when Gen Saw Maung came to power last September 
following a crackdown on unarmed pro-democracy pro- 
testers, Thailand saw a chance for fostering better rela- 
tions with Rangoon. Ne Win had pursued a close-door 
policy and trodden the “Burmese Way to Socialism”, 
keeping all international contacts to a bare minimum 
along a non-aligned course. 


Throughout the Burmese uprisings last year, Thailand, 
despite being a neighbour sharing a 2,000-km border, 
was among the few countries that did not condemn the 
mass arrests and killings by the military regimes of Gen 
Sein Lwin and Gen Saw Maung, both considered Ne 
Win’s proteges. The only public statement from the Thai 
government was a call for compromise among the Bur- 
mese people. 


Thailand’s policy of non-interference is doubtful when 
one considers the visits to Burma by several Thai dele- 
gations who claimed to be on unofficial trips. The first 
official trip was last November when Army Commander- 
in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut visited Rangoon 
and proposed to help repatriate dissident Burmese stu- 
dents. 


Gen Chawalit’s visit was followed by frequent undis- 
closed trips by senior military officers who claimed to 
have travelled to Rangoon on some kind of secret 
mission. 


There is a common language of communication among 
the military of any country and Thailand has employed 
this to spearhead its move towards better relations with 
Rangoon. Very few people know that Gen Chawalit is a 
close friend and West Point classmate of Gen Saw 
Maung with the two addressing each other as “brother”. 


Chawalit was followed by the Agriculture Minister Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Sanan Khachonprasat and Praphat Pho- 
suthon, chairman of the Committee on the Elimination 
of Smuggling of Forestry and Mining Products, who 
went for talks on timber concessions. 


The most controversial visit was that of Praphat Limpa- 
phan, who had to postpone his last November trip due to 
strong public opposition. Five months later Praphat 
claims his recent trip was made in the national interest 
and after a thorough evaluation of the situation in 
Burma. He said his 40-member delegation was told by 
the Cabinet not to ask for any business deals during the 
visit. 
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Of course Rangoon can recognise the economic greed in 
most of the Thai delegates and is exploiting this together 
with its abundant natural resources such as fish, timber 
and minerals to lure the Thais into contact with the 
condemned Saw Maung regime. 


Even Burmese Commerce Minister Colonel David Abel 
was heard jokingly telling Praphat that he was informed 
not to grant all the concessions until Praphat’s arrival. 
The ploy has worked well so far with the various visits 
giving Rangoon many propaganda points. 


Most of the Thais travelling to Rangoon go purely for 
self-interest and blatantly ignore the plight of the Bur- 
mese people who have just gone through and are still 
experiencing one of the worst chapters in the country’s 
history. 


They saw nothing of the country’s 38-million population 
who cannot openly express their opinions and contact 
foreigners. Do the Thai delegates just ignore the cries for 
democracy, human rights and justice which they have 
come to expect in their own country? 


“It is Burma’s domestic affair and we cannot interfere,” 
is an excuse they use to justify their indifference. 


It is indisputable that the Thais have left a bad impres- 
sion on the Burmese people. They could only perceive 
Thailand’s aim to be [part of] the economic exploitation 
of Burma. 


There have been rumours that the Thai concessions and 
contracts made with the present Rangoon regime would 
immediately be revoked once opposition parties got into 
government. 


Opposition leaders and Burmese students, who led the 
nationwide demonstrations demanding democracy and 
an end to the dictatorship, would replace the military 
government of Gen Saw Maung, if free elections were 
held as promised. 


Periaps one should not be surprised by recent events 
considering the government of Gen Chatchai Chunha- 
wan made it very clear when he took over that economic- 
oriented policy would lead politics. 


The best the Thai government should and could do now 
iS to show its strong desire and support for a democratic 
Burmese counterpart and encourage the “brother” Ran- 
goon regime to honour human rights and keep its word 
on the promised elections. 


Only when the people of the two neighbouring countries 
enjoy the same status and privilege will both Thailand 
and Burma prosper together without one exploiting the 
other. 
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Minister Urges Businessmen To Invest in Indochina 
BK 1704110489 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
17 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] PM’s [Prime Minister's] Office Minister Kon 
Thapphrangsi last night called on Thai businessmen to 
invest in Indochina because countries like Laos pre- 
ferred to deal with Thailand. 


The call was made during the “Sonthana Panha Ban 
Muang” (Talking about the Country’s Problems) televi- 
sion programme on Channels 5 and 7. 


He said the Indochinese countries have opened their 
doors to the world but preferred to trade with Thailand. 


“Thai investors should take this opportunity to enter 
these countries,” he said. 


Thai investors should not dwell on Indochina’s financial 
and economic problems but should “just go in first to 
become acquainted and make friends with them,” he 
said. 


He said adopting a wait-and-see policy on Indochina 
because of its economy might prove a bad mistake 
because many foreign investors were eyeing the Indoch- 
inese countries. 


“If they entered first, it would be difficult to pull them 
out,” he said, adding that Thais would benefit if they 
cornered the Indochinese investment market first. 


He said it was a known fact that the Indochinese coun- 
tries needed foreign assistance to boost their economy 
and develop their countries. 


Many countries would be willing to offer assistance, 
perhaps not in the form of cash but in projects that 
would spur the Indochinese economy, he said. 


Indochina, he said, needed various raw materials and 
Thailand was in a good position to supply these needs. 


On investment at home, Mr Kon said he was introduc- 
ing, for the first time, direct dialogue between govern- 
ment officials and local investors in Nakhon Ratchasima 
in a bid to boost investment in the province. 


He said officials would play a supportive role to ensure 
that investors were protected. 


He said the planned meeting would discuss what kind of 
investment they sought and the sort of assistance the 
government could provide. 


If the meeting was a success, similar meetings would be 
held in other provinces. 
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Talking on the government's “policy of giving”, Mr Kon 
warned that ihe public must not think the Government 
was rich. 


He said the Government was only trying to arouse the 
people’s interest in nation-building but they had to help 
themselves too. 


A healthy economy was a key to the policy, he said but 
added that the people should not become complacent 
but should prepare themselves if the economy were to 
slacken. 


Laos To Allow Military Bank To Open Branch 
BK 1504145289 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 15 Apr 89 


[Text] The Thai Military Bank has received permission 
to become the first foreign commercial bank to open an 
office in Laos since the communists came to power in 
1975. The bank received an approval from the Laotian 
Government last month to open its representative office 
in the capital of Vientiane. It expects an official approval 
from the Bank of Thailand in the next two months. 


According to a bank official, the representative office 
will be very small and will not have all the functions for 
the branch, such as taking saving deposits. It will mainly 
provide financial support for Thai businessmen invest- 
ing in Laos. The Laotian Government in recent years has 
relaxed some economic policies, enabling Thailand and 
other countries to invest there. 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Lesotho 
BK 1704074289 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Announcement by the Prime Minister's Office on the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the King- 
dom of Thailand and the Kingdom of Lesotho”) 


[Text] Desirous of promoting the existing friendly rela- 
tions between the Kingdom of Thailand and the King- 
dom of Lesotho, the Government of the Kingdom of 
Thailand and the Government of the Kingdom of 
Lesotho have agreed to establish normal diplomatic 
relations from 17 April, 1989, and to exchange diplo- 
matic representatives at ambassadorial level. 


Announced on !|7 April 1989 
Signed: General Chatchai Chunhawan, prime minister 


Coalition MP Seeks To Dissolve Parliament 
BK 1504025189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
15 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] A Coalition MP said yesterday he will oppose the 
Government's logging ban decrees to create a momen- 
tum that may lead to a dissolution of Parliament 
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Khon Kaen MP Prasom Prakhunsuksaphan said he no 
longer wanted to stay with Ratsadon and saw the tactic 
as his only means of changing parties. 


“I will do everything that will cause parliament to be 
dissolved,” said Mr Prasom, declining to say why he 
wanted out. 


“If I talk, I may be sacked from the party,” he said. 


The conflict in Ratsadon was apparent and there was no 
need to elaborate, said Mr Prisom, who was among a 
number of MPs who boycotted the general meeting on 
April 9. 


Ratsadon’s 21 MPs have reportedly split into groups 
which are loyal to leader Gen Thianchai Sirisamphan or 
to secretary-general Mana Rattanakoset, and one faction 
of seven appear to be undecided. 


The split developed after the general election over 1ssues 
believed to be related to campaign expenses. 


Meanwhile, Gen Thianchai yesterday dismissed claims 
there was an attempt by logging merchants to kill the 
decrees in Parliament. 


Agriculture Minister Sanan Khachonprasat said mer- 
chants had pooled as much us 600 million baht to pay 
coalition MPs to jump the decrees when they were 
tabled in the Lower House next month. 


Pet Buri MP Piya Angkinan, a political adviser to the 
Prime Minister, said he felt insulted by Lt-Col Sanan’s 
comment. 


The Chat Thai MP said he had heard other MPs talking 
along the same lines with the minister and he felt like 
being slapped in the face. 


“We MPs know our duty well and we will never raise our 
hands for anybody even if they pay us !.000 million baht 
because we are pro-government MPs.” he said. 


Opposition Alliance Reportedly Facing Problems 
BK 1504011989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1S Apr 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Cracks are reportedly widening among the four 
Opposition groups trying to form an alliance under the 
banner of “Solidarity Party”. Meanwhile Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan has welcomed those resenting the 
merger to join the government bloc. 


However, Chatchai denied a report that seven MPs of 
the opposition Prachachon Party had contacted his Chat 
Thai Party with the intention of joining. “But if they 
come, I as the party leader will be pleased.” he said. 
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A source close to the prime minister said he talked with 
many government figures on the possible defection yes- 
terday. 


The prime minister was quoted as saying that if too 
many MPs leave the Opposition, “there will be no fun”. 


The Prachachon, Progressive, and Community Action 
parties have sought court approval for their plan to 
dissolve themselves. The dissolution will allow the par- 
ties’ members to join the Ruam Thai Party to form what 
would be the second biggest political force in the House 
of Representatives. 


But speculation has been rife on the possibility of mass 
defections to the government side. 


A source said a seven-member ®rachachon faction led by 
Gen Han Lilanon had told Industry Minister Banhan 
Silapa-acha, who is Chat Thai secretary general, of its 
plan to defect. 


The six other MPs were identified as Chaturon Kachasi 
(Chumphon), Chaturon Chaisang (Chachoengsao), 
Sawat Subsaiphrom (Sisaket), Phiraphan Parusuk ( Yaso- 
thon), Phichai Mongkhonwirakun (Kalasin) and Thanit 
Traiwut (Trat). 


Phiraphon told The Nation yesterday that there had 
been discussions among Prachachon dissidents on 
whether they should defect to the government. But he 
declined to say whether a conclusion has been reached 
on the matter. 


“We really have problems, individual problems,” he 
said. 


Chaturon’s father, Anan, told The Nation he and his son 
would definitely join the Chat Thai Party. He revealed 
that many other MPs were also consulting one another 
on whether they should side with the government. 


“According to our assessment, the Opposition can’t hurt 
the government now,” said Anan, a former Chachoeng- 
sao MP. “Prime Minister Chatchai is clever and flexible. 
He is controlling the game.” 


Interior Minister Praman Adireksan, head of Chat 
Thai's advisory board, said he has not been contacted by 
dissident Prachachon MPs. 


Asked how Chat Thai would respond to such contact, 
Praman said, “Why should we reject it?” 


Praman’s personal spokesman, Chaowarin Latthasaksir1. 
meanwhile, said that Chat Thai had been approached by 
the faction. ““We didn’t go to them, Lut they came to us,” 
he said. 
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Chaowarin said although Chat Thai executives have not 
formally decided whether to admit opposition dissi- 
dents, “We are not against MPs of other parties as they 
were also elected by the people.” 


Sources said another group planning to break-away 
includes some 20 Ruam Tha: MPs led by veteran poli- 
tician Buntheng Thongswat. 


According to the sources, Buntheng is planning to form a 
new party because of his low profile in the Ruam Thai 
Party. 


However, as Ruam Thai will not dissolve itself. the 
faction cannot defect until the next general election 1s 
called. 


The sources said the Democrat and Social Action parties 
were also wooing MPs of the four parties. The MP’s 
Office Minister Suphatra Masadit was identified as one 
of the Democrat lobbyists, while MP Phinya Chuaiplot 
was said to be lobbying for Social Action. 


The four opposition parties signed the merger agreement 
in February after several postponements caused by dis- 
putes over the leadership of the new party. Despite the 
agreement, many MPs, especially those in the Prach- 
achon Party, have expressed dissatisfaction with the plan 
as the four camps have many overlapping strongholds. 


Leaders of the four parties have publicly said their 
subordinates remained united, but sources said concern 
about possible defections really exists. 


Ruam Thai MP Phinit Chantarasurin quoted Progres- 
sive leader Uthai Phimchaichon as saying angrily 
recently that the name of the Solidarity Party has 
become “a big shame”. 


Phinit said joint meetings of the four parties were 
attended by a declining number of MPs. 


“Khun Uthai said that the party should be named the 
Quality (Khunnaphap) Party, not the Solidarity (Ekkap- 
hap) Party to avoid embarrassment,” Phinit added. 


The Lampang MP said there was rivair, among certain 
groups in the four parties. 


“Many may think they will feel more comfortable in the 
government bloc,” he said. 


Phinit said the increased popularity of the Chat Thai 
Party may be a factor encouraging defections. 


The government has denied the Opposition’s charge that 
it was lobbying for defections in a bid to thwart the 
ambitious merger plan 
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Court Approves Dissolution 
BK 1804084189 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] The Civil Court this morning [18 April], 
announced a verdict issued by the Supreme Court on 14 
Apmil 1989 approving dissolution of the Community 
Action Party, Progressive Party, and Prachachon Party. 


Permanent Secretary of Interior Ministry Phisan Mun- 
lasatsathon, in his capacity as Political Party Registrar, 
submitted a petition to the Civil Court on 2 March, 1989 
for the dissolution of the three political pariies. The 
petition stated that the Community Action Party, Pro- 
gressive Party, and Prachachon Party had submitted 
their proposals to the Political Party Registrar to dis- 
solve the parties. The three parties had appropriately 
followed all the legal procedures. The Civil Court con- 
sidered all the proposals by the three political parties at 
the same time on 27 March and made a recommendation 
to the Supreme Court on 28 March for further consider- 
ation. 


The Supreme Court considered and issued a verdict 
allowing dissolution of the three political parties, on the 
grounds that the rules and regulations of each party allow 
party dissolution, the three parties had appropriately 
followed all legal procedures and appropriately abided 
by the 1981 Political Party Bill, Section 3, Articles 13 
and 46. The Supreme Court ordered the Political Party 
Registrar to further announce the dissolution of the three 
parties in the Royal Gazette. 


Following *he order of the Supreme Court, Political 
Party Registrar Phisan told reporters that a member of a 
dissolved party will have to be affiliated to another 
legally registered political party within a period of 60 
days and must inform the registrar of his membership to 
the new party. Phisan added that the Ruam Thai Party's 
proposal to change the name of the party to Ekkaphap 
Party has already been approved. 


SAP Spokesman Views Government Budget 
BK 1504141589 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
14 Apr 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Commenting on the cabinet’s approval of a 355 
billion baht draft budget bill and its allocatation of 82 
billion baht for investment promotion in order to 
develop the country into a NIC [newly industrialized 
country], Prasop Butsarakham, Udon Thani member of 
Parliament and Social Action Party [SAP] spokesman, 
said that civilized countries do not aim at becoming 
NICs first, but give their budget priority to promoting 
agriculture. He told SIAM RAT he personally disagreed 
with the prime minister on the plan to allocate 82 billion 
baht to develop the country into a NIC while forgetting 
the 39 million poor farmers, because the plan is a big 
leap. Prasop would like to remind the prime minister 
that in creating jobs for the people, the government 
should carry out the following three measures: 
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1. Lift the 2 percent annual rate restriction on employing 
new government officials and increase the rate to 5 
percent in order to provide more jobs for unemployed 
university graduates to work for the country. 


2. If the government dumps money to concentrate on 
turning the country into a NIC, it shows that the govern- 
ment does not love the people equally because at present 
only about 60 families can be called NIC builders. The 
poor farmers have not been taken care of. Therefore, | 
would like the government to allocate half of the 82 
billion baht budget to help the farmers. 


3. The government should provide more money for the 
Bank for Agriculture and Cooperatives so that farmers 
can borrow money from the bank with a 4 percent 
interest rate because farmers need money for invest- 
ment. Currently, the farmers have to borrow money 
from the bank with a 12 percent interest rate while nce 
exporters pay just 4 percent, which is not fair for the 
former. Why can’t it let the businessmen lose as well as 
the farmers? In addition, the government should lift 
taxes levied on agricultural equipment so as to reduce 
the production cost and to guarantee prices for agricul- 
tural products. If the government concentrates only on 
providing a budget for developing the country into an 
NIC, it will create the problem of farmers going into the 
job market, and the NIC group will check labor wages. 
while the government policy of creating jobs by investing 
in the industrial sector will only create slaves for the 
lords. 


“I am sorry to hear the prime minister say that he did not 
know how to help the farmers. It means that the prime 
minister ignores the Agriculture Ministry and does not 
ask the Agriculture Ministry about what the latter 1s 
doing. The prime minister said that each farmer has only 
an average | 5 rai of land, which is insufficient to make a 
living. It shows that the prime minister has gotten wrong 
information, and he has said that industries can be 
established on a smaller area of land. In fact, the people 
in the northeast have an average of 25 rai of land per 
person. If the government promotes comprehensive agri- 
cultural cultivation in farm areas that are not short of 
water and if the government allocates money to build 
water resources, farmers will have water to use the whole 
year. They will not have to migrate to other places. But 
the government does not pay attention to this issue,” 
Prasop said. 


Prasop added he would propose that the Social Action 
Party meet with other government coalition partners on 
plans to help the poor by review of the budget draft bill, 
which has been approved in principle. The government 
coalition parties should give their views on solving the 
country’s problems, not just listen to a certain group 
only. Otherwise, it will look like a case of capitalists 
drafting a budget bill for the capitalists, which is not 
correct, and the people will lose their hope. We have 
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always said that this government comes from the people. 
So it should know which sector of the people is poor, and 
then allocate enough budget to help thern. 


National Operations Center's Powers Viewed 
BK 1604033389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
16 Apr 89 p 7 


[From the “Inprint” column] 


[Text] The National Operations Centre (NOC) inaugu- 
rated by Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan on April 5 
is Clearly no ordinary agency. A key question posed by 
weeklies is: will it work for the benefit of the military or 
the Government? 


KHAO PHISET and LAK THAI stop short of answering 
the question but both are of the opinion that the NOC— 
because of its wide-ranging powers and duties—could 
spell life or death for Prime Minister Chatchai’s Govern- 
ment. 


The NOC, headed by General Panya Singsakda, is 
charged with collecting facts and figures on politics, 
economics and social developments for analysis of future 
trends. It also has to propose solutions to problems and 
pursue how they are undertaken. 


The weeklies note that the NOC is no novel concept as it 
was in the minds of keymen when Gen Kriangsak 
Chamanan and Gen Prem Tinsulanon were prime min- 
ister. The idea previously did not take off because it was 
feared that incumbents would wield excessive influence 
and enjoy too much power. 


In principle, the NOC should be the “tooi” of the prime 
minister or his Government. 


The principle, however, is under question because the 
man who was instrumental in the translation of the idea 
into fact is Gen Panya, a classmate of Army chief Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut. 


Besides the reality of the two being from Class | of the 
elite Chunlachomklao Academy, a crucial member of 
Gen Panya’s staff at the NOC also has close links with 
the Army’s top man. 


Army intelligence chief Major-General Thammarak Itsa- 
rangkun na Ayutthaya, in charge of co-ordinating oper- 
ations and intelligence, reportedly has worked closely 
with Gen Chawe!t in political and intelligence fields 
since he was chief of intelligence for the Fourth Army 
Region. 


According to LAK THAI, “Big Aet™ [Thammarak] was a 
favourite of former prime minister Prem when the latter 
was commander of the Second Army Region. He also 
participated in the drafting of the 66/23 policy to draw 
communists out of the jungle 
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From there he reportedly went onto become intelligence 
chief of the Fourth Army Region where he remained 
until appointed commander of military intelligence in 
October last year. 


His new position at the NOC requries him to co-ordinate 
with the Special Branch, the Central Intelligence Bureau, 
Military Intelligence as well as the National Security 
Council. As these agencies have to report to him, Maj- 
Gen Thammarak effectively holds all national! secrets in 
his hands, LAK THAI notes. 


Given that the main pillars of the NOC are “under 
military control,” KHAO PHISET finds it hard to “stop 
wondering whose tool the NOC 1s.” 


“How can the Government be sure that the NOC will be 
at its service. Here is another instance of full-fledged 
military intervention in politics because the work of the 
NOC concerns all important government business,” it 
says. 


The nomination of Maj-Gen Thammarak to such a key 
post despite his known closeness to Gen Chawalit could 
be seen as a show of strong relations between the latter 
and Gen Chatchai, LAK THAI says. 


But if there is any defecting, Gen Chatchai’s Govern- 
ment surely would not survive. it concludes. 


Development of Democratic Senate Urged 
BK 1804005289 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
18 Apr 89 p 6 


{Editoria’: “A “Rubber Stamp’ or a Meaningful Institu- 
tion?”} 


{Text} Before the end of this week 93 senators whose 
term expires will be replaced by new appointees. Prime 
Minister Gen Chatcha: Chunhawan 1s, under the Con- 
stitution, the one in charge of nominating “qualified” 
people for appointment to the Senate by His Majesty the 
King. During the past few weeks, therefore, the premier 
and his semior staff members have come under intense 
lobbying pressure from many people who believe they 
are “qualified” for the prestigious post in the Senate. 


Government House spokesman Suwit Yotman: dis- 
closed last week that six businessmen had come to see 
him and asked for his help in submitting their names to 
the premier's attentron. Undoubtedly many other busi- 
nessmen must have approached others inside the circle 
of power of the Chatchai administration, such as key 
Cabinet members and senior advisers to the premier, to 
lobby for the senatorial post. 


Personal glory is the primary motive of these people 
wanting to be senators. How much contnbution they will 
be able to make to advance the development of the Tha: 
parliamentary system and democracy seems like a com- 
pletely irrelevant question to them 
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According to some unwritten rule, commanders of major 
military units, senior bureaucrats and senior political 
allies of the government would fill a majority in the 
Senate. The rest would consist of big businessmen and a 
few representatives of the Press, the farmers, the labour 
and the academia. Since a premier has full discretion in 
selecting nominees for the Senat> post, he would use the 
selection as a means of dispensing patronage to his 
maximum political advantage. 


Therefore, it is conceivable that Premier Chatchai will 
nominate his advisers, both the young and the old, for 
appointment to the Senate. Most of his predecessors did 
the same when they had such an opportunity and his 
successors will too if the selection process remains 


unchanged. 


Histoncally the Senate has been relegated the role of a 
mere “rubber stamp” in approving government's bills. 
Thus the selection process is baced chiefly on a premier’s 
discretion, and presumably the discretion of his men 
responsible for screening names of “qualified” people. 


During the premiership of Gen Prem Tinsulanon the 
Senate began to exert some influence in opposing a few 
government's bills each year, especially those that Gen 
Prem didn't like but wouldn't want to block personally 
and msk dissent in his fragile coalition governrnent. 


The retiring 93 senators are one-third of the tota] num- 
ber of senators, the remaining two-thirds were all nom- 
inated and appointed during the Prem administrations. 
It is still difficult to foretell how much these senators will 
see eye to eye with the Chatcha: administration on key 
legislative issues in the upcoming new parliamentary 
session next month. 


Among the 93 retiring senators is Senate President Uknit 
Mongkonnawin. The election of a new Senate president 
by senators will hr < good indicator of how much 
influence the Chatc’:: administration has over the Sen- 
ate. Normall; , the one favoured by the ruling adminis- 
tration 1s elected to be Senate president. who is, ex 
officio, president of the National Assembly (Parliament). 


If the Chatchai administration wants to usher in a new 
era of democracy in Thailand, it should initiate to 
improve the selection process and the role of the Senate 
to make them in accordance with democratic principles. 
The goal should be the development of the Senate into a 
democratic institution with meaningful legislative cole 


Let’s make the lobbying of big businessmen for senato- 
nal appointment a thing of the past and devise a new 
process whereby only truly qualified people are selected 
to the Senate. Those brilliant young advisers to the 
premier should be able to tell the premier how to go 
about achieving this nobie goal 


76 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Vietnam 


Nguyen Van Linh To Visit Miescow for 3 Days 
BK 1804083689 Hong Kong AFP in English 0825 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi, Apr! 18 (AFP}—Vietnamese Communist 
Party chief Nguyen Van Linh is to visit Moscow for talks 
with Soviet leaders on relations between the allies in 
light of a Sino-Soviet rapprochement. sources said here 
Tuesday. 


An official Vietnamese source said Mr. Linh would pay 
a working visit to Moscow on his way to Cuba for an 
official visit. He did not give dates for the trip. 


Eastern European sources said that Mr. Linh would 
leave here for Moscow on Thursday and would stay in 
the Soviet capital for three days 


They added that the Vietnamese party secretary-general 
would meet Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 


The sources said that Mr. Linh’s talks with Soviet 
officials would focus on relations between Hanoi and 
Moscow and the impact on bilateral ties arising from a 
thaw in relations between the Soviet Union and C ina. 


Mr. Gorbachev is due to visit Be1rjying from May 15 to 18 
for talks with Chinese leaders, including Deng Xiaoping. 


China fought a brief border war with Vietnam follow ing 
the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia in Decem .«r 
1978 and the ousting of the Bet:ng-backed Khmer 
Rouge government in Phnom Penh 


Soviet Spokesman Cited on Cambodia Issue 
BK 1404062789 Hanoi Domestic Service in \ietnamese 
0500 GMT 14 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Speaking at a news conference on the afternoon of 
i2 Apnil, Comrade Gerasimov, head of the Soviet For- 
eign Ministry’s Information Department. stressed: Alt 
present the important thing 1s to cease al) mulitary 
assistance to the opposing Cambodian factions, end 
outside interference, and ensure that the genocidal Pol 
Pot regime will not oe restored and that a civil war will 
not break out in Cambodia following the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops. All this will help create a new situa- 
tion in solving regional issues 


Electric Network Enlarged With Soviet Assistance 
BK 1304084389 Hanoi VNA in Enelish 0720 GMT 13 
4pr 8Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Apnl | 3—Work has started on the 
expansion on the electric network contro! center mn Ho 
Chi Minh City with Soviet assistance 
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Under an agreement with the Sovie: Union. the latter 
will help design and provide technical equipment for the 
center, including the computation section. 


When completed, the center will be able to control the 
e:ttnbution and transmission of electricity and handle 
any technical trouble in the power grid of Southern 
Vietnam even with the operation of the 400 mw-Tn An 
hydroelectric power plant and the 360 mw-Ham Thuan 
hydroelectric power station 


Indochinese Statement on Troop Pullout Reported 


Made Public in U.S. 
BK 1404133389 Hanoi International Service in Enelich 
1000 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] On Wednesday [12 April] Vietnamese Ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations Tnnh Xuan Lang introduced 
the Apri 5 joint declaration of the three Indochinese 
countnes on the total withdrawal of Vietnamese volun- 
teer forces from Kampuchea by September 1989 to 
representatives of the Communist Party of the U.S.A: 
the Jount Commutiece of Solidarity With Vietnam. Laos. 
and Kampuchea: some social organizations, and the 
press circle 


Concerning the UN role toward the Kampuchean issue. 
Ambassador Trinh Xuan Lang said that so long as the 
UN recognized the Democratic Kampuchea and so long 
as the Pol Pot genocidal clique stull occupied Kampu- 
chean seat at the United Nations, the organization has 
no role .a the settlement of the Kampuchean issue. 


Asked about the contribution of the peace forces in the 
United States to a solution to the Kampuchean issue. 
Ambassador Imnh Xuan Lang sand that at present it is 
necessary to Continue to insist on an end to all military 
aid to Kampuch-an opposing factions, especially the 
Khmer Rouge. .: d to bring those who committed geno- 
cide in Kam.  ~ 4a to an international court 


Viewed as Having ‘Positive Effect’ 
BA 1404142589 Hanoi International Service 


n English 1000 GMT 14 Apr 89 
[Station “Opinion” on Indochinese Countries’ Joint 
Statement on Total Vietnamese Troop Withdrawal 


From Cambodia] 


[Text] The decision of Vietnam, Laos, and the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea for the total withdrawal! of 
Vietnamese Army volunteers from Kampuchea by the 
end of September this vear has had a positive effect on 
the process of the settlement of the Kampuchean issue 


after the announcement of this decision. 
‘odom Sihanouk confirmed at he will 
i Hun Sen in Jakarta mm early next month 
Said this decision 1s a warning to 
Australian Prime Monister Robert 


One week 


Samdech 


“ch Srhanouk 
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Hawk termed the decision a hopeful step in Kampuchean 
history. Those concerned with the Kampuchean rssue but 
do not follow this direction will certainly muss the train 
Even in the past, Sihanouk’s attitude was not always in 
conformity with Kampuchean people's aspiration. When 
Vietnam announced a concrete timetable for its troop 
pullout from Kampuchea, Sihanouk’s confi~mation of his 
coming meeting with Chairman Hun Sen in Jakarta 1s also 
a positive action. Sihanouk’s confirmation of his coming 
meeting with Chairman Hun Sen 1s encouraging to those 
people who are concerned about the Kampuchean issue 
because when Vietnam completed its troop pullout from 
Kampuchea, the solution of the Kampuchean issue wil! 
depend on the Kampuchean groups 


Moreover, the internal affairs of Kampuchea musi be 
solved by the Kampucheans themselves. People’s hopes 
are rising about the prospect for the successful settlement 
of the Kampuchean internal affairs which might come 
from the coming Hun Sen-Sihanouk meeting 


At present, the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 1s ready 
and determined to solve the Kampuchean issue. Chair- 
man Hun Sen declared that the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea will make any concession which do not 
prejudice the interest of the country and the Kampu- 
chean people in order to solve as quickly as possible the 
internal affairs. Therefore, the solving of this problem 
especially depends on the attitude of Mr Sihanouk 


Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach also 
said that the position of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
depends on his attitude. Whether 11 goes along with the 
Kampuchean people or with Pol Pot against the Kam- 
puchean people. we hope that Mr Sihanouk will make a 
posit«s¢ contmbution to solving the Kampuchean issue 
in conformity with the interest of the _Kampuchean 
people and the country 


SRV Hopes To Cut Army Size After Withdrawal 
BK 1704125689 London BBC World Service in English 
1200 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[From the “Newsree!l™ program] 


[Text] A semor* etnamese military officer. Lieutenant 
General Le Kha Phieu. has been giving details of changes 
to Vietnam's military policies mn the light of the with- 
drawal of its forces from Cambodia. which 1s due to be 
completed by September. The general. in an interview 
with the BBC. said that Vietnam wanted to reduce 
drastically the size of its Army. but that would depend on 
the establishment of lasting peace in the region. Our 
Southeast Asia correspondent Michael! Williams sent 
this report 


[Begin Willams recording] Gen Phieu is one of Viet- 
nam’'s most expenenced generals. Until June last year. he 
was deputy commander of Vietnam's military forces in 
Cambodia. Now his major preoccupation 1s with the 
problem of demobilizing the soldiers returning home 
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trom Cambodia and reducing the size of Vietnam's 
Army. Currently estimated to be one of the largest 
armies in the world, with more than | million men, Gen 
Phieu said that an ideal figure for the future might be an 
army of 500,000 men. He stressed, however, that this 
was still a long way off and could only come about if 
there was true peace and regional stability in Southeast 
Asia. Tension along Vietnam's border with China was 
now much reduced and Vietnam had been withdrawing 
forces from the border since 1986. Compared to the 
Situation in 1979 when Vietnam fought a bnef and 
bloody border war with China, Vietnamese troops had 
already been reduced by 75 percent. Many of the troops 
withdrawn from the north as well as those pulled out of 
Cambodia have been demobilized. Those who came 
from the countryside were guaranteed jobs and land on 
their return home. Others would become laborers in 
other socialist countries, principally Czechoslovakia and 
the Soviet Union. [end recording] 


Protocol on Goods Exchange Signed With Cambodia 
BK 1804030489 Hanoi WNA in English 1503 GMT 
17 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Hanoi: VNA April 17—A protocol on goods 
exchange between border provinces of Vietnam and 
Kampuchea was signed in Phnom Penh on April 16. 


Signatories to the protocol were Hoang Minh Thang, 
member of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee and minister of home trade, and Tang Saroem, 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee and minister of commerce. 


Under the protocol, all the state-run economic organiza- 
tions in the border provinces may exchange goods pro- 
duced in the two countries under the guidance of their 
respective responsible organs and that state-run and 
collective trading units of the two countries may set up 
joint ventures to produce goods for export and exchange. 


PRC Embassy Cadres Visit Chinese Heroes Graves 
BK1204085589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 11 Apr 89 


[Text] On the occasion of Thanh Minh Festival [Memo- 
rial Day], the Vietnam-China Friendship Association 
has recently arranged for cadres of the Chinese Embassy 
to visit the graves of Chinese fallen heroes who died in 
Vietnam at Bach Bac District, Hanoi Municipality, and 
Quang Trach District, Binh Tri Thien Province. 


Taxing PRC Border Goods Trade Discussed 


BK 1504132489 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT Apr 8&9 


[Text] The Finance Ministry recently held a conference 
in the city of Lang Son to discuss measures to implement 
directives issued by the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers on collecting tax on goods exchanged across 
the border. Voice of Vietnam correspondents reported. 
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The conference was briefed by representatives of Lang 
Son, Cao Bang, and Quang Ninh Provinces on their 
initial experience in organizing the collection of tax on 
goods sold across the Chinese-Vietnamese border. In 
Lang Son Province in particular, owing to the active 
guidance of the provincial party and people's commit- 
tees, the industrial and trade tax service, working in close 
coordination with the public security and Border 
Defense Forces, managed to collect in 2 months more 
than 600 million dong of noncommercial goods sold 
across the Chinese-Vietnames border 


Addressing the conference, Vice Finance Minister Tran 
Tieu clearly spelled out the basic contents of the direc- 
tives of the chairman of the Council of Ministers on 
controlling commodities exchanged across the Sino- 
Vietnamese border and the measures taken to help the 
provinces concerned effectively organize the collection 
of tax on noncommercial goods and duties at various 
ports of entry and border markets as well as in inland 
areas, thereby preventing collection shortfalls. Espe- 
cially, he expounded the need to set up fixed and mobile 
checkpoints in various provinces to control and prevent 
speculation and smuggling. 


State Council Confers Awards on Lao Leaders 
BK 1204160589 Hanoi VNA in English 1513 GMT 
12 Apr 8&9 } 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Apr. 12—The Vietnamese State 
Council has decided to confer the “Gold Star” Order, the 
highest distinction of the country, on Phoumi Vongvi- 
chit, Politburo member of the Lao People’s Revolution- 
ary Party (LPRP) Central Committee and acting presi- 
dent of Laos, and Nouhak Phoumsavan, Politburo 
member of the LPRP Central Committee and first 
vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers, on the occa- 
sion of their 80th and 75th birthdays respectively. 


The conferment was made in acknowlehgement of their 
great contributions to fostering and strengthening the 
special solidarity and friencship and all-round coopera- 
tion between the states and peoples of Vietnam and 
Laos. 


Cooperation With Lao Provinces Enhanced 
BK 1304080589 Hanoi VNA in English 0710 GMT 
13 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April | 3—Vietnam’s Quang Nam-Da 
Nang Province has since early this year signed many 
economic contracts with Lao provinces. 


These contracts provide for the building of a market- 
place at Thakhek in Khammouane Province, the selling 
of Vietnamese woollen carpets at the friendship shop of 
Savannakhet Province, the building and mending of 
roads in and delivery of goods to Saravane Province. 
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Friendship Activities Reviewed 
BK 1304075189 Hanoi VNA in English 0700 GM1 
/3 4pr AY 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 13—The Executive Committee 
of the Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association met in an 
enlarged session here yesterday with its president Hoang 
Truong Minh in the chair to review its work and discuss 
programs of action in the time to come. 


Besides traditional friendship activities, the association 
will help Vietnamese economic establishments and orga- 
nizations to raise the effectiveness of their economic and 
cultural cooperation with Lao counterparts in the com- 
ing penod. 


Ceremony Marks Consulate General Opening in Laos 
BK 1804140489 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 16 Apr 89 


{Text} On Il Aprml Comrade Ngo Tan, Vietnamese 
consul general in Pakse, Champassak Province [Laos], 
held a ceremony to open Vietnam’s Consulate General 
there. 


Attending the ceremony were Comrade Sounthon Thep- 
asa, member of the LPRP [Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party] Central Committee, secretary of the provincial 
party committee, and chairman of the Champassak 
Province Administrative Committee. 


Thai Minister on Investment in Indochina 
BK 1304154489 Hanoi VNA in English 1510 GMT 
13 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 13—Thai Finance Minister 
Pramuan Saphawasu said he will support Thai banks 
setting up branches or representative offices in the 
indochinese countries, reports Thailand’s paper 
BANGKOK POST on April 8. 


Asked to comment on Singapore’s decision to ban Sin- 
gaporean investment in Vietnam, the Thai finance min- 
ister pointed out that such a move did not concern 
Thailand. “We will continue to prommte investement in 
Indochina including Vietnam, since that will certainly 
benefit the Thai people in general,’ he added. 


Goods Exchange Protocols With CSSR, Romania 
BK 1304040489 Hanoi VNA in English 1515 GMT 
12 Apr 89 


'Text]) Hanoi VNA April 12—Vietnam’s Ministry of 
Home Trade and its Czechoslovak and Romanian coun- 
terparts have signed protocols on goods exchanges in 
which their bilateral total trade value will increase 
between 20-40 percent this year. 


The signing took place during the visits to Czechoslova- 
kia and Romania by a delegation of the Ministry of 
Home Trade led by its Vice Minister Le Xuan Binh 
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Joint Investments With Hungary in Shoes Enterprise 
BK 1604083989 Hanoi VNA in English 0707 GMT 
16 Apr 89 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 16—SAGODA, a shoes enter- 
prise set up with joint investments from a shoes company 
of Ho Chi Minh City and the Szigstvar Shoes Factory of 
Hungary, has started operation with two production chains 
for making 600,000 pairs of shoes a year. 


It has been developed from a workshop making shoe 
uppers on contract with Hungary. Now, the enterprise 1s 
making shoes with models and materials provided by the 
Hungarian side 


Further on Talks With British Envoy 
BK 1504005189 Bangkok THE NATION tr: English 
15 Apr 89 p 2 


[Excerpts] Vietnam’s recent announcement of a total 
troop withdrawal from Kampuchea by the end of Sep- 
tember this year 1s “unclear” and left an impression that 
the promised pullout might be conditional, a senior 
British official said yesterday. 


“Il was told that this withdrawal was neither conditional 
nor unconditional,” said Lord Glenarthur, minister of 
state for foreign and Commonwealth affairs. 


He said Hanoi referred to other issues along with its 
April 5 announcement on the early withdrawal. He said 
they include the composition of an international control 
mechanism to verify the pullout and the cessation of 
foreign arms support for Khmer factions. 


Lord Glenarthur, the first British minister to visit Viet- 
nam, held talks with Premier Do Muoi, Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach and other ministers during his April 
9-14 trip to Hanoi. 


He told a news conference in Bangkok he believes the 
international control mechanism 1s negotiable and the 
Vietnamese will be flexible on the issue. 


“The question of the international control commission 
was not one that was made on a take-it-or-leave-it basis,” 
he said. [passage omitted] 


On the international control mechanism, Vietnam pro- 
posed the revival of the International Control and Super- 
vision Commission for the implementation of the 1954 
Geneva agreements on Kampuchea comprising India, 
Poland and Canada. It also suggested the inclusion of 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and a personal 
representative of the UN secretary general 


Lord Glenarthur said Hano: also asked for Britain's 
participation in the proposed commission, but that he 
gave a non-committal answer 
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However, he said in a prepared speech that Britain 
prefers a United Nations force. “The United Nations is 
in most respects now the most appropriate body in the 
international peacekeeping field.” 


“The question of whether or not they'll live up to the 
intention they have described to withdraw is a matter 
that can be judged in time,” he said in answering a 
question. 


The Brit.sh minister said his visit to Vietnam was 
prompted by the recent “encouraging signs” on the peace 
process to settle the Kampuchean conflict. ““The visit 
turns the page on the minimal relations that have existed 
between the UK and the SRV (Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam) since the latter’s creation in 1976.” [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday 
said he was not aware of the US objection to Prime 
Minister Chatchai Chunhawan’s initiative of direct talks 
with Premier Hun Sen of the Phnom Penh regime. 


He said the report which quoted unidentified US offi- 
cials as showing the disapproval might have been per- 
sonal opinions and not the views of the US administra- 
tion. 


French Prime Minister’s Adviser Dubois Visits 
BK 1804022689 Hanoi VNA in English 1450 GMT 
17 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April | 7—Michel Dubois, adviser to 
the French prime minister in charge of third world 
countries, visited Vietnam from April 6-17. 


He was accompanied by Christian Levy, specialist in 
charge of external affairs of the French Ministry of 
Equipement and Housing. 


While in Hanoi, Mr Dubois was received by Nguyen Co 
Thach, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers. He 
discussed with the Foreign Ministry and the Ministries 
of External Economic Relations, Construction and Com- 
munications and Transport, the State Commission for 
Foreign Cooperation and Investment, the State Commis- 
sion for Sciences and Technology and the General 
Department of Civil Aviation, the possibilities for coop- 
eration between the two countries. 


The French diplomat also visited Hue City and Danang 
Town in central Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh City. 


Oil Accord Signed With UK-French Firm 
BK 1404155189 Hanoi VNA in English 1500 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 14—A contract on oil explora- 
tion and exploitation was signed at the Government 
Guest House today by the Vietnamese National Oil and 
Gas Company (PETROVIETNAM) and a French- 
British corporation, Company Europe Pomyoleum 
(C.E.P.) and Enterprise Oil 
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This 1s the fifth product-sharing contract on oil explora- 
tion and exploitation signed with foreign companies 
since the law on foreign investment in Vietnam was 
adopted by the Vietnamese National Assembly in 
December 1987. 


Under the contract, C.E.P. and Enterprise O1l will invest 
100 percent of the capital and will take all risks during 
the geo-physical and geological surveys, the drilling of 
exploration and the exploitation of oil over an area of 
about 9,000 square kilometres off the coast of southern 
Vietnam. The term of the contract is 25 years. In the first 
five years, the corporation will spend 60 million U.S. 
dollars. If oil is found, it will continue to invest money 
and technology to expand exploitation, and will retrieve 
its capital and share profits according to normal inter- 
national practice and on the principle of mutual benefit. 
Signatories were Truong Thien, director of the General 
Department of Oil and Natural Gas a-d president of 
PETROVIETNAM, Gramham Jame Haerne, chairman 
of Enterprise Oil, and Michel Doumeng, chairman of 
C.E.P. 


Present at the signing ceremony were representatives of 
the Office of the Council of Ministers, the Foreign 
Ministry, the Ministry of External Economic Relations, 
the Ministry of Finance, the State Planning Commission, 
the State Bank, the General Department of Oil and 
Natural Gas, the French and British ambassadors and 
representatives of other concerned offices. 


French-Sponsored ‘Informatics College’ Proposed 
BK 1404080889 Hanoi VNA in English 0707 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 14—A project for an informat- 
ics college in Hanoi has been submitted to the Vietnam- 
ese and French Governments. 


This was the outcome of recent talks between professors 
of the Hanoi Polytechnic and their French colleagues 
from Nice University. The projected college will be at 
national level placed under the Ministry of Secondary 
Vocational and Higher Education and the Education 
Ministry. It will train specialists in informatics and 
management and receive financial and technical assis- 
tance from France and international organizations. Les- 
sons will be given in French, and the staff will include 
Vietnamese and French professors and lecturers from 
other countries. 


The college will take in secondary-school students. For- 
eign students may apply for enrollment. 


The programme, lasting eight years, 1s divided into three 
grades. A student will have to complete all the three 
grades to become an engineer. To obtain a doctor's 
degree, he has to pass two more grades 
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Many noted French professors and specialist are 
expected to take part in the advisory council and in the 
French sponsoring committee. 


Vo Nguyen Giap’s Activities in India Reported 
BK 1504153589 Hanoi VNA in English 1450 GMT 
15 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Apri! | 5—General Vo Nguyen Giap, 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, arrived in 
New Delhi on April 10 for an official visit as guest of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 


He was welcomed on his arrival by M.S. Solank:, minis- 
ter of planning and vice chairman of the Indian Planning 
Commission, and other senior Indian officials. 


Vietnamese Ambassador Vu Xuan Ang and other mem- 
bers of the Vietnamese Embassy were also on hand. 


On April 12, Gen Vo Nguyen Giap and his party laid 
wreaths at memorials dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and the late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. 


The same day, he conferred with the Indian Planning 
Commission on India’s strategy for socioecomomic 
development and its experiences in economic construc- 
tion and development, and met a number of Indian 
scientists. 


On April 13 afternoon, Gen Vo Nguyen Giap was 
received by Indian President R. Venkataraman. The 
Vietnamese general conveyed to the Indian president the 
best regards from party General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh and State Council President Vo Chi Cong and their 
sincere thanks to the Indian Government and people for 
their valuable assistance to Vietnam's national construc- 
tion and economic development. He expressed the Viet- 
namese people's desire to further enhance the friendship 
and economic, scientific and technical cooperation 
between the two countries in the wake of the recent 
Indian visit by party General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh. For his part, President R. Venkataraman 
expressed the Indian people’s warm feelings toward and 
deep admiration for the Vietnamese people’s struggle for 
national independence and freedom in the past as well as 
their national construction at present. 


President R. Venkataraman highly appreciated the latest 
well-meaning decision of Vietnam to pull out its Army 
volunteers from Kampuchea by the end of this Septem- 
ber, saying that it would make important contributions 
to achieving a political solution to the Kampuchea issue. 
For its part, he said, India would do all it could to help 
reach that solution. He asked Gen Vo Nguyen Giap to 
convey his high regards to party General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh and State Council President Vo Chi 
Cong. 
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The same day, Vice President S.D Sharma received Gen 
Vo Nguyen Giap. 


Le Quang Dao Receives Various Ambassadors 


Meets With Italian, Burmese Envoys 
BK 1504025989 Hanoi VNA in English 1518 GMT 
14 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 14—Le Quang Dao, chairman 
of the National Assembly, received here today Italian 
Ambassador Maurizio Teucci and Burmese Ambassador 
Aye Kyaw who paid him countesy visits. 


Meets With Mongolian, DPRK Envoys 
BK 1604084589 Hanoi VNA in English 0708 GMT 
16 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 16—Chairman of the National 
Assembly Le Quang Dao received on Saturday [15 April] 
Mongolian Ambassador Gelegiyn Adiyaa who paid him 
a farewell visit before ending his term of office in 
Vietnam. 


The same day, Le Quang Dao received DPRK Ambas- 
sador Yi Hong who paid him a courtesy visit. 


Seminar on Technology Transfer Opens in Hanoi 
BK 1404085489 Hanoi VNA in English 0710 GMT 
14 Apr 8&9 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 14 (OANA-ECOVNA)}—A 
week-long seminar on licensing and technology transfer 
arrangements was opened here on Thursday [13 April]. 


The seminar is cosponsored by the Vietnamese Bureau 
for Promotion and Development of Industrial Property 
Activities (INVESTIP), the National Office on Invest- 
ments (NOI), the World Industrial Property Organiza- 
tion (WIPO), and the Hanoi-based United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 


The 260 participants hail from various concerned offices 
and services throughout the country. 


The seminar, the first of its kind in Vietnam, dwelt on 
fundamental skill in the signing and implementation of 
the licensing and technology transfer arrangements in 
service of joint venture and foreign investment in Viet- 
nam. 


Lecturers to the seminar include Ngo Ba Thanh, chair- 
man of the National Assembly Legislative Committee 
and head of the INVESTIP Board of Advisors; Nguyen 
Xuan Oanh, government advisor on economy and advi- 
sor to INVESTIP; Luu Quang Dat, director of the 
Foreign Trade Institute; Michel Blakeney, senior Cana- 
dian specialist of the WIPO Asia and the Pacific Office: 
and four others from Australia, Britain, Sweden and 
India. 
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Prominent among foreign guests at the opening cere- 
mony were Tore Rose, deputy representative of UNDP. 
and Marylene Spezzati, assistant to the UN representa- 
tive in Hanoi 


Party Journal Editorial on CPV Plenum 
BK 1804085589 Hanoi VNA in Enelish 0727 GMT 
Is ipr SY 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 18—Under the titic “Step Up 
Renovation on the Basis of Main Principles, the “TAP 
CHI CONG SAN” (COMMUNIST REVIEW) in its 
April issue ran an editorial analyzing the conclusions of 
the sixth plenum of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee held from March 20-29 


Following are the main points of the editorial 


The sixth plenum ts one of the most important held since 
the sixth party congress because it laid down the main 
principles for renovation work in the country. These 
principles are the basis for the unity of mind and action 
in the entire party and people, and a firm guarantee that 
renovation will not deviate from the socialist path 


These principles are 


|—Advancing to socialism 1s the inexorable way of our 
country and the judicious choice of President Ho Chi 
Minh and of our party. The building of a socialist 
Vietnam is the objective and ideal of our party and 
people. Renovation, far from altering the socialist obyec- 
tive 1s aimed at effectively achieving this objective 
through correct concepts about socialism, in appropriate 
torms and with appropriate steps and measures 


2—Marxisn-Leninism 1s always the ideological basis of 
Our party guiding the entire revolutionary cause of our 
people. Renovation of thinking 1s aimed at overcoming 
incorrect concepts and enriching the correct perceptions 
of the era and socialism while creatively applying and 
developing the principles of Marxism-Leninism instead 
of abando ing them 


3—To renew organizational work and the forms of 
activity of the political system is aimed at strengthening 
the leadership of the party, the efficiency of state man- 
agement and promoting the people’s right to mastery, in 
other words, strengthening and increasing the efficiency 
of proletarian dictatorship and making the political 
Organizations or system function with more dynamism 
and efficacity. 


4—The party’s leadership is the decisive factor for our 
people’s ccuse of bullding and defending our socialist 
motherland. We must criticize the tendencies to negate 
or lower the party’s leadership while listening to and 
welcoming all frank criticisms of the shortcomings in the 
party's leadership and party building work. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


5—Democracy must be expanded to all domains of 
social life. To promote the people's right to mastery 1s at 
the same time a motive force and an incentive in 
building socialism. Democracy here 1s socialist democ- 
racy, not capitalist democracy. It must be carried out 
along with centralism, discipline, the sense of responsi- 
bility of citizens and law observance. It must be a guided 
democracy so that it may be developed in the right 
direction and by democratic means. Democracy 1s 
applied to the people, while strict punishment must be 
meted out to the saboteurs of the revolutionary gains, 
security and public order and safety 


6—Combining patriotism with proletarian internation- 
alism and socialist internationalism, combining the 
strength of the nation with that of the era in the new 
conditions 


It is true that to have a firm theoretical basis for 
renovation, our party has to clearly define the socialist 
pattern in Vietnam, its steps and forms as well as the 
concrete materialization of these steps in the transitional 
period towards socialism in our country. This ts a very 
logical demand in order to build a conprehensive polit- 
ical programme, which 1s actually what the party Politi- 
cal Bureau 1s actively doing in the light of the resolution 
of the sixth party congress. The sixth plenum of the party 
Central Committee held in late March this year as a 
regular meeting could not satisfy this demand 


However, the generalisation at the plenum of the initial 
but important results obtained in the implementation of 
the resolution of the sixth party congress over the past 
two years whereby to lay down the six principles as basis 
for the next steps and tasks of our current process of 
renovation has obviously removed the worries from not 
a few people about the progress of socialist construction 
in Our country. As a matter of fact, this 1s also a most 
practical and positive preparation for building the polit- 
ical programme of the party. 


Unlike the bourgeois revolution, the proletarian revolu- 
tion begins in earnest only after the seizure of power. 
There lies actually the meaning of Lenin’s theory on 
continual revolution. Proletarian dictatorship is the 
power in the transitional period towards socialism. Viet- 
nam has embarked on the socialist revolution in a special 
circumstance characterized by not only a small-scale and 
backward economy but also by a successive of extremely 
devastating wars rarely seen in the world. As a result, to 
find out an appropriate pattern for socialism in Vietnam 
cannot be the work of a few years. Accordingly, our 
party's errors and mistakes made in the course of social- 
ist construction are not unexplainable. Only we have to 
give scientific explanations to draw really useful lessons. 
Of course, not all these errors are inevitable, but it is 
obvious that many of them are hard to avoid if they are 
placed in their concrete historical background. 
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Renovation is actually to step by step find oul a correct 
pattern for socialism in Vietnam in order to achieve 
success for each objective, short and long term alike. The 
implementation of sixth congress resolution over the 
past two years and more shows that renovation must 
begin from the thinking of each person, but its success 
will depend on the entire people, on the party's line and 
leadership. The watchword “The people are the root” 
actually means to consider the political awareness of the 
masses aS a motive force, and to rely on strength of this 
awareness in all actions. 


The six fundamental principles laid down tn ths resolu- 
tion of the sixth Central Committee's plenum [as 
received] is an organic system to guide our actions along 
the one and only direction: socialism. Socialism radically 
differs from capitalism by the public ownership of pro- 
duction means, the absence of exploitation of man by 
man, the absence of unemployment. and democracy for 
everyone associated with social equity based on the 
principle “from each according to his abilities and to 
each according to his work.” That's why socialism is the 
most humane society in which all comes from man and 
returns to man and for the overall development of man 
There lies the superiority of socialism over capitalism 
No one has ever accepted a “socialism of the poor” or a 
“barracks socialism.” Such a socialism obviously is not 
comparable to capitalism. To advance to socialism wor- 
thy of this name there must be a developed economy, 
and advanced culture and modern civilization. To reach 
this objective, a transitional period is needed 


The transitional period, according to Lenin, “means that 
in the present system there are stil] components, parts 
and portions of both socialism and capitalism.” That 
regime iS a socialist regime in the sense that “we are 
resolved to advance to socialism and by no means 
implies that we already recognize the present economic 
system as the socialist system? The power in that regime 
belongs to the state of proletarian dictatorship which ts 
essentially constituted by the sense of organisation anf 
discipline of the working people and their vanguard 
brigade, of their only leader who is the proletarian class 
represented by the communist party. Its aim is to build 
socialism. Democracy in that regime 1s socialist democ- 
racy, Lenin has time and again stressed that the essence 
of proletarian dictatorship is socialist democracy (also 
called proletarian democracy). 


The resolution of the sixth plenum points out that the 
policy on t multisectorial economy is long lasting strate- 
gic policy reflecting the democratic charater in the eco- 
nomic field. The private economic sectors will end their 
role as soon as they cease to develop their effect. 


To recognize the existence and development of the 
private economic sectors must go alongside economic 
and educational measures to guide them to invest mainly 
in production and services catering for production, set 
restrictions to their commercial and restaurant busi- 
nesses, effect state control and supervision, and step by 


83 
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Step bring their activities into the socialist orbit. General 
Secretary Nguyen Van Linh has pointed out: “Through 
the process of utilization, management, adjustment 
investigation and control by the socialist state, we shall 
orient the capitalist economy into the high or low forms 
of state capitalism. That is the way to carry out socialist 
transformation pratically and effectively. It 1s not neces- 
Sary tg use the word “reform™ that might frighten others 
in view of the still haunting memories. The simplistic 
and crude method has led to a retrogress of the produc- 
tive force of the individval and capitalist economics 
which remain very necessary to our society.” 


The sixth resolution « the party Central Committee has 
concretized and developed the ideas of the sixth party 
congress. The six basic principles laid down in the 
resolution are the concretization of the political and 
ideological onentation of the congress, and the compass 
for the renovation of our party 


Politburo Members Chair Hanoi Cadre Conference 
BK 1404080089 Hanoi VNA in English 0713 GMI 
4 Apr &Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 14—A conference was held 
here on April 10-13 for party and government officials to 
study the resolution of the sixth plenum of the CPV 
Central Committee on the implementation of the sixth 
party Congress’ resolution over the past two years and on 
orientations and tasks for the next three year 


Dao Duy Tung, who chaired the conference together 
with two other Politburo members—Do Muo: and 
Nguyen Thanh Binh—reviewed results obtained in the 
execution of the party resolution, particularly on the 
economic plane, and in the broadening of democracy, in 
the reorientation of strategy in defence, security and 
foreign affairs and in the renovation of party organiza- 
tion. 


For key tasks for the coming years, he pointed to the 
following: 


Firstly, to curb and bring inflation under control, sec- 
ondly, to maintain peace and create conditions in which 
to develop the country steadily; thirdly, to continue 
broadening democracy, and rapidly renovate the organi- 
zation and mode of operation of party and government 
offices and mass organizations; and fourthly, to 
strengthen the party politically, ideologically and orga- 
nizationally, and renovate the contents and mode of 
leadership. 


The conference also heard reports on the three economic 
programmes and on financial and banking activities 


FBIS-EAS-89-073 
18 April 1989 


Do Viuoi, Other Leaders Attend 
BAK 1404032089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 13 Apr &Y 


[Text] The Secretariat of the party Central Committee 
held a cadre conference in Hanoi from 10 to 13 April to 
disseminate and study the resolution of the sixth plenum 
of the Sixth CPV Central Committee, to review the 
implementation of the sixth party congress resolution, to 
discuss Orientations and tasks for the next 3 years, and to 
study Comrade General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh’'s 
closing speech at the sixth plenum. A large number of 
leaders and cadres in charge of various organs, depart- 
ments, sectors, and mass organizations at the central 
level: provincial and city party leaders: and cadres in 
charge of the party committ ectly subordinate to 
the party Central ( ommitte ‘ed the conference 


( omrades Do Muoi, Nguyen Thanh Binh, and Dao Duy 
Tung—all members of the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau—personally relayed to the participants 
the contents of the resolution of the party Central 
( ommittee s sixth plenum 


Council Issues Decision on Economic Cooperation 


BK 1704141589 Hanoi Dom Service in lietnamese 
300 GMI IS Apr &9 

| Text] To promote the decisionmaking right in produc- 
tron and business of various economic, trade, produc- 
tion ulation, and service units and organizations, on 
14 Ay the Council of Ministers issued Decision No 38 


ng Stipulations governing economic cooperation 
ilation, and service activities. The 


Mauction, cir 


dec isiOon SaVvs 


L nits engaging in economic cooperation are those with 
adequate juridical personnel irrespective of their rela- 
t relations of subordination to the 
State Management in accordance with the economic and 
cal sectors concerned or with territorial divisions. 


rhe ; enmerchin ° 
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tec h nM 


An economic unit Can join various economic organiza- 
tions at the same time provided it observes the regula- 
tions on the operation of these organizations 


When participating in economic cooperation, such units 
will not lose their decisionmaking right nor will they be 
exempted from any obligations toward the state in 
accordance with the law or from any obligations toward 
those economic contracts which they have already signed 
with other units 


Cabinet Decision on Bank Interest Rates Released 
BK 1504155589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 15 Apr 8&9 


[Text] The Vietnam State Bank held a press conference 
this afternoon in Hanoi to make public the Council of 
Ministers’ Decision No 39 and the bank’s decision on 
interest rates for bank deposits and loans vis-a-vis pro- 
duction and economic units 
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The decision stipulates the following 


—Interest rates for deposits: 4 percent per month for 
checking accounts of economic organizations and units, 
and 5.8 percent per month for 3-month time deposits of 
economic Organizations and units 


—Interest rates for bank loans 


Preferential loans given in accordance with terms stipu- 
lated by the state: Interest rates for fixed and liquid 
capital loans will be set at 5.95 percent per month 


The rate of 6 percent per month shall be applied tor 
capital loans for foodgrain and salt production organiza- 
tions, machinery plants, shipbuilding factories, book and 
magazine publishing houses including book and maga- 
zine import and export organizations, movie making and 
publishing organizations, and those organizations deal- 
ing in salt and foodgrain 


The rate of 6.1 percent per month shall be applied for 
engineering Organizations and those organizations deal- 
ing in fertilizer and insecticide and those economic 
Organizations and units of mountain regions or offshore 
islands 


The rate of 6.18 percent per month shall be applied tor 
fixed and liquid capital loans for those industrial and 
agricultural production and transpotation activities not 
under the preferential system 


The rate of 6.24 percent per month shall be applied for 
capital loans for agricultural production other than 
foodgrain and for forestry and marine products produc- 
tion and mineral ore exploitation. The rate of 6.3 percent 
per month shel! be applied for capital loans for those 
industrial production activities not under the preferen- 
tial system and for transportation and postal activities 
The rate of 6.33 percent per month shall be applied for 
fixed and liquid capital loans for tourist and communi- 
cations service organizations. 


The rate of 6.42 percent per month shall be applied tor 
capital loans for those trading in marketable materials 
including export and import activities 


The rate of 6.5 percent per month shall be applied for 
capital loans for tourist support services. 


Overdue debts shall be subjected to a fine equivalent to 
20-50 percent of the interest rates charged to those loans 
transfered to overdue debt category. 


The aforesaid interest rates have been readjusted accora- 
ing to the fluctuations of the social market index. 


The aforesaid interest rates shall be applied uniformly 
nationwide by commercial banks. share-holding banks, 
credit funds, and credit cooperatives. The rates went into 
effect, beginning | April 1989 
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The remaining amounts of bank deposits or loans 
belonging economic units and organizations and still 
kept at the bank as of 3! March 1989 shall be granted the 
interest rates stipulated in this decision 


The interest rate chart promulgated together with Deci- 
sion No 25-NHQD on !2 May 1988 by the Vietnam 
State Bank director genera! shall be annulled as of today 


Hanei Council Discusses Shortage of Capital 
BK 1704153589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 16 Apr 89 


[Text] The Hano: Municipal People’s Council held its 
meeting on 12-13 Apml to discuss measures to resolve 
urgent socioeconomic and education issues, especially the 
problem of goods inventornes and the capital shortage 


Regarding the economy, the People’s Council noted that 
by the end of the Ist quarter the municipality's economic 
Situation had improved: more goods were supplied to the 
market, and high prices were reduced noticeably. How- 
ever, new difficulties in Hanoi’s economic situation are 
prevailing. Industrial enterprises’ goods inventories 
reached 25 billion dong. The central government budget 
allotment to localities was in a serious imbalance while 
enterprises mobile capital was in serious shortage 
Money was overdrafted, thus causing shortage of cash 
for paying wages and carrying out business. 


The Municipal People’s Council adopted various appro- 
priate measures taken by the Municipal People’s Com- 
mittee and other sectors to resolve the goods inventories 
problem. The municipality authorized enterprise direc- 
tors to reduce prices, regulate production and the market 
on a weekly basis, expand their market to other locali- 
ties, and produce new goods meeting consumer tastes. 
Moreover, the municipal People’s Committee and the 
financial and banking sectors have concretely resolved 
the reduction of state collection rates for enterprises to 
help them reduce prices, granted them credit including 
foreign currency to increase capital, and refrained from 
cutting back on credits that may affect production and 
business. 


Regarding capital construction, due to limited capital, 
the municipality set a priority on projects concerning 
irrigation and improvement of the electric network. 
Units agreeing to handle projects by themselves must 
find their own sources of capital including share hold- 
ings. Building corporations must quickly shift to bidding 
and contractual system to speed up the pace of construc- 
tion and ensure project quality 


Ho Chi Minh City Holds Party Congresses 
BK 1704092589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 15 Apr 8Y 


[Text] As of mid-April 8 of the 18 districts and precincts 
in Ho Chi Minh City had completed their party organi- 
zation congresses. The remaining localities will hold 
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their congresses in April and May. Those that completed 
their congresses have achieved new feature in organizing 
office personnel, thereby manifesting remarkable matu- 
rity of districts and precincts and new changes in guiding 
task of the city party committee 


Congresses of the six inner precincts were held in 2 days 
Elections were carned oul smoothly. most of the key 
cadres were elected. Outlying districts reviewed key 


cadres’ term of office by considering. among othe: 
things. their concept in resolving the land disput 


Officials on Trial for Economic-Related Crimes 
BK 1404133589 Hanoi Domestic Ser ein lietnames 
L100 GMT 14 Apr &9Y 


[Text] According to a radio correspondent’s report from 
Minh Hai, the Criminal Court and the Supreme People’s 
Court this morning, !4 Apri! 1989. held an initial and 
also final court session at Bac Lieu City in Minh Hai 
Province to try Duong Van Ba and his accomplices 
working for the (SIMOSCON) Corporation 


A representative of the Supreme People’s Organ of 
Control read a verdict, saying that Duong Van Ba and 
his accomplices have been found guilty of misappropr- 
ating socialist property. intentionally working against 
policies, violating the state economic Management sys- 
tem, offering and taking bribes, trafficking in contraband 
goods, and lacking a sense of responsibility. thu 
Ing IN serious CONSequences 


s resullt- 


After many years of working with the (SIMOSCON) 
Organization, a major trading corporation of Minh Hai 
Province, Duong Van Ba and his accomplices abused 
their power to vioiate the economic management policy 
offered and took bribes. and trafficked in contraband 
goods. The unlawful acts of Duong Van Ba and his 
accomplices disrupted such a large organization as the 
(SIMOSCON ) Copration to the point where it had to be 
dissolved. His gang corrupted many cadres. More seri- 
ously, Duong Van Ba and his accomplices misappropri- 
ated or caused the loss of the state property amounting to 
hundreds of millions dong and creating a foreign debt 
totaling millions of U.S. dollars 


Six lawyers were defending the defendants at the court 
session and a large number of the people of Bac Lieu City 
attentively monitored the court session Over the radio 


The court session is still in progress 


District Controls Violations of Land Law 
BK 1804103889 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 16 Apr 89 


[Text] While educating the public on the land law and 
paying attention to investigating and justly dealing with 
violations of the land management and usage law, the 
People’s Committee of Kim Son District. Ha Nam Ninh 
Province, has since eariy this year discovered and dealt 
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with more than 5,600 cases of violations—which range 
trom Duying and selling land withou. authorization and 
misappropriating land to approving land grants without 
the power to do so—collecting 27 million dong and over 
7SO metnc tons of paddy for the state and retrieving 
more than 50 hectares of croplands 


Thanks to the firm and strict measures taken to dea! with 
violations and disputes concerning land, the incidence of 
violations of the law on land in Kim Son District. Ha 
Nam Ninh, has dropped sharply 


Nguyen Van Linh Speaks at Hanoi Thang Long Club 
RA! 40 “4089 Hanoi D MeSTi« Service 
2300 GMT 17 Apr 89 
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Text] On the morning of 15 Apml more than | 00 
members of the Thang Long Club—including retired 
cadres in Hanoi—enthusiastically welcomed Comrade 
General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh to their week 

meeting 


In an atmosphere of cordiality, Comrade Nguyen Var 
Linh chatted with club members on the country’s situa- 
lion and the outcome of the party Central Committee's 
sixth plenum held in late March this year. After touching 
yn the substance and purpose of the sixth plenum. that 
ew the implementation of the sixth party 
yngress during the past 2 years and to point out achies 
ments and shortcomings in this task, the comrade gen 
‘ral secretary said 


was. tO TeV 


We are still encountering numerous difficulties in var 
us aspects. Inflation and financial and banking ques 
mS are great obstacles and the livelihood of cadres 
workers servants, and members of the army and 
security ftorces—especially honest persons—is fraught 


with difficulties 


However, our country’s economy has undergone en 
aging changes. Party members and cadres must 
contidence in the party and not allow themselves to b 
enraged with impatience. Revolution requires sacrifices 
and each turning point of the revolution is an ordeal 
which can only be overcome by our persistence and 


fighting spirit 
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ven Van Linh added: Social negativism 
remains serious. Therefore, it 1s necessary for 
us to Step up the struggle against negativism. especially 
Sluggishness. bureaucratism, and any 
move to alienate ourselves trom the masses. Along with 

ruggling against negativism, me must acclaim and 
good deeds. All propaganda and training organs 
and the mass media should pay attention to discovering. 
ng. and propagating good models to help multiply 
t these models in support of our process of 


a 
( omracd¢ WeU 
conservatism 


promote 
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mrade Nguyen Van Linh conveyed his kind 
egards to all members of the Thang Long Club and other 
etifed cadres in Hanoi. He affirmed once again: We will 
Sertainly be able to achieve renovation and progress 


Le Quang Dao Visits Military Medical Institute 


RA sis SY Ha D me STi Service in | CINGAIMEe SE 

4 , if ing AY 

Text} Comrade Le Quang Dao. chairman of the 
National Assembly and vice chairman of the Council of 
State, pad a working visit to the Military Medical 


He was given a warm welcome by the inst- 


Ss leading comrades 


rot Dr Le The Trung, director of the institute; 
and Nguyen Ngoc Diep, secretary of the institute's party 

rganization. briefed the chairman on the institute's 
achievements in cadre training. in scientific 
research. in combining modern medicine with trad- 


medicine in treatment, in productive labor, and in 


th, iring tror th ( we tar ot its cadres workers and 
P| ry . 

Allerward the institute s leading comrades invited the 
hairn Sil Various materia! and technical estab- 


hments of the institute such as a heritage house, mess 


¢ 
1 house tacilities, and a number of wards of the 
sth M Hospital—where the institute carnes out 
the-job training programs 

Speaking he leading cadres of the institute, the 


praised the achievements scored by the insi- 
pointing Out that the institute needs to 
mpro’ © its efforts to combine its training and scientific 


hairman 


tute npnaticail 


< 


search with its economic construction activilies in 
accordance with the spirit of the resolution of the sixth 
party ngress and the resolution of the party Central 
Committee's sixth plenum 
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‘Shight Thaw’ Reported in DPRK Relations 
BK 23003062529 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] North Korea says it wants to improve its relations 
with Australia. Full diplomatic relations between the two 
countries were suspended in 1975 when Pyongyang 
closed its embassy in Canberra and ordered Australian 
officials to leave the North Korean capital 


Radio Australia’s correspondent in Beijing, Trevor Wat- 
son, says there has been a slight thaw in relations recently 
with contact being established between Australian diplo- 
mats in Beying and North Korean officials. The North 
Korean ambassador, Chu Chang-chun., said in Beying that 
Pyongyang wanted to develop good relations with Can- 
berra 


Australian officials have said that their contact with North 
Korea has allowed Australian diplomats to assess Pyongy- 
ang’s attitude towards the outside world, it did not neces- 
samly mean the reestablishment of normal relations 
between Australia and North Korea in the near future 


\V anuatu 


Soviet Envoy Arrives for Fishing Talks 
BK 3103155289 Hone Kong AFP in Enelish 1521 GMT 
3] Mar &9 


[Text] Suva, March 31 (AFP}—The Soviet Union ts set to 
begin new fishing talks this weekend in the Solomon 
Islands’ capital Homiara, according to reports monitored 
here 


Soviet Ambassador to Australia and Papua New Guinea 
Yevgeniy Samoteykin arrived in Homiara late Friday for 
talks with the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) over a new 
fishing treaty with Vanuatu 


S.somon Islands Broadcasting Corp. reports said Mr 
Samoteykin had sought a meeting with FFA Director 
Philip Muller to discuss questions raised by the Soviet 
Fisheries Ministry 
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Mr. Muller was quoted as saying the agency had no 
direct business with the Soviet Union, except providing 
adv'ce to Kinbati and Vanuatu during separate negoti- 
ations with the Soviets on fishing deals 


The Solomons’ Foreign Ministry said it was not hosting 
the ambassador on an official visit 


Vanuatu and the Soviet Union met twice last year—in 
Singapore and Sydney—to discuss a new treaty after 
their last agreement lapsed in January |S? after a 
dispute over payment 


Vanuatu earned |.5 million US. dollars from its | 986 
dea! 


Moscow had a fishing deal with Kiribati in 1986 


Released Sokomanu Plans To Stand for Parliament 
BK 1704092789 Melhourne Overseas Service in Enelish 
OS00 GMT 17 Apr &9 


[Text] Vanuatu's sacked president, Mr George Sokomanu, 
says he plans to stand for Parliament at the next general 
election ard that he has no doubt that one day he could 
become pmme minister. The former president was freed 
late last week from jail along w'th three other politicians 
after their convictions for attempting to overthrow the 
government were quashed in the Court of Appeal 


Radio Australia’s South Pacific correspondent. (Jemuiah 
McGareth). reports that Mr Sokomanu says he wants to 
youn the Melanesian Progressive Party. The »arty ts led 
by his wephew, Mr Barak Sope. who is an arch rival of 
the prime minister, Father Walter Lin: 


Mr Sope. plus a former opposition leader, Mr Maxime 
Carlot, and the former member of Parliament. Mr Willy 
Jimmy, were convicted with Mr Sokomanu earlier this 
year on charges of sedition and attempting to overthrow 
the government 


The government has defended its actions saying they 
preserved Vanuatu’s Constitution and democracy, and 
noting that the Court of Appeal ruled that Mr Sokomanu 
had acted without power in his bid to dissolve Parlhament 
and appoint an interun government led by Mr Sope 


END OF 
FICHE 
| DATE FILMED 


IV APRIL 849 


